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Abstract

Two new species of hydroids, Eudendrium bleakneyi and Halecium praeparvum, are described from the Bay of Fundy. 

Fourteen others, Tubularia acadiae Petersen, 1990, Coryne pusilla Gaertner, 1774, Sarsia lovenii (M. Sars, 1846), Zanclea 

implexa (Alder, 1856), Corydendrium dispar Kramp, 1935, Rhizogeton fusiformis L. Agassiz, 1862, Bougainvillia muscus 

(Allman, 1863), Rhizorhagium roseum M. Sars, in G.O. Sars, 1874, Hydractinia symbiolongicarpus Buss & Yund, 1989, 

Eudendrium vaginatum Allman, 1863, Tiaropsis multicirrata (M. Sars, 1835), Obelia bidentata S.F. Clark, 1875, Hale-

cium marsupiale Bergh, 1887, and Sertularella gigantea Hincks, 1874, are reported, with collection data, for the first time 

from the bay. All but Coryne pusilla, Rhizorhagium roseum, Eudendrium vaginatum, and Sertularella gigantea are also 

new to Atlantic Canada, while Zanclea implexa, Corydendrium dispar, and Halecium marsupiale are reported for the first 

time in the western North Atlantic. Two of those species, Hydractinia symbiolongicarpus and Obelia bidentata, are dis-

junct in distribution, with core populations occurring in warmer waters to the south of Cape Cod, Massachusetts. Both 

were discovered in Minas Basin, a hydrographically distinct embayment where surface water temperatures are much 

warmer during summer than in the perpetually cold lower Bay of Fundy. Rhizorhagium roseum and the subfamily 

Rhizorhagiinae are transferred from family Bougainvilliidae Lütken, 1850 to Pandeidae Haeckel, 1879. An annotated 

checklist of hydroids from the Fundy region, based on previously published reports and on new records of species, is add-

ed as an appendix. Included in the checklist are 43 species of anthoathecates and 75 species of leptothecates, referable to 

30 families and 56 genera. Families with the most species were Sertulariidae (23), Haleciidae (13), Eudendriidae (11), and 

Obeliidae (10). Biogeographically, the aggregate hydroid fauna of the bay conforms with that occurring in other parts of 

the Western Atlantic Boreal Region. Halecium permodicum is proposed as a replacement name for Halecium minor Fraser, 

1935, an invalid junior homonym of H. minor Pictet, 1893.

Key words: Anthoathecata, Hydroidolina, Leptothecata, marine invertebrates, Medusozoa, Minas Basin, Passamaquoddy 

Bay, taxonomy, zoological nomenclature

Introduction

Reports of hydroids from the east coast of North America date as far back as the early 19th century (e.g., Bosc 1802; 
Gould 1841). However, the first comprehensive faunistic account of the group in the western North Atlantic was 
provided by Stimpson (1853) in a publication on marine invertebrates from locations at the mouth of the Bay of 
Fundy. William Stimpson (1832–1872), a student of Louis Agassiz (1807–1873) at Harvard College, undertook 
dredging in the bay during July 1851 around the island of Grand Manan, New Brunswick, Canada, and near 
Eastport, Maine, USA, and he returned for three months during the summer of 1852 to collect again in the area 
(Mayer 1918). His well-known and widely cited report on the fauna was based on those collections.

Subsequent accounts of hydroids from the Bay of Fundy appeared sporadically over the next half-century 
(Fuller 1862a, b; L. Agassiz 1862; A. Agassiz 1865; Verrill 1871, 1874, 1875, 1878; S.F. Clark 1875; Smith & 
Harger 1875; Fewkes 1890; Ganong 1890a). A major stimulus for research on biota of the region came from the 

founding, at the turn of the 20th century, of a biological station at St. Andrews, New Brunswick. Contributions by 
Stafford (1912) and Fraser (1918, 1924, 1944), based in part on collecting and research undertaken at that station 
(now known as the St. Andrews Biological Station), added substantially to knowledge of the group in western parts 
of the bay and especially in Passamaquoddy Bay. On the Nova Scotia side of the Bay of Fundy, hydroids appear to 
be diverse in St. Mary’s Bay near Briar Island, Nova Scotia (Fraser 1918: 330). Information on hydroids of the 

general study area also appeared in other publications during the first half of the 20th century (Mayer 1910a, b; 
Bigelow 1914; Fraser 1943).

Fieldwork on hydroids in Nova Scotia was undertaken by hydrozoan specialist Kay W. Petersen of the 
Universitetets Zoologiske Museum (now the Zoologisk Museum, Statens Naturhistoriske Museum), Copenhagen, 
from July to December 1970. With a base at Acadia University in Wolfville, Nova Scotia, his focus was on species 
in Minas Basin, an embayment at the northeastern extremity of the Bay of Fundy. That region is of particular 
interest hydrographically in that water temperatures are warmer in summer and colder in winter than in the bay 
proper and especially in western regions. As a result, its fauna consists of a mix of warm temperate, boreal, and 
Arctic species, including some that are amphi-Atlantic (Bromley & Bleakney 1985). Collections were also made 
by Petersen elsewhere in the bay, as well as on the Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia. Sampling was particularly 
successful at a location in Petit Passage at the western tip of Digby Neck, a peninsula extending into the western 
Bay of Fundy, with collections from there deposited at the Statens Naturhistoriske Museum, Copenhagen. 
CALDER 4  ·  Zootaxa 4256 (1)  © 2017 Magnolia Press



Although nothing was published by Petersen on any of these collections except for a brief mention of Acaulis 

primarius Stimpson, 1853 from near Grand Manan (Petersen 1990: 147), records of hydroid species in Bromley 
(1979) and Bromley & Bleakney (1979, 1985) are based to a significant extent on his identifications. So too is a 
record of Tubularia indivisa Linnaeus, 1758 from the Bay of Fundy by Schuchert (2010). Earlier reports of 
hydroids from Minas Basin and Minas Channel were given by Fraser (1924, 1944) and Bousfield & Leim (1960).

Various studies over the period since 1950 have reported one or more hydroid species from the bay (Caddy 
1970; Calder 1971; Bleakney 1972; Brinkhurst et al. 1976; Linkletter et al. 1977; Bromley & Bleakney 1979, 
1985; Thomas 1983; Thomas et al. 1983; Logan et al. 1983, 1984; Buzeta & Singh 2008; Logan 1988; Henry 
2002; Henry & Kenchington 2004b; Trott 2004b). Particularly noteworthy are accounts of species from 
commercial scallop grounds by Henry (2003) and Henry & Kenchington (2004a), and from Cobscook Bay, Maine, 
by Trott (2004a), with records in the latter having been based on published and unpublished literature.

An account is given here of two new species of hydroids from the Bay of Fundy in collections at the Royal 
Ontario Museum (ROM). Also included are 14 others, reported with collection data from the bay for the first time, 
from collections at the ROM, the Zoologisk Museum, Statens Naturhistoriske Museum, Copenhagen, Denmark, 
and the Atlantic Reference Centre, Huntsman Marine Science Centre, St. Andrews, New Brunswick, Canada. It is 
unlikely that any are recently invasive to the region. A checklist of hydroid species reported from the bay in 
published literature, and from new records added here, is included as an appendix (Appendix 1).

Materials and methods

Hydroids from the Bay of Fundy were examined in collections at the Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada, and the Atlantic Reference Centre, Huntsman Marine Science Centre, St. Andrews, New Brunswick, 
Canada. Specimens of several species were also obtained on loan from the Zoologisk Museum, Statens 
Naturhistoriske Museum, Copenhagen, Denmark. Records of species new to the bay are reported herein. 
Synonymy lists include the publication in which the name of each taxon was first made available nomenclaturally, 
whether of the hydroid or medusa stage. Other citations are of works providing primary records of the hydroid 
stages of these species from the Bay of Fundy region or of important senior synonyms. Each reference has been 
traced and verified from original publications. Except for original descriptions, references to illustrations are 
included only if they were unmistakably based on specimens from the Bay of Fundy.

The classification system of hydrozoans adopted herein generally follows Schuchert (2012) for anthoathecates, 
and Leclère et al. (2009), Peña Cantero et al. (2010), and Maronna et al. (2016) for leptothecates.

Examinations of nematocysts were made from preserved material using a Zeiss Axioscop microscope. Most 
specimens had been fixed originally in formalin, and later transferred to ethanol.

Some abbreviations used in this work are as follows:

ARC Atlantic Reference Centre, Huntsman Marine Science Centre (St. Andrews, New Brunswick, Canada)
fm fathoms
ICZN International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature/International Code of Zoological Nomenclature
MCZ Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University (Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA)
ME State of Maine (USA)
NB Province of New Brunswick (Canada)
NMNH National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution (Washington, DC, USA)
NS Province of Nova Scotia (Canada)
ROM Royal Ontario Museum (Toronto, Ontario, Canada)
ROMIZ Royal Ontario Museum, Invertebrate Zoology Collections
SNM Zoologisk Museum, Statens Naturhistoriske Museum (Copenhagen, Denmark)
WoRMS World Register of Marine Species (http://www.marinespecies.org)
YPM Peabody Museum of Natural History, Yale University (New Haven, Connecticut, USA)
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Systematic Account

Phylum Cnidaria Verrill, 1865

Subphylum Medusozoa Petersen, 1979

Class Hydrozoa Owen, 1843

Subclass Hydroidolina Collins, 2000

Order Anthoathecata Cornelius, 1992

Suborder Aplanulata Collins, Winkelman, Hadrys & Schierwater, 2005

Family Tubulariidae Fleming, 1828

Genus Tubularia Linnaeus, 1758

Tubularia acadiae Petersen, 1990

Figs. 1, 2, 4a

Tubularia acadiae Petersen, 1990: 198, figs. 39, 40.
Tubularia couthouyi.—Bleakney, 1972: 933.–Bromley & Bleakney, 1985: 11, unnumbered figure [not Tubularia couthouyi L. 

Agassiz, 1860].

Type locality. USA: Massachusetts, Vineyard Haven (Petersen 1990: 198).
Material examined. NS: Minas Basin, 26.iv.1967, 4°C, two solitary hydroids, up to 7 cm high, one with 

female and one with male gonophores, coll. J.S. Bleakney, ROMIZ B629.
Description. Examined hydroids solitary, comprising fragments of three hydrocauli with hydranths. 

Hydrocauli unbranched, 5 cm and 7 cm long, maximum diameter 2 mm, mostly straight with a few irregular bends, 
incised by a few nodes marking points of growth and regeneration, gradually increasing in diameter from proximal 
part to distal end, each bearing a terminal hydranth above a bulbous neck; longitudinal peripheral canals about 7 in 
number, with one being wider than others, these canals sometimes branched and anastomosing. Perisarc on 
hydrorhiza thick except at distal end, extending over and appearing filmy around neck region, terminating at base 
of hydranth, smooth except for irregularly located nodes, golden- to amber-coloured in thick areas, thin and clear 
over neck region. Hydranths pear-shaped with slender hypostome, separated from bulbous neck region by a 
prominent circumferential groove, reaching 1.2 cm high from groove to tip of hypostome, maximum diameter 1.0 
cm; tentacles occurring in aboral and oral whorls. Aboral tentacles about 55 in number, crowded, slightly 
staggered, laterally flattened at base, gradually tapering from proximal end to tip, about 1.3 mm long in preserved 
material, merging with ridges extending down over basal region of hydranth. Oral tentacles about 60 in number, 
tapering from proximal end to tip, to 5 mm long in preserved specimens, scattered within a narrow band around 
hypostome, bases adnate to hypostome and forming longitudinal ridges on it. 

Gonophores fixed sporosacs, borne on 10-12 thick blastostyles arising from hydranth just above aboral 
tentacles; blastostyles with unbranched main stem approximately as long as hydranth when fully developed, each 
one with several short, slender side branches bearing gonophores; sporosacs of both sexes borne on long pedicels. 
Female sporosacs oval; distal end with orifice surrounded by 4-5 laterally flattened, fin-shaped crests extending 
from one-third to half-way or more down outer wall of sporosac, commonly with 2-3 developing embryos or 
actinulae that do not entirely fill sporosac cavity; spadix long, sausage-shaped. Male sporosacs subspherical, 
lacking lateral crests, terminal appendages, and radial canals; spermatic tissue nearly filling sporosac cavity.

Cnidome (Fig. 2)
desmonemes (n = 10): 6.0–6.3 µm long × 3.6–4.0 µm wide (undischarged)
large haplonemes (n = 5): 10.4–11.1 µm long × 6.5–7.3 µm wide (undischarged)
small haplonemes (n = 3): 6.8–7.5 µm long × 4.0–4.3 µm wide (undischarged)
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large stenoteles (n = 6): 12.5–13.2 µm long × 10.3–11.8 µm wide (undischarged)
small stenoteles (n = 10): 9.7–10.8 µm long × 7.0–7.9 µm wide (undischarged)
heteronemes (n = 10): 11.2–13.2 µm long × 3.8–4.3 µm wide (undischarged)

FIGURE 1. Tubularia acadiae, hydranth with male gonophores, Minas Basin, Nova Scotia. Photograph by J.S. Bleakney.

Remarks. Tubularia acadiae Petersen, 1990 was originally described from material collected at several 
locations near Woods Hole, Massachusetts, during the winter and early spring of 1964 (Petersen 1990). That 
account provides the only published record of the species, and only female colonies were mentioned. Petersen 
found the species again in 1970 while undertaking field work in Minas Basin, NS, during a visit to Acadia 
University (recorded as “Tubularia acadiae n.sp.” in a letter to Prof. J.S. Bleakney, received 24 January 1977). 
However, the latter record was never published, and it was not mentioned in his original description of the species. 
While no etymology of the specific name was given, it could refer either to Acadia University or to the geographic 
region known as Acadia (“Acadie” in French) that was once a colony of France in northeastern North America. 
Both of these possibilities suggest a link to the Bay of Fundy region.

Hydroids of T. acadiae are decidedly robust, and hydrocauli of the species are marked by nodes. These “joints” 
appear to be sites marking extension points of the hydrocaulus, and at least some likely represent locations where 
hydranths once existed. In Fraser’s (1944) key to species of Tubularia Linnaeus, 1758 from the Atlantic coast of 
North America, possession of a “jointed stem” was a prime character leading to identification of T. couthouyi L. 
Agassiz, 1860. In that regard, and in its large size as well, T. acadiae might easily be confounded for T. couthouyi. 
Indeed, records of T. couthouyi from Minas Basin (Bleakney 1972; Bromley & Bleakney 1985), the same location 
as material examined here, are taken to have been based on the morphologically similar T. acadiae. As for
Tubularia couthouyi, it is close to and possibly conspecific with T. indivisa Linnaeus, 1758 (Petersen, 1990; 
Schuchert 2010).
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FIGURE 2. Tubularia acadiae, nematocysts, ROMIZ B629. a, desmoneme, from aboral tentacle. b, large haplonemes, from 
aboral tentacle. c, small haploneme, from oral tentacle. d, large stenotele, from oral tentacle. e, small stenotele, from oral 
tentacle. f, heteronemes, from aboral tentacle. 

Tubularia acadiae differs from both T. couthouyi and T. indivisa in the morphology of its female gonophores. 
Those of T. acadiae have 4-5 fin-shaped crests at the distal end of the sporosac wall, while such crests are lacking 
in the other two species. Female sporosacs of T. regalis Boeck, 1860 have similar crests, but that species differs 
from T. acadiae in having blastostyles that lack side branches, sporosacs that either lack pedicels or occur on very 
short ones, and hydroids that grow as entwined clusters rather than as single polyps (Petersen 1990). The basal disc 
of T. regalis is also broadly lobed and dome-shaped rather than circular with a crenulated margin. Meanwhile, T. 

couthouyi has been distinguished from T. indivisa largely on the basis of its “jointed” stem. Such nodes and regular 
annulations are rare in T. indivisa (Schuchert 2010). It is unclear whether joints in the hydrocaulus of that species 
are formed as typical nodes or as points of hydranth regeneration. Hydroids assigned to T. couthouyi are also said to 
be more robust than those of the better-known Linnean species. According to Fraser (1944), hydrocauli of the 
species reach 15 cm high, while the diameter across hydranths and extended tentacles sometimes attains 3–4 cm. 
He reported that hydranths of T. couthouyi bore as many as 30-40 aboral tentacles and 50 oral tentacles. Yet these 
measurements and tentacle numbers scarcely if at all exceed those reported in T. indivisa (see Schuchert, 2010). 
Another difference, according to Fraser (1947a: 147), is the existence in T. couthouyi of a series of deep 
annulations on the hydrocaulus immediately beneath the hydranth. However, these structures are not mentioned or 
illustrated in the original description of the species (L. Agassiz 1862). Finally, Agassiz believed that his species 
differed from T. indivisa in being an inhabitant of brackish waters, although T. indivisa has been found in salinities 
as low as 18‰ (Schönborn et al. 1993). 

Male gonophores of T. acadiae, previously undescribed, were observed in examined material (ROMIZ B629) 
and have been described herein. They are much as in T. indivisa and T. regalis, although perhaps somewhat more 
nearly round in shape than in those species (Fig. 1). Also previously undescribed is the cnidome of the species, 
illustrated here (Fig. 2).

Phylogenetic studies by Nawrocki et al. (2013) support the hypothesis that Tubulariidae Fleming, 1828 is 
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monophyletic. Three lineages were recognized within the family, with one of them including the genera Tubularia

and Hybocodon L. Agassiz, 1862, another including Ectopleura L. Agassiz, 1862, and a third comprising 
Ralpharia Watson, 1980 and Zyzzyzus Stechow, 1921a. Hydroids assigned to Tubularia, Hybocodon, and 
Ectopleura are quite similar in morphology. All three genera have been reported in the Bay of Fundy, although the 
sole representative of Hybocodon (H. prolifer L. Agassiz, 1860) is known there only from its medusa stage (Fish & 
Johnson 1937). Several characters distinguish these three genera (Table 1).
 
TABLE 1. Some characters distinguishing the hydroid stages of species of Ectopleura, Hybocodon, and Tubularia.

Species of Tubularia and Hybocodon are held to differ from those of Ectopleura in being solitary rather than 
colonial. Cornelius (1995a) noted that current definitions of the term “colony” do not adequately differentiate the 
various types of colonies that are now known to exist in hydrozoans. Within the group, a colony is usually 
understood to constitute an assemblage of interconnected polypoid and/or medusoid individuals derived asexually 
from a single larval stage (Cornelius 1995a; Bouillon et al. 2006; Nawrocki & Cartwright 2012; Brinckmann-Voss 
& Calder 2013). However, colony formation of a distinctly different kind is known to occur in Ectopleura larynx

(Ellis & Solander, 1786). Nawrocki & Cartwright (2012) discovered that colonies in that species were formed 
through the fusion of sexually generated polyps rather than by asexual propagation.

Tubularia acadiae has been reported at depths from extreme low water spring (Bleakney 1972, as T. couthouyi) 
to 30 m (Petersen 1990). Type material, comprising 31 specimens reaching a maximum of 8 cm high, was collected 
on stones and shells in the area around Woods Hole, Massachusetts. It is a species of boreal waters, having been 
found during winter and spring both at its type locality and in Minas Basin.

Recorded distribution. Bay of Fundy: recorded for the first time as Tubularia acadiae. Kingsport, Minas 
Basin, NS (Bleakney 1972, as Tubularia couthouyi L. Agassiz, 1860); Minas Basin, NS (Bromley & Bleakney 
1985, as T. couthouyi).

Eastern North America: Minas Basin, NS (reported herein) to the Woods Hole area, Massachusetts (Petersen 
1990).

Elsewhere: as above.

Suborder Capitata Kühn, 1913

Family Corynidae Johnston, 1837

Genus Coryne Gaertner, 1774

Coryne pusilla Gaertner, 1774

Fig. 3, 4b

Character Ectopleura Hybocodon Tubularia

Hydroid form colonial solitary (may appear colonial 
due to larval aggregation) 

solitary (may appear colonial 
due to larval aggregation) 

Oral tentacles in one whorl in two close whorls in two or more whorls

Hydrocaulus diameter usually uniform usually tapering from distal to 
proximal end

usually tapering from distal to 
proximal end

Base of hydrocaulus arising from a stolon arising from a stolon arising from a stolon or a 
basal disc

Lumen of hydrocaulus hollow hollow filled with parenchymal cells

Longitudinal peripheral 
canals in hydrocaulus

absent present present

Aboral tentacular ridges 
on base of hydranth

absent present present

Gonophores fixed sporosacs, or free and 
radially symmetrical medusae

free and bilaterally symmetrical 
medusae

fixed sporosacs
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Coryne pusilla Gaertner, 1774: 40, pl. 4, figs. 8a, A.

Type locality. UK: England, coast of Cornwall, with question (Allman 1872: 266).
Material examined. NS: Petit Passage, south of East Ferry, on mussels (Mytilus edulis) in Laminaria zone, 

14.x.1970, without gonophores, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000455.—NS: Petit Passage, south of East Ferry, 
on mussels (Mytilus edulis), intertidal, 14.x.1970, without gonophores, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000457.—
NS: Petit Passage, south of East Ferry, on mussels (Mytilus edulis), extreme low tide, 14.x.1970, without 
gonophores, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000459.

Description. Hydroid colonies tending to grow in dense, straggly clumps, with some stolonal parts but mostly 
having erect stems, reaching about 1 cm high, arising from a creeping, branched and anastomosing stolonal system 
sometimes occurring as a dense network of overgrown tubes; stolonal tubes quite thick, perisarc wrinkled. 
Hydrocaulus monosiphonic, sparingly and irregularly branched, not forming an elongate main stem, often bent or 
twisted, relatively thick but of varied diameter, branches and pedicels similar in form. Perisarc quite thick basally, 
thinning out somewhat distally, golden- to straw-coloured, terminating at hydranth base, wrinkled to somewhat 
annulated throughout, although annulations mostly quite shallow and seldom regular. Hydranths clavate, about 0.7-
1.3 mm long, 0.3–0.4 mm wide; hypostome large, dome-shaped. Tentacles all capitate, solid, about 18-23 in 
number, occurring over all but extreme basal part of hydranth, scattered except for a whorl of 4-6 around 
hypostome, with proximalmost ones the shortest; acrosphere nearly round except for slightly flattened proximal 
side, heavily armed throughout with nematocysts. Proximal filiform tentacles absent.

Gonophores not seen.
Cnidome (Fig. 3)
Hydranths—
small stenoteles (n = 10): 13.0–14.0 µm long × 8.2–8.9 µm wide (undischarged)
large stenoteles (n = 10): 23.4–24.8 µm long × 15.2–16.9 µm wide (undischarged)

FIGURE 3. Coryne pusilla, nematocysts, SNM HYD-000455. a, small stenotele. b, small stenotele, partially discharged. c, 
large stenotele.

Remarks. The identity of the hydroid described as Coryne pusilla by Gaertner (1774) is somewhat uncertain. 
Allman (1872: 266) noted that Gaertner’s illustration of it was rudimentary, and that his account does not accord 
fully with any known species. He nevertheless concluded that the hydroid later known as C. pusilla was likely 
identical with that of Gaertner, whose species is thought to have been collected from the coast of Cornwall, UK. 
According to Allman, that hydroid agrees with the original description as well as any, and it is also locally 
abundant and widely distributed around the British Isles. The contemporary concept of the species (e.g., Schuchert 
2001b; 2012), type species of Coryne Gaertner, 1774 by monotypy, coincides with that of Allman.

Coryne pusilla was regarded by Allman (1872) as a species of the intertidal zone, commonly found on fucoid 
algae and often in association with Clava multicornis (Forsskål, 1775). It was found near low water in the Fundy 
region by K.W. Petersen on blue mussels in Petit Passage, NS (SNM HYD-000455, SNM HYD-000457, SNM 
HYD-000459), and those specimens are described here. That location is influenced by unusually strong tidal water 
currents (see Remarks below on Corydendrium dispar Kramp, 1935).
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Molecular studies by Schuchert (2010) have confirmed the hypothesis of Broch (1916) and others that Coryne 

vermicularis Hincks, 1866 is conspecific with C. pusilla. The species of Hincks had been reported from waters of 
northern Canada (Port Burwell, Ungava Bay) by Fraser (1931). Other records of C. pusilla from northern Canada, 
by Calder (1972), were thought by Schuchert (2001b) to have been based on the cold-water species C. hincksii

Bonnevie, 1898. That species has much less annulated perisarc, however, and the identity of the hydroids described 
by both Fraser and Calder from subarctic Canada remains uncertain. Reports of C. pusilla in waters of Atlantic 
Canada include those of Whiteaves (1873, 1875), Vervoort (1972a), and Brunel et al. (1998) from the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence and the Strait of Belle Isle. In the northeastern North Atlantic, it is known from Norway and Iceland to 
Brittany, France (Schuchert 2001b, 2012).

When fertile, C. pusilla can be distinguished from C. hincksii in having gonophores that arise in the upper axils 
of the tentacles rather than being independent of them (Schuchert 2001a, b). Moreover, gonophores of C. pusilla

lack a circular canal. In terms of nematocyst sizes, the stenoteles of C. hincksii (16–18 x 11–12 um and 28–29 x 
18–20 um), as measured by Schuchert (2001b), are considerably larger than those of C. pusilla observed here.

Another boreal species in the North Atlantic that is similar to C. pusilla, and one that also extends into the 
lower intertidal zone, is C. eximia Allman, 1859a. It differs in having much smoother perisarc and a free medusa 
stage rather than fixed sporosacs. Its nematocysts, comprising stenoteles measuring 12–14 x 8.5–10 um and 10–
10.5 x 6–7 um (Schuchert 2001b), are also much smaller than those of C. pusilla from the Bay of Fundy.

Coryne pusilla has been reported from many localities worldwide, but evidence now exists that a species 
complex exists under that name. Using partial 16S sequences, Schuchert (2005b) demonstrated that populations 
assigned to the species from Japan, Korea, and the Mediterranean Sea were widely dispersed phylogenetically from 
that of the northeastern North Atlantic. Of these populations, only the latter is likely to be identical with the species 
of Gaertner (1774), and the distribution of C. pusilla is certain to be much more restricted than records imply.

Recorded distribution. Bay of Fundy: recorded for the first time.
Eastern North America: Frozen Strait, Nunavut (Calder 1970), to Gulf of St. Lawrence and St. Lawrence 

River, mid-estuary (Brunel et al. 1998), southwards to the Bay of Fundy (this study).
Worldwide: widely reported, from the North Atlantic, North Pacific, Indian Ocean, and New Zealand 

(Schuchert 2001a). As noted above, however, a species complex likely exists under the name Coryne pusilla

(Schuchert 2005b: 198, 2010: 513).

Genus Sarsia Lesson, 1843

Sarsia lovenii (M. Sars, 1846)

Figs. 4c, d, 5

Syncoryna ramosa.—Lovén, 1836: 275, pl. 8, figs. 1–6 [not Hydra ramosa Fabricius, 1780 = Coryne pusilla Gaertner, 1774].
Syncoryna lovenii M. Sars, 1846: 2 [replacement name for Syncoryna ramosa sensu Lovén, 1836]

Type locality. Sweden: west coast (Lovén 1836, as Syncoryna ramosa; M. Sars, 1846).
Material examined. NS: Minas Basin, Kingsport, at ELWS, in slushy seawater, 19.iii.1992, several colonies, 

ca. 1 cm high, with immature medusoids, coll. J.S. Bleakney, ROMIZ B4223.—NB: Letete, Tucker’s Brook, 
45°02’52”N, 66°53’36”W, intertidal, in brook, 32.5‰, 10°C, 24.v.1999, one clump, 0.8 cm high, on rocks and 
fucoids, with female medusoids, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3106.—NB: Back Bay, 45°03’20”N, 66°51’49”W, on 
pontoon slip of public wharf, 5–10 cm below surface, 32.5‰, 9°C, 25.v.1999, two clumps, 1 cm high, on Mytilus 

edulis, with male medusoids, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3096.
Description. Athecate hydroids with colonies predominantly erect, mostly growing in tangled masses of 

stolons, stems, and branches, reaching up to 2.5 cm high; erect colonies sparingly and irregularly branched, with 
hydrocaulus and branches monosiphonic and similar in form; tendrils occasionally present. Perisarc moderately 
thin, golden- to straw-coloured, terminating at hydranth base, mostly wrinkled but with some smooth parts, usually 
wrinkled at bases of pedicels or stems. Hydranths clavate, about 0.7-1.3 mm long, 0.3–0.5 mm wide, proximal end 
with narrow annular epidermal thickening, distal part of fully-developed hydranths with about 12-20 tentacles; 
tentacles solid, capitate, in 3-4 irregular whorls, those of one whorl alternating with those of adjacent whorl or 
whorls, tapering towards distal end from relatively broad base, becoming narrowest just below terminal acrosphere, 
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distal tentacles usually longer than proximal ones; acrosphere nearly round except for slightly flattened proximal 
side, heavily armed throughout with nematocysts; hypostome large, dome-shaped, endoderm flesh-coloured to 
reddish orange. Proximal filiform tentacles absent.

FIGURE 4. Capitate hydroids. a, Tubularia acadiae, hydranth with female gonophores, ROMIZ B629. Scale equals 5 mm. b, 
Coryne pusilla, part of colony with two hydranths, SNM HYD-000455. Scale equals 0.5 mm. c, Sarsia lovenii, hydranth with 
male gonophore, ROMIZ B3096. Scale equals 0.5 mm. d, Sarsia lovenii, hydranth with female gonophore, ROMIZ B3106. 
Scale equals 0.5 mm. e, Zanclea implexa, long pedicel with hydranth, SNM HYD-000493. Scale equals 0.25 mm. f, Zanclea 
implexa, short pedicel with hydranth and developing medusa bud, SNM HYD-001058. Scale equals 0.25 mm.
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Gonophores fixed medusoids, arising from hydranths just below tentacles on short, thick peduncles; fertile 
hydranths sometimes reduced, even to form of a blastostyle, usually one medusoid per hydranth or blastostyle but 
sometimes more. Medusoids ovoid to elongate ovoid, with thin mesoglea, about 1.1–1.8 mm long, 0.6–1.4 mm 
wide when fully developed; radial canals usually four; tentacle bulbs rudimentary, usually four in number; 
marginal tentacles and ocelli lacking; ring canal slender; velum indistinct; manubrium extending nearly to or 
slightly beyond velar opening; gonad on manubrium, large, filling subumbrellar cavity of developing medusoid 
prior to late expansion of medusoid bell.

FIGURE 5. Sarsia lovenii, nematocysts, ROMIZ B3096. a, isorhiza, from hydranth. b, isorhiza, from medusoid. c, microbasic 
mastigophore, from medusoid. d, microbasic mastigophore, discharged, from medusoid. e, small stenotele, from hydranth. f, 
small stenotele, partially discharged, from hydranth. g, small stenotele, from medusoid. h, small stenotele, partially discharged, 
from medusoid. i, large stenotele, from hydranth.

Cnidome (Fig. 5)
Hydranths—
isorhizas (n = 10): 13.7–14.8 µm long × 4.0–4.9 µm wide (undischarged)
small stenoteles (n = 10): 12.5–13.8 µm long × 8.0–8.8 µm wide (undischarged)
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large stenoteles (n = 10): 15.5–18.9 µm long × 11.2–12.7 µm wide (undischarged)
Medusoids—
isorhizas (n = 6): 13.2–14.8 µm long × 4.4–5.1 µm wide (undischarged)
mastigophores (n = 10): 11.5–14.8 µm long × 8.4–9.9 µm wide (undischarged)
small stenoteles (n = 8): 13.0–15.2 µm long × 8.2–10.0 µm wide (undischarged)
Remarks. This species was first described and illustrated from the west coast of Sweden by Lovén (1836) as 

“Syncoryna ramosa Ehrenb” (=Hydra ramosa Fabricius, 1780, a junior subjective synonym of Coryne pusilla

Gaertner, 1774). It was recognized as a distinct species by M. Sars (1846), who proposed the binomen S. lovenii for 
it. Syncoryna lovenii M. Sars, 1846, a species in which mature medusoids usually remain attached to the hydroid 
(Broch 1916; Hartlaub 1916; Edwards 1978, 1983; Schuchert 2001b, 2012), is now assigned to Sarsia Lesson, 
1843. Molecular studies support that classification (Collins et al. 2005; Nawrocki et al. 2010), with S. lovenii being 
genetically close to S. tubulosa (M. Sars, 1835), type species of Sarsia by monotypy.

Significant crypsis is known to exist within Sarsia (Edwards 1978, 1983; Brinckmann-Voss 1980, 1989, 2000), 
and hydroids of the various species can be difficult to distinguish on the basis of trophosome morphology alone 
(Schuchert 2001b, 2012). At least three species in the genus, S. lovenii, S. tubulosa, and S. occulta Edwards, 1978, 
occur in boreal waters of eastern North America. Their hydroids can be identified with confidence only when 
gonophores are present, with those of S. lovenii remaining attached as fertile medusoids, those of S. tubulosa being 
liberated as free but immature medusae that ripen in the plankton, and those of S. occulta being released as free 
medusae with at least partly developed gonads (although ripe medusae may infrequently be retained on the 
hydranths) (Edwards 1978, 1983; Schuchert 2001b, 2012). While it is likely that all three species occur in the Bay 
of Fundy, only S. tubulosa and S. lovenii are currently known from there (see Appendix 1). Hydroids of Sarsia 

occulta, identified from fertile material, are known both north (Labrador: Red Bay, 51°43’47”N, 56°26’20”W, on 
algae at low tide, 25 June 2000, 4°C, 32‰, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3290) and south (New Jersey: Barnegat Inlet 
near Barnegat lighthouse, 39°45’51”N, 74°06’24”W, on rocks and algae from rock rip-rap near low tide, 12 March 
2002, 6°C, 32‰, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3517) of the bay. Other records of S. occulta in the western North 
Atlantic, according to Edwards (1978: 293), include some of the hydroids identified as Syncoryne mirabilis by L. 
Agassiz (1860: pl. 17, fig. 12) from Massachusetts and by Berrill (1953: figs. 1E, 2B) from Maine. Sarsia occulta

differs from S. lovenii in having colonies that are predominantly stolonal rather than upright and branched, and 
medusa buds with marginal tentacles that are well developed instead of undeveloped or vestigial.

Given the morphological similarity of hydroid stages of these three species, taxonomic confusion has prevailed 
about them for many decades. Russell (1953), Edwards (1978), and Schuchert (2001b) noted that hydroids of 
Sarsia lovenii have often been assigned by mistake to S. tubulosa or its synonyms. Indeed, illustrations of 
specimens from Massachusetts that were labelled as Coryne mirabilis (L. Agassiz, 1850) (=S. tubulosa) by L. 
Agassiz (1860, pl. 17, figs, 10, 11, 13–16), and H.J. Clark (1865b: fig. 42), and probably those of A. Agassiz (1865: 
figs. 286, 288) and Nutting (1901a: figs. 3, 3A) as well, correspond instead with fertile specimens of S. lovenii. So 
too do hydroids identified as Sarsia mirabilis from Massachusetts in an illustration by Mayer (1910a: pl. 3, fig. 5) 
and as Syncoryne eximia (Allman, 1859a) (=Coryne eximia) from the Gulf of Maine by Berrill (1953: fig. 10). 
Authors including L. Agassiz (1862: 189–190, 203–204), H.J. Clark (1865: 77–79), and Mayer (1910a: 54, 55) 
maintained that Coryne mirabilis released immature free medusae during winter in southern New England, but that 
gonophores of the species became mature while still attached to the hydroid as water temperatures rose in spring. 
Similar observations were reported by Berrill (1953: 276–279) in studies of corynids from Maine. Based on life 
cycle studies undertaken in the laboratory, however, Edwards (1978: 310) presented evidence that gonophore types 
in S. tubulosa, S. lovenii, and S. occulta do not change with varying temperatures. He concluded that Agassiz, 
Mayer, and Berrill had made observations on a complex of species rather than on a single one. The opinions of 
Edwards are followed here, although taxonomic questions remain about species of Sarsia on this coast.

The identity of hydroids identified as Syncoryne mirabilis from Newfoundland by Leloup (1939: fig. 1B), is 
uncertain. At least some reports of S. mirabilis from the boreal western North Atlantic, including the Bay of Fundy 
(see Fraser 1944) may have been based in whole or in part on Sarsia lovenii. In the absence of detailed descriptions 
and illustrations, however, it is impossible to determine which ones might have been based on that species. 
Meanwhile, Fraser’s (1912) report of Syncoryne mirabilis from floating Sargassum at Beaufort, North Carolina, is 
more likely to have been based on specimens of Coryne sargassicola Calder, 1988, a warm water species prevalent 
on the same pelagic substrate.
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Broch (1916) justifiably regarded S. lovenii as a cold water species, with the most luxurient colonies occurring 
toward the northern limits of the boreal zone. Colonies kept in the laboratory by Edwards (1978) in Scotland 
developed gonophores during spring and early summer at temperatures from 8.4–11.8°C. Common substrates 
include fucoids, stones, and mussels occurring in shallow waters (Broch 1916; Edwards 1978; Schuchert 2001b). 
In the Bay of Fundy region, dense colonies of S. lovenii with well-developed medusoids were discovered on rocks 
and fucoids during late spring in an intertidal brook running from a brackish pond into Passamaquoddy Bay near 
Letete, NB (ROMIZ B3106). Fertile colonies were also collected just below the water surface on mussels (Mytilus 

edulis) from a floating pontoon slip of a wharf at Back Bay, NB (ROMIZ B3096). At the head of the bay, in Minas 
Basin, NS, hydroids of S. lovenii with a few immature medusoids were obtained at ELWS in slushy seawater 
during late winter near Kingsport (ROMIZ B4226). Sarsia lovenii is known to tolerate reduced salinities 
(Schuchert 2001b, 2012), and the appearance of the hydroid colony can vary depending on the strength of water 
currents (Vervoort & Faasse 2009).

On the Atlantic coast of Canada beyond the Bay of Fundy, specimens of Sarsia lovenii have been collected 
northwards to western Newfoundland (south of St. Paul’s, ROMIZ B1307; Raleigh Harbour, ROMIZ B3274; north 
of Sally’s Cove on wreck of S.S. Ethie, ROMIZ B3281) and southern Labrador (L’Anse Amour, ROMIZ B3285, 
ROMIZ B3286). The known range of the species in the western North Atlantic thus extends from localities in the 
Strait of Belle Isle to Massachusetts. In the eastern Atlantic, it has been reported from the White Sea to the English 
Channel (Schuchert 2012). It is also known from Iceland and Greenland (Schuchert 2001a, 2012). The reported 
bathymetric range is 0-200 m (Naumov 1960).

The cnidome of specimens examined here corresponded with that reported by Schuchert (2001b) in material of 
the species from Europe. Isorhizas and stenoteles of two size classes were present in hydranths, while isorhizas, 
microbasic mastigophores, and stenoteles were found in medusoids (Fig. 5). Slight differences noted in size were 
not considered taxonomically significant, with overlaps occurring in most of the measurements.

Recorded distribution. Bay of Fundy: recorded for the first time.
Eastern North America: Greenland (Schuchert 2001a); Newfoundland (reported herein) to Massachusetts (L. 

Agassiz 1860, 1862, as Coryne mirabilis, in part).
Worldwide: northwest North Atlantic (Edwards 1978); northeast North Atlantic (Naumov 1960; Schuchert 

2001b, 2012).

Family Zancleidae Russell, 1953

Genus Zanclea Gegenbaur, 1856

Zanclea implexa (Alder, 1856b)

Figs. 4e, f, 6

Tubularia implexa Alder, 1856b: 439.
?Zanclea costata.—Trott 2004a: 271 [not Zanclea costata Gegenbaur, 1856].

Type locality. UK: England, Northumberland, North Sea, 30 miles east of Holy Island (Alder 1856b).
Material examined. NS: Sandy Cove, Digby Neck, 22.vii.1970, intertidal, on mussel shell (Mytilus edulis), 

one hydranth with a medusa bud, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-001058.—NS: Petit Passage, south of East Ferry, 
14.x.1970, water’s edge at extreme low tide, on mussel shells (Mytilus edulis) and adhering algae, several colonies, 
without gonophores, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000493.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, datum + 6 
cm, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-001050.

Description. Hydroid colonies stolonal, rarely with a pedicel having a single small branch, arising from a 
branched and anastomosing hydrorhiza overgrowing mussel shells and algae. Hydrorhizal stolons mostly creeping 
but occasionally detached from substrate to form a tangle of hydrorhizae and hydranth pedicels. Pedicels varying 
from short to very long for the genus, as much as 4 mm high, 0.2 mm wide, narrowest at insertion with hydrorhiza, 
usually widest at or near distal end, each bearing a terminal hydranth; perisarc moderately thin, straw-coloured, 
occurring in present specimens as a double tube, with a wavy inner layer and a less-wrinkled outer layer, 
constricted at pedicel base, terminating distally at base of hydranth. Hydranths elongate, slender, cylindrical to 
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capitate, reaching 1.75 mm long, 0.4 mm wide; hypostome dome-shaped. Tentacles solid, capitate, slender, fairly 
short, as many as 50 or more, scattered over nearly all of hydranth and with a whorl of 5 to 7 around manubrium; 
acrosphere nearly spherical except for slightly flattened proximal side.

One developing gonophore observed, presumably a medusa bud, borne on a distinct pedicel, arising amongst 
tentacles on proximal half of hydranth.

Cnidome (Fig. 6) 
Hydranths—
small stenoteles (n =10): 7.0–7.9 µm long × 4.8–5.2 µm wide (undischarged)
large stenoteles (n =10): 12.2–13.1 µm long × 10.3–11.1 µm wide (undischarged)
macrobasic euryteles (n =10): 21.0–22.1 µm long × 8.2–9.4 µm wide (undischarged)

FIGURE 6. Zanclea implexa, nematocysts, SNM HYD-000493. a, small stenotele. b, large stenotele. c, macrobasic eurytele.

Remarks. Alder (1856b) briefly described Zanclea implexa (as Tubularia implexa) from hydroids growing on 
an old anchor taken at a depth of 40 fathoms (73 m) off Holy Island, northeast England. No illustrations of it were 
provided until the following year (Alder 1857). Allman (1864) assigned the species to Zanclea Gegenbaur, 1856, 
and Hincks (1868) included an account of it in his book on British hydroid zoophytes. Detailed information also 
appeared in the monograph on gymnoblastic hydroids by Allman (1872: 223–226 and 290–292, as Gemmaria 

implexa). A contemporary synonymy of Z. implexa is given in Schuchert (2010), and the nomenclatural status of 
the genus name Zanclea has been discussed earlier (Calder 1988, 1992, 2013). According to Cornelius & Garfath 
(1980), syntype material of the species exists at the Hancock Museum (now the Great North Museum: Hancock), 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England. The life cycle of the species is still incompletely known, with the medusa stage 
not having yet been reared to maturity (Schuchert 2010).

Confusion over species limits in Zanclea deepened following studies by Russell and Rees (1936) on the life 
cycle of specimens identified as Z. implexa. They determined, correctly, that some of the characters employed 
earlier in distinguishing zancleid species and genera varied depending on the stage of development, and were of 
little or no taxonomic value. Several binomena that had been applied to both hydroid and medusa stages were 
thereupon referred by them to the synonymy of Z. implexa. Russell (1953), Kramp (1961), Brinckmann-Voss 
(1970), and others followed by including Z. implexa as a synonym of Z. costata Gegenbaur, 1856, and both of those 
names were assigned in turn to the synonymy of Z. alba (Meyen, 1834) by Calder (1988). Petersen (1990) 
observed that identification of species assigned to Zanclea was extremely difficult, and that their delimitation at the 

time was in a state of chaos. As the 20th century came to a close, several new or seldom-used characters were 
adopted to better distinguish zancleid taxa. Meanwhile, the species studied by Russell and Rees (1936) is now 
believed by Schuchert (2010) to have been Z. sessilis (Gosse, 1853) rather than Z. implexa.

Species diversity within the genus Zanclea had been greatly underestimated until the work of Gravili et al. 
(1996) and Boero et al. (2000) on adaptive radiation in zancleids from the Mediterranean Sea, Papua New Guinea, 
and California. Particular emphasis was given in their studies to differences in cnidome and to symbiotic 
relationships between zancleids and their substrates, particularly Bryozoa. The validity of several named species 
was confirmed, and eight new ones were described. More than 30 species of Zanclea are currently recognized as 
valid in the WoRMS (Schuchert 2017) list, with one of them being Z. implexa. In a recent review of the group by 
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Schuchert (2010), Z. costata is regarded as a species of the Mediterranean, a resurrected Z. implexa is found in the 
North Sea, and Z. alba is a species of the warm North Atlantic and Gulf Stream, common on pelagic Sargassum.

Hydroids referable to Zanclea from the Bay of Fundy (SNM HYD-000493, SNM HYD-001058) have been 
assigned in this study to Z. implexa. Specimens were collected by K.W. Petersen at low tide in Petit Passage and 
Sandy Cove, NS. No way was found to differentiate them from North Sea specimens of the species as described by 
Schuchert (2010), and Z. implexa is therefore believed here to be amphi-Atlantic in distribution. As with the 
account of Z. implexa by Schuchert, specimens examined here from the Fundy region were distinguished by the 
following: (1) hydranth pedicels varied from short to long (up to 4 mm high) and were covered with perisarc; (2) 
hydranths were small (up to 1.75 mm long); (3) macrobasic eurytele nematocysts were present, with their capsules 
forming a dense ring around the hypostome; (4) no microbasic mastigophores were observed; (5) hydroids 
occurred on various substrates (both mussel shells and algae), but not on bryozoans. Also of note, pedicels 
consisted of two tubes, with an inner wavy layer connected to an outer smoother layer by “regularly disposed, 
radiating offsets” (Allman 1877: 224) of perisarc (Figs. 4e, f).

Morphologically, the species is much like Z. giancarloi Boero, Bouillon & Gravili, 2000 from the 
Mediterranean Sea, but it apparently differs in having double-layered perisarc surrounding the pedicels. Zanclea 

giancarloi is also likely a species of warmer waters than the decidedly boreal Z. implexa. Molecular studies are 
needed to confirm whether Fundy specimens are indeed conspecific with Z. implexa, or whether they represent a 
new species.

Specimens reported as Zanclea costata by Trott (2004a) from Cobscook Bay, ME, in the Fundy region (see 
Appendix 1), were likely based on Z. implexa as well. His record was based on an entry in an unpublished checklist 
by Prof. Norman Meinkoth. As noted above, Z. costata is now thought to be restricted in distribution to the 
Mediterranean Sea. That species differs from Z. implexa in having larger hydranths (2–5 mm vs. <2 mm high), a 
different substrate (infaunal bivalves), and microbasic mastigophore nematocysts (Schuchert 2010).

Fraser (1944) included accounts of hydroids assigned to two species, Zanclea costata and Z. gemmosa

McCrady, 1859, from the Atlantic coast of North America. All records were from south of Cape Cod, 
Massachusetts, and none is likely to have been based on the cold water Z. implexa. Reports of Z. costata from the 
region, a species regarded as endemic to the Mediterranean Sea (Schuchert (2010), likely constitute 
misidentifications. Meanwhile, the original description of Z. gemmosa by McCrady (1859) was based solely on 
medusae from Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. Given the absence of life cycle studies on that species, reports of 
hydroids identified as Z. gemmosa remain doubtful. At least some records of both Z. costata and Z. gemmosa from 
the western North Atlantic, especially those from pelagic Sargassum, were probably based instead on Z. alba. In 
light of studies on Zanclea from Europe, cited above, it is likely that diversity within the genus along the east coast 
of North America has been underestimated.

As noted above, the skeleton surrounding pedicels of specimens examined here consisted of a pair of perisarcal 
tubes of different diameter, described early on in the species by authors including Alder (1856b: 440; 1857: 108, pl. 
9, figs. 5, 6), Wright (1859: 107–108), and Hincks (1868: 60, pl. 9, figs. 3a, b). Allman (1872) concluded that this 
was a misinterpretation, believing that the supposed inner layer was simply the outer wall of the coenosarcal tube. 
Russell & Rees (1936) confirmed the existence of two layers of perisarc in hydroids identified as Z. implexa (but 
regarded as Z. sessilis by Schuchert 2010), and suggested that the inner layer was formed during renovation of the 
hydranth as a new tube developed around it within the old tube. This explanation accords at least in part with 
observations made here, with the inner tube often extending beyond the orifice of the outer and older tube to reach 
the base of the hydranth (Fig. 4e). 

Macrobasic euryteles in present material were scattered throughout the hydranth body and in the coenosarcal 
tubes, but were especially concentrated in a band around the hypostome. A hypostomal band of euryteles was also 
noted in hydroids of Z. implexa from Europe by Schuchert (2010).

Recorded distribution. Bay of Fundy: recorded for the first time.
Eastern North America: recorded for the first time.
Worldwide: Northwest Europe, from Norway to northeastern England (Schuchert 2010); Atlantic Canada (this 

study).
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Suborder Filifera Kühn, 1913

Family Oceaniidae Eschscholtz, 1829

Genus Corydendrium Van Beneden, 1844a

Corydendrium dispar Kramp, 1935

Figs. 7a, b, 8

Corydendrium dispar Kramp, 1935: 3, figs. 1a, b, 2a–d, 3, unnumbered plate, figs. 1a, b, 2–8.

FIGURE 7. Filiferan hydroids. a, Corydendrium dispar, colony with three hydranths, SNM HYD-000871. Scale equals 0.5 
mm. b, Corydendrium dispar, distal end of hydrocaulus with a hydranth, SNM HYD-000871. Scale equals 0.25 mm. c, 
Rhizogeton fusiformis, hydranth and young female gonophores, ROMIZ B3101. Scale equals 0.5 mm. d, Rhizogeton fusiformis,
developing female gonophores, ROMIZ B3101. Scale equals 0.25 mm. e, Rhizogeton fusiformis, female gonophores, ROMIZ 
B3101. Scale equals 0.25 mm. f, Bougainvillia muscus, part of colony with two hydranths, ROMIZ B3120. Scale equals 0.25 
mm. g, Bougainvillia muscus, part of colony with medusa buds and tendrils, ROMIZ B3120. Scale equals 0.5 mm.

Type locality. Sweden: Kattegat, Kungsbackafjord, 26 m (Kramp 1935).
Material examined. NS: Petit Passage, south of East Ferry, datum + 5 cm, 14.x.1970, on a mussel shell 

(Mytilus edulis) with other hydroids, one colony, without gonophores, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000871.
Description. Hydroid colony minute, up to 4 mm high, with both stolonal and erect parts, arising from a 

creeping hydrorhiza; growth monopodial with terminal hydranths. Hydrocaulus when present monosiphonic, 
curved and twisted, slender basally, very gradually expanding distally, giving off a few irregular branchlets or a 
branch. Branches and branchlets adnate to axis for a short distance at proximal end before diverging, with branches 
similar in form to main axis; ultimate branchlets mostly short, slender basally, expanding distally, about 0.15–0.20 
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mm in diameter terminally. Perisarc thin, double-layered, this especially noticeable towards base of hydrocaulus or 
pedicel, with inner layer thicker, outer layer filmy, more or less wrinkled throughout. Hydranths terminal, clavate, 
up to 0.5 mm long, 0.15 mm wide, partially surrounded basally by perisarc; hypostome dome-shaped. Tentacles 
filiform, scattered, about 10-14 in number.

Gonophores not seen.
Cnidome (Fig. 8)
Hydranths—
desmonemes (n = 10): 4.5–5.2 µm long × 2.7–3.1 µm wide (undischarged)
microbasic euryteles (n = 10): 8.0–9.9 µm long × 4.0–4.9 µm wide (undischarged)

FIGURE 8. Corydendrium dispar, nematocysts, SNM HYD-000871. a, desmonemes. b, microbasic eurytele. c, microbasic 
eurytele, unusual shape and size.

Remarks. Kramp (1935) discovered this boreal species during an examination of hydroids collected in the 
Skagerrak and Kattegat by L.A. Jägerskiöld of the Göteborgs Naturhistoriska Museum, Sweden. He recognized 
that it was similar to but specifically distinct from Corydendrium parasiticum (Linnaeus, 1767), a warm water 
species, and established the binomen C. dispar for it. Specimens from Norway, identified earlier by Bonnevie 
(1899b) as C. parasiticum, were examined by Kramp and found to be C. dispar. Gonophores arise as oval to nearly 
spherical external outgrowths of the stem, branches, and branchlets, and are not contained within perisarcal tubes 
of stem and branches during development as in C. parasiticum (Kramp 1935). Males of the species are much more 
highly reduced in structure than females.

An infrequently encountered hydroid, Corydendrium dispar has been reported most often from the Kattegat, in 
both Swedish (Kramp 1935; Jägerskiöld 1971; Schuchert 2004) and Danish (Dahl et al. 2009) waters. Elsewhere, it 
has been found along the west coast of Norway as far north as the Trondheimfjord (Kramp 1935), and from the 
Faroes (Jensen & Frederiksen 1992; Schuchert 2004). This is the first record of the species from the Atlantic coast 
of North America.

Specimens of Corydendrium dispar examined here were collected by K.W. Petersen (SNM HYD-000871) on a 
mussel shell in Petit Passage, Nova Scotia. The location is characterized by powerful tidal currents that flow 
through a narrow channel connecting St. Mary’s Bay and the Bay of Fundy. With a vertical tidal range in the region 
of about 7 m, maximum surface currents exceed 3 m/second during an average spring tide (Durand et al. 2008). 
The colony, or colonies, were small, inconspicuous, and partially obscured by the growth of other hydroid species. 
Discovery of the species near low water at this unusual site is noteworthy in that previous records of C. dispar

(Kramp 1935; Jägerskiöld 1971; Jensen & Frederiksen 1992; Schuchert 2004) are from greater depths (26–260 m).
Recorded distribution. Bay of Fundy: recorded for the first time.
Eastern North America: recorded for the first time.
Worldwide: Scandinavia, from the Trondheimfjord to the Kattegat (Kramp 1935); Faroe Islands (Jensen & 

Frederiksen 1992; Schuchert 2004); Atlantic Canada (this study).
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Genus Rhizogeton L. Agassiz, 1862

Rhizogeton fusiformis L. Agassiz, 1862

Figs. 7c–e, 9 

Rhizogeton fusiformis L. Agassiz, 1862: 224, pl. 20, figs. 17–23.—Linkletter et al. 1977: 6.—Calder, 2010: 13.

Type locality. USA: Massachusetts, Nahant, in tide pools (L. Agassiz 1862: 224).
Material examined. NB: St. Andrews, Biological Station wharf, pontoon, 10.vii.1972, <1 m, one colony, with 

male gonophores, coll. A. Brinckmann-Voss, ARC 8650057.—NB: Richardson, Deer Island, 44°59’42”N, 
66°56’45”W, wharf, pontoon slip, just below surface, on Mytilus edulis, 19.xii.1988, 5°C, 34‰, one colony, 
without gonophores, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B1022.—NB: Stuart Town, Deer Island, 45°01’07”N, 66°56’16”W, 
<1 m, on Ascophyllum nodosum, 24.v.1999, 34‰, 9° C, one colony, without gonophores, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ 
B3091.—NB: Letete, Tucker’s Brook, 45°02’52”N, 66°53’36”W, intertidal, in brook, on Ascophyllum nodosum, 
24.v.1999, 23‰, 12° C, two colonies with female gonophores, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3101.—NB: Letete, 
Tucker’s Brook, 45°02’52”N, 66°53’36”W, intertidal, in brook, on Ascophyllum nodosum, 30.v.1999, 23‰, 16° C, 
two colonies, with male gonophores, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3102. 

Description. Athecate hydroids forming stolonal, monomorphic colonies, arising from a creeping and often 
reticular hydrorhiza. Stolons of hydrorhiza covered by thin perisarc, sometimes forming a complex network of 
tubes. Hydranths sessile, elongate, club-shaped to cylindrical to tapering from end to end, up to about 1 cm high, 
naked except for a short collar of thin perisarc at proximal end, while sometimes widely separated, under optimal 
conditions forming dense aggregations of polyps up to several cm long; tentacles as many as 10-30 or more, 
filiform, tapering from broader base to slender tip, appearing scattered but tending to occur in several irregular 
whorls over distal half to 2/3 of hydranth, with those of one whorl alternating with those of adjacent whorl or 
whorls, distal tentacles longer than proximal ones; hypostome elongate, dome-shaped. Hydrorhizal spines absent; 
nematophores absent. Colour orange to ochre-red.

Gonophores fixed sporosacs, arising on peduncles of varying length from hydrorhizal stolons. Male 
gonophores initially almost round, on short peduncle, becoming elongate-oval to fusiform with longer peduncle, 
about 1 mm high, entire structure covered with thin, filmy perisarc; white to deep orange in colour. Female 
gonophores spherical, on short peduncle, later becoming sac-shaped and borne on a long peduncle; perisarc thin, 
filmy, eventually shed over distal end to expose developing embryos on spadix.

Cnidome (Fig. 9)
desmonemes (n = 10): 5.0–6.3 µm long × 3.2–3.8 µm wide (undischarged)
microbasic euryteles (n = 10): 7.9–8.2 µm long × 2.9–3.3 µm wide (undischarged)

FIGURE 9. Rhizogeton fusiformis, nematocysts, ROMIZ B3101. a, desmonemes. b, desmoneme, partially discharged. c, 
heterotrichous microbasic eurytele.

Remarks. Rhizogeton fusiformis L. Agassiz, 1862 was originally described from hydroids growing on rocks 
and stones in intertidal pools at Nahant, Massachusetts (L. Agassiz 1862). Type specimens (MCZ 52) from that 
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location were collected during the month of July (A. Agassiz 1865). Only two other reports provide original 
observations on the species in the western North Atlantic. Notes and an illustration of the trophosome of R. 

fusiformis were provided in a widely overlooked work by H.J. Clark (1865b). He also complemented a description 
of male gonophores of the species by L. Agassiz (1862) with the first account of female gonophores and their 
development (H.J. Clark 1865a, 1865b). Subsequent references to the species by Verrill (1879), Hargitt (1901), 
Kingsley (1910), and Fraser (1944, 1947a) appear to have been based on the original description of R. fusiformis by 
L. Agassiz (1862). Other than a listing of the species in a Bay of Fundy checklist (Linkletter et al. 1977), and a 
brief note of its occurrence in Passamaquoddy Bay, Canada (Calder 2010), this is the first published record of R. 

fusiformis from the northeast coast of North America since the accounts of Louis Agassiz, Alexander Agassiz, and 
Henry James Clark in the 1860s. Macroscopically, hydroids of R. fusiformis generally resemble those of Clava 

multicornis (Forsskål, 1775), and the two species were found together during this study in the Bay of Fundy region, 
even occurring at times on the same thallus of the fucoid alga Ascophyllum nodosum.

The description of R. fusiformis given here is based in part on the original account of L. Agassiz (1862), and in 
part on new observations of specimens from the Bay of Fundy. Type material (MCZ 52) from Nahant, 
Massachusetts, examined previously (Calder 1988), is in poor condition and of little use in characterizing the 
species. The finest specimens examined here were found on thalli of A. nodosum in an intertidal brook running into 
Passamaquoddy Bay from a brackish pond near Letete, NB (ROMIZ B3101, ROMIZ B3102). These colonies, 
collected during late spring (24 May 1999, 30 May 1999), bore gonophores in the form of fixed sporosacs. 
Development of embryos and release of planula larvae were described by H.J. Clark (1865b) from specimens 
collected during May farther south in Massachusetts. A statement by L. Agassiz (1862: 226) that spent gonophores 
of R. fusiformis metamorphose into hydranths was disputed by H.J. Clark (1865a: 342, 1865b: 76, 77). He believed 
that spent gonophores likely wither and are resorbed, and that hydranths may then develop from the base of the old 
gonophore pedicel.

Rhizogeton fusiformis is the type species, by monotypy, of Rhizogeton L. Agassiz, 1862. Five nominal species 
are currently assigned to the genus (WoRMS), including R. nudus Broch, 1910, R. ezoense Yamada, 1964, R. 

sterreri (Calder, 1988), and R. conicus Schuchert, 1996, together with R. fusiformis. According to Schuchert 
(2012), an unnamed species of Rhizogeton, similar to R. nudus but distinct genetically, occurs in the English 
Channel and the Mediterranean Sea. He also noted that Arctic populations differ from R. nudus in the number of 
eggs borne by female gonophores, and might consititute a distinct species. In addition, the identity of a species of 
Rhizogeton occurring across the tropical Indo-Pacific region remains uncertain (Calder, 2010). Rhizogeton 

nematophorus Antsulevich, in Antsulevich & Polteva, 1986 is distinctive in having nematophores, and has been 
assigned instead to Similomerona Schuchert, 2004, as S. nematophora. 

Although poorly known, Rhizogeton is a genus having an essentially worldwide distribution, with species 
reported from the Arctic (Schuchert 2001a), North Atlantic (Schuchert 2004), South Atlantic (Genzano et al. 
2009), North Pacific (Antsulevich 2015), South Pacific (Schuchert 1996), and Indian oceans (Millard 1975). It 
extends across the tropical Indo-Pacific in neritic waters from Mozambique to Hawaii (Calder 2010), and is 
represented by a species comprising part of the pelagic Sargassum fauna in the open North Atlantic (Calder 1988). 

Morphological characters seem generally inadequate as a means of resolving current questions about validity 
of the various putative species of Rhizogeton. Nematocysts of R. conicus appear to be larger than in other known 
species (Cooke 1975; Kubota 1976; Calder 1988; Schuchert 1996, 2004), but the complement of categories 
(desmonemes; microbasic euryteles) is the same throughout. Molecular studies are needed to resolve taxonomic 
issues within the genus. Rhizogeton ezoense Yamada, 1964, best known from the northwest North Pacific (Hirohito 
1988) but also reported from the northeast North Pacific (Brinckmann-Voss 1996), has been regarded by some 
(Antsulevich & Polteva 1986; Antsulevich 1987, 2015; Park 1997) as conspecific or likely conspecific with R. 

fusiformis. Rhizogeton fusiformis and R. nudus have long been maintained as distinct species (e.g., Kramp 1911; 
Dons 1012; Calder 1972; Antsulevich & Polteva 1986; Stepanjants 1989; Schuchert 2001a, 2004, 2012; Ronowicz 
et al. 2013; Antsulevich 2015) even though there is little to separate them morphologically. If the conclusion of 
Park (1997) is correct that they are conspecific, the range of the species would be extended well beyond the western 
North Atlantic. Meanwhile, a record of R. fusiformis in European waters by Browne (1897) was thought by 
Schuchert (2004) to have been based on R. nudus instead. Schuchert (2012) included R. nudus, but not R. 

fusiformis, in his guidebook on north-west European athecate hydroids. As for the specific name of the former 
species, it has been spelled in the literature as both nudum and nudus. Dons (1912) and Schuchert (2004) noted that 
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the latter is nomenclaturally correct because this Latin adjective must agree in gender with the masculine generic 
name Rhizogeton (ICZN Art. 31.2).

Advances in the classification of hydrozoans are currently being made through application of molecular 
methods. One early hypothesis (Cartwright et al. 2008) has included the genus Rhizogeton within Gonoproxima 
Cartwright et al. 2008, a group of Filifera in which gonophores arise from hydrocauli, pedicels, or stolons rather 
than from hydranths. That clade was said to comprise Dicoryne Allman, 1859b together with the families 
Bougainvilliidae Lütken, 1850, Oceaniidae Eschscholtz, 1829, Pandeidae Haeckel, 1879, and Rathkeidae Russell, 
1953. Rhizogeton nudus was included amongst a total of 110 taxa of Hydrozoa in the analysis. Molecular work has 
yet to be done on R. fusiformis.

Recorded distribution. Bay of Fundy, mentioned without data: Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977); 
Passamaquoddy Bay, NB (Calder 2010).

Eastern North America: Newfoundland (reported herein) to Nahant, Massachusetts (L. Agassiz 1862).
Worldwide: As above, and possibly extending to the northwestern North Pacific.

Family Bougainvilliidae Lütken, 1850

Genus Bougainvillia Lesson, 1830

Bougainvillia muscus (Allman, 1863)

Figs. 7f, g, 10

Perigonymus muscus Allman, 1863: 12 [incorrect subsequent spelling of Perigonimus M. Sars, 1846]
?Bougainvillia superciliaris.—Verrill 1874: 733 [not Bougainvillia superciliaris (L. Agassiz, 1850)].
?Bougainvillia carolinensis.—Stafford 1912: 72.—Fraser 1918: 338.—Brinkhurst et al., 1976: 10, unnumbered figure [not

Bougainvillia carolinensis (McCrady, 1859].
?Bougainivillia superciliaris.—Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127 [incorrect subsequent spelling of Bougainvillia Lesson, 

1830] [not Bougainvillia superciliaris (L. Agassiz, 1850)].

Type locality. England: Devon, Torquay (Torbay) (Allman 1863: 12).
Material examined. NS: Annapolis Basin, Annapolis Royal, on mooring line, 19.ix.1984, three polysiphonic 

colony fragments, up to 2.5 cm high, without hydranths, with tendrils, one fragment with medusa buds, coll. J.S. 
Bleakney, ROMIZ B511.—NB: St. Andrews, Brandy Cove, on algae on wharf piling, intertidal, 21.viii.1984, two 
polysiphonic colonies, up to 4.1 cm high, without medusa buds, with tendrils, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B605.—NB: 
Letete, on pontoon slip of wharf, just below surface, 14.viii.1988, 12.5° C, 31.5‰, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ 
B4135.—NB: St. Andrews, pontoon slip at public wharf, 45°04’17”N, 67°03’17”W, <1 m, on Ascophyllum 

nodosum, 32.5‰, 9°C, 27.v.1999, one monosiphonic colony, up to 1.9 cm high, without medusa buds, with 
tendrils, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3083.—NB: Richardson, Deer Island, 44°59’42”N, 66°56’45”W, on pontoon 
slip of wharf, <1 m, on Mytilus edulis, 34‰, 9° C, 22.v.1999, colony without medusa buds, coll. D. Calder, 
ROMIZ B3087.—NB: St. Andrews, pontoon slip of public wharf, 45°04’17”N, 67°03’17”W, just below surface, 
16° C, 20.viii.1999, two monosiphonic colonies, up to 3.2 cm high, with medusa buds and tendrils, coll. D. Calder, 
ROMIZ B3120.—ME: Cobscook Bay, near Estes Head, 44°53’36”N, 66°59’37”W, 07.viii.2005, on aquaculture 
float, <1 m, several fragments of a polysiphonic colony, up to 2.5 cm high, without medusa buds, with tendrils, 
coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4129.

Description. Hydroid colonies erect, up to 4.1 cm high, arising from a creeping hydrorhiza; distal parts of 
colony with vermiform tendrils of various lengths. Hydrocaulus monosiphonic or polysiphonic, crooked to nearly 
straight, at least basally, irregularly to more or less alternately branched, widest at base, narrowest distally; main 
branches tortuous to nearly straight, usually more slender than hydrocaulus; terminal branchlets slender 
proximally, short ones gradually increasing in diameter from proximal to distal end, long ones mostly cylindrical 
above base, proximal end wrinkled; perisarc of hydrocaulus relatively thick basally, thinner elsewhere, mostly 
wrinkled but with some smooth parts, commonly overgrown with diatoms and protozoans; perisarc of main 
branches mostly wrinkled, nowhere regularly annulated; perisarc of tendrils very thin, slightly wrinkled; perisarc of 
branchlets wrinkled, extending distally as a cup-shaped pseudohydrotheca over base of contracted hydranth, not 
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extending as a sheath over bases of tentacles or over hypostome, pseudohydrotheca not so apparent when hydranths 
extended. Hydranths cylindrical to fusiform to sac-shaped; tentacles solid, filiform but tapering from slender tip to 
broader base, up to 16 in number, amphicoronate, arranged in two close whorls around distal end of hydranth; 
hypostome conical.

Gonophores free medusae. Medusa buds subspherical to pyriform, borne at end of stalks arising singly from 
branchlets below hydranths, stalks often quite long; entire structure invested in thin perisarc.

Cnidome (Fig. 10)
desmonemes (n = 10): 4.1–4.4 µm long × 2.5–2.8 µm wide (undischarged)
microbasic euryteles (n = 10): 5.8–6.7 µm long × 2.9–3.2 µm wide (undischarged)

FIGURE 10. Bougainvillia muscus, nematocysts of hydroid, ROMIZ B3120. a, desmoneme. b, two heterotrichous microbasic 
euryteles. c, heterotrichous microbasic eurytele, discharged.

Remarks. Hydroids referable to Bougainvillia Lesson, 1830 were frequent during this study on floating 
structures in Passamaquoddy Bay, including pontoon slips of wharves (ROMIZ B3083, ROMIZ B3087, ROMIZ 
B3120), aquaculture floats (ROMIZ B4129), and mooring lines (ROMIZ B511). Although medusae were not 
raised from any of the colonies, the specimens otherwise conformed with accounts of B. muscus (Allman, 1863). 
As with populations of the species from European waters (Schuchert 2007; Calder 2012), both polysiphonic and 
monosiphonic colonies were observed, and tendrils (apical or terminal stolons) were frequent on them. Medusa 
buds on fertile colonies arose singly from ultimate branchlets rather than being grouped on branched stalks, as in 
the morphologically similar trophosomes of B. pyramidata (Forbes & Goodsir, 1853). Medusa production in 
hydroids of B. muscus from the lower Bay of Fundy appears to occur during late summer. Specimens from 
Annapolis Royal, NS (ROMIZ B511), collected on 19 September 1984, bore medusa buds, as did material from St. 
Andrews, NB (ROMIZ B3120), collected on 20 August 1999.

Although this is the first report of B. muscus from the Bay of Fundy, and from Atlantic Canada, at least some 
earlier reports of hydroids of B. superciliaris (L. Agassiz, 1850) and B. carolinensis (McCrady, 1859) from the 
Fundy region may have been based on misidentifications of this species. While the medusa stage of B. superciliaris

has indeed been reported from the Bay of Fundy (e.g., Stimpson 1853, as Hippocrene superciliaris; Bigelow 1914; 
Fish & Johnson 1937; Shih et al. 1971; Trott 2004a), its hydroid is now known to occur as stolonal colonies unlike 
the erect and branched forms mistakenly attributed to the species in older literature on hydrozoans (e.g., L. Agassiz 
1862; A. Agassiz 1865; Mayer 1910a; Fraser 1944; Berrill 1949). Reliable accounts of the hydroid of B. 

superciliaris, described as stolonal and obscure, were provided for the first time in the 1960s (Uchida & Nagao 
1960; Werner 1961; Nagao 1964; Edwards 1966). Of particular note, Werner (1961) followed the complete life 
cycle of the species from medusa to stolonal hydroid and back to medusa in the laboratory. Hartlaub (1911) had 
earlier outlined the life cycle of a stolonal species that he thought was B. superciliaris, but his account is now 
known to have been based instead on B. principis (Steenstrup, in Lütken, 1850) (Vannucci & Rees, 1961; Edwards 
1966; Schuchert 2007).

Misconceptions in the North American literature about the hydroid stage of B. superciliaris having an erect 
and branched colony of moderate size originate from the works of L. Agassiz (1862) and A. Agassiz (1865), and 
confusion has persisted until recent times. Clarifying the identity of the species entails going back to its 
 Zootaxa 4256 (1)  © 2017 Magnolia Press  ·  23HYDROIDS FROM THE BAY OF FUNDY



establishment, as Hippocrene superciliaris, based solely on a medusa population from Massachusetts, USA (L. 
Agassiz, 1850: 273, pls. 1–3). Years later, a hydroid was subjectively linked to it by L. Agassiz (1862) and A. 
Agassiz (1865). No type material exists (medusae and hydroids identified as B. superciliaris at MCZ were all 
collected after the original description), but there is little uncertainty about the identity of the medusa. However, the 
hydroid that L. and A. Agassiz linked to the medusa of B. superciliaris had an erect and branched colony form. Life 
cycle studies noted above (Uchida & Nagao 1960; Werner 1961; Nagao 1964) clearly demonstrated that hydroids 
of the species are stolonal. Subsequent identifications of hydroids based on the erroneous early descriptions of B. 

superciliaris by the Agassizs are therefore unsound. Questions then arise whether the hydroids they described and 
illustrated can be recognized as those of another known species. Hartlaub 1911: 174) suggested that they might be 
conspecific with either B. ramosa (sensu Van Beneden, 1844b) (=B. muscus) or B. carolinensis. Vannucci & Rees 
(1961: 87) also thought the hydroid and young medusa stages might be identical with B. ramosa (=B. muscus). 
Schuchert (2007) considered that identification unlikely because older medusae described in the work of A. 
Agassiz bore at least seven tentacles per marginal bulb, and adults of B. muscus usually have fewer (Russell 1953, 
as B. ramosa; Kramp 1961, as B. ramosa; Schuchert 2007). However, it was not made clear in the younger 
Agassiz’s monograph, or in an earlier paper by him (A. Agassiz 1862), how development of the medusa was 
followed, whether from cultures in the laboratory or more likely from specimens captured in the plankton and 
assumed to be the same species. In any case, the identity of the hydroid in question remains unclear. Taxonomic 
and life cycle investigations are warranted to better resolve the identity of one or more species of hydroids referable 
to the genus Bougainvillia occurring along the boreal coast of northeastern North America. Meanwhile, records of 
B. superciliaris from the Bay of Fundy are included here with question in the synonymy list of B. muscus, a species 
reported herein. As for B. carolinensis, it is a warm-temperate species ranging from southern Florida and the Gulf 
of Mexico northwards to Massachusetts (Mayer 1910a; Bigelow 1914; Kramp 1961; Petersen 1964; Segura-
Puertas et al. 2009) and is unlikely to occur in cold waters of the Bay of Fundy. Bougainvillia rugosa S.F. Clarke, 
1882, a species with large hydroid colonies and with medusae that are fertile at liberation, is unreported north of 
Chesapeake Bay on the east coast of the USA (Calder 1971).

Detailed taxonomic accounts of B. muscus are given by Vannucci & Rees (1961, as B. ramosa), Calder (1988), 
and Schuchert (2007). Of particular note, molecular evidence was provided by Schuchert in support of the 
supposed wide geographic distribution of the species. 

Nomenclaturally, the specific name muscus is a Latin noun meaning “moss.” Originally combined with 
Perigonimus M. Sars, 1846 (gender: masculine), it remains unchanged when combined with the genus 
Bougainvillia (gender: feminine) (ICZN Art. 31.2).

Recorded distribution. Bay of Fundy: recorded for the first time as Bougainvillia muscus. Bay of Fundy 
(?Verrill 1874, as Bougainvillia superciliaris); St. Andrews, NB (?Stafford 1912, as B. carolinensis); Katy Cove 
and Joe’s Point, St. Andrews, NB (?Fraser 1918, as B. carolinensis); Passamaquoddy Bay (?Brinkhurst et al. 1976, 
as B. carolinensis); Bay of Fundy (?Henry & Kenchington 2004a, as Bougainivillia superciliaris).

Eastern North America: Bay of Fundy to southern New England and Bermuda (Calder 2010); medusa stage 
reported southwards to the Carolinas (Allwein 1967; Calder & Hester 1978).

Elsewhere: believed to be essentially circumglobal (Schuchert 2007; Calder 2010, 2012).

Family Pandeidae Haeckel, 1879

Genus Rhizorhagium M. Sars, in G.O. Sars, 1874

Rhizorhagium roseum M. Sars, in G.O. Sars, 1874

Figs. 11, 12

Rhizorhagium roseum M. Sars, in G.O. Sars, 1874: 129.

Type locality. Norway: Mangerfjord, “Bongnestrømmen” (Bognestrømmen), 20 fm (37 m) on Tubularia indivisa 

(Rees 1956: 114).
Material examined. NS: Bay of Fundy, 8 km NE of Centreville, 27.v.1936, on Halecium muricatum, five 
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colonies or fragments of a colony or colonies, all with female gonophores, coll. J. Stevenson, ARC 8650054.–NS: 
Bay of Fundy, 8 km NE of Centreville, 27.v.1936, on Halecium muricatum, one fragment of a colony or colonies, 
with female gonophores, coll. J. Stevenson, ROMIZ B4220.

FIGURE 11. Rhizorhagium roseum, parts of a colony. a, pedicel with hydranth, ARC 8650054. Scale equals 0.5 mm. b, 
hydranth with enveloping pseudohydrotheca, ARC 8650054. Scale equals 0.25 mm. c, female gonophore, ARC 8650054. Scale 
equals 0.2 mm.

Description. Hydroid colonies stolonal, arising from a hydrorhiza of creeping stolons. Hydranth pedicels 
unbranched, of varied length but mostly long, approaching 1 cm high, somewhat curved or twisted in preserved 
specimens, of uniform diameter or widening only slightly towards distal end; perisarc of pedicel mostly wrinkled, 
some parts more distinctly so than others, but not regularly annulated, thickest basally, gradually thinning out 
distally, extending as a filmy covering over base of hydranth, forming a large, loose, goblet-shaped, somewhat 
rugose pseudohydrotheca, perisarc not extending as tubes over bases of tentacles or hypostome. Hydranths quite 
large, vasiform to sac-shaped; tentacles filiform, tapering from slender tip to broad base, about 10-12 in number, 
arranged around distal end of hydranth; hypostome nipple-shaped, exceptionally large relative to size of hydranth.

Gonophores fixed sporosacs. Female sporosacs borne on short, slender, tapered pedicels arising from stolons 
of hydrorhiza, sometimes occurring in a dense cluster; spadix enveloped by a large, balloon-shaped, transparent 
membrane covered with thin perisarc; several planulae developing from sides of spadix within spacious cavity of 
gonophore capsule. Male gonophores not seen.

Cnidome (Fig. 12)
desmonemes (n = 10): 3.9–4.2 µm long × 2.4–2.8 µm wide (undischarged)
small microbasic euryteles (n = 10): 5.9–6.8 µm long × 2.9–3.5 µm wide (undischarged)
large microbasic euryteles (n = 10): 8.0–8.8 µm long × 4.0–4.5 µm wide (undischarged)
unidentified nematocyst (n = 1): 12.0 µm long × 6.4 µm wide (undischarged)
Remarks. Although the generic name Rhizorhagium and the species name R. roseum were made available in a 

publication by G.O. Sars (1874), authorship of both names was attributed therein solely to M. Sars. That original 
account, a preliminary one without illustrations, included a diagnosis of the genus (in Latin) and comments on 
occurrences in Norwegian waters of its only included species. Michael Sars had encountered the hydroid near 
Bergen, and Georg Ossian Sars reported finding it at Lofoten. An exhaustive description, accompanied by 
illustrations, was provided later (M. Sars 1877). In that work, the generic name was spelled Rhizoragium, which 
must be taken to be an incorrect subsequent spelling (ICZN Art. 33.3). Both Broch (1916, as Perigonimus roseus) 
and Rees (1938) added to taxonomic knowledge of the species, and Rees (1956) determined that the type material 
was from Bognestrømmen in the Mangerfjord, Norway. A recent synonymy list and overview is given by 
Schuchert (2007). Noteworthy amongst the synonyms is Garveia groenlandica Levinsen, 1893, and it was under 
that name that the species was recorded from the east and west coasts of the North American continent during the 
first half of the twentieth century (Fraser 1937, 1944, 1947a).

This, the first record of Rhizorhagium roseum from the Bay of Fundy, is based on material (ARC 8650054) 
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from Minas Channel, Nova Scotia. The specimens, collected in 1936, were somewhat deteriorated and the colour 
of the colony or colonies had faded, but they appear to have been robust and thriving at the time of collection. 
Numerous female gonophores were present. The specimens were found on Halecium muricatum, and other 
hydroids appear from literature records to be frequent substrates of the species (e.g., Schuchert 2007; Calder 2012). 
Although scant collection data were available with the sample, water temperatures in the bay at the time of 
collection (May) would have been cold (<10°C).

FIGURE 12. Rhizorhagium roseum, nematocysts of hydroid, ROMIZ B4220. a, desmoneme, undischarged. b, desmoneme, 
discharged. c, small microbasic eurytele. d, large microbasic eurytele. e, unidentified nematocyst, undischarged. f, unidentified 
nematocyst, discharged.

Rhizorhagium roseum has usually been assigned to the family Bougainvilliidae Lütken, 1850 (e.g., Rees 1956; 
Calder 1972, 2012; Bouillon et al. 2006; Schuchert 2007, 2012; Antsulevich 2015; WoRMS). In an earlier work 
(Calder 1988), the genera Rhizorhagium M. Sars, in G.O. Sars, 1874 and Parawrightia Warren, 1907 were grouped 
within Bougainvilliidae as a new subfamily, Rhizorhagiinae Calder, 1988. Hydroids assigned to the subfamily were 
distinguished from other bougainvilliids in having hydranths that were vasiform and enveloped by distinct 
pseudohydrothecae, hypostomes that were unusually prominent and nipple-shaped, tentacles that were arranged in 
two or more close whorls, and gonophores (where known) that were fixed sporosacs (Calder 1988). Their hydroids 
morphologically resemble those of some genera (e.g., Leuckartiara Hartlaub, 1914, Neoturris Hartlaub, 1914, 
Halitholus Hartlaub, 1914) assigned to Pandeidae Haeckel, 1879. Moreover, a recent phylogram in Prudkovsky et 

al. (2016) indicates that R. roseum has a much closer affinity with Pandeidae Haeckel, 1879 than with 
Bougainvilliidae. Included in a clade with R. roseum were Leuckartiara octona (Fleming, 1823), L. nobilis

Hartlaub, 1914, Neoturris breviconis (Murbach & Shearer, 1902), Hydrichthys boycei Warren, 1916, Catablema 

vesicarium (A. Agassiz, 1862), and Garveia nutans Wright, 1859. All are regarded as pandeids except G. nutans, 
currently and likely erroneously taken be a bougainvilliid. Considerable divergence was apparent between this 
clade and others that included various species of Bougainvillia Lesson, 1830. As for G. nutans, it strongly 
resembles R. roseum morphologically in having a vasiform hydranth enveloped by a pseudohydrotheca, an 
exceptionally large hypostome, and fixed sporosacs of similar morphology. Based on morphological characters, 
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and especially on the molecular evidence of Prudkovsky et al. noted above, R. roseum and the subfamily 
Rhizorhagiinae are transferred here from Bougainvilliidae to Pandeidae. Also assigned herewith to the subfamily, 
along with Rhizorhagium and Parawrightia, is Garveia Wright, 1859. Meanwhile, the possible taxonomic makeup 
and nomenclatural status of Rhizorhagiinae needs further consideration, as its scope may encompass one or more 
genera already assigned to Pandeidae. Recent diagnoses of Pandeidae include those of Schuchert (2007) and Calder 
(2010), but the family as presently conceived is likely polyphyletic (Daly et al. 2007).

Garveia, Rhizorhagium, and Parawrightia are obviously much alike, and characters that have been highlighted 
in differentiating them need to be reassessed. Schuchert (2007) earlier noted the inadequacy of contemporary 
diagnoses in distinguishing Garveia and Rhizorhagium, and suggested that molecular phylogenies were needed to 
sort out their relationships. Based on current evidence it seems almost certain that those two genera will prove to be 
identical because of the close resemblance of their type species, G. nutans and R. roseum. If so, then Rhizorhagium

would become a junior subjective synonym of Garveia, and R. roseum would be assigned the binomen Garveia 

rosea. Certain other species now assigned to both Rhizorhagium and Garveia are probably also misclassified. For 
example, Rhizorhagium arenosum (Alder, 1862) has been shown to have affinities with Bougainvilliidae rather 
than with R. roseum, the genus Rhizorhagium, and the family Pandeidae (Prudkovsky 2016). Similarly, Garveia 

franciscana resembles bougainvilliids more closely than Garveia and its type species G. nutans. It may warrant 
removal to Calyptospadix Clarke, 1882, an obscure bougainvilliid genus. As noted by Schuchert (2007) earlier, 
however, it seems best to maintain current usage until more information is available on these genera. 

In terms of identification, hydroids of Rhizorhagium roseum are distinctive in the prominence and shape of 
their hypostomes, their stolonal or mostly stolonal colonies, the considerable length of their pedicels, the 
pronounced development of their pseudohydrothecae, their balloon-shaped sporosacs that arise only from the 
hydrorhiza, and in life by the rosy to reddish colour of their colonies (e.g., Sars 1877; Rees 1938; Schuchert 2007, 
2012). As with hydroids of species of the pandeid genus Amphinema Haeckel, 1879, and of Garveia nutans, 
hydranths bend over sharply on being disturbed (Wright 1859; Schuchert 2007; Calder 2012).

The cnidome of Rhizorhagium roseum in material examined here appears to comprise desmonemes, small and 
large microbasic euryteles, and a rare category that could not be identified (Fig. 12). Three of the latter kind were 
seen discharged, along with one that was undischarged, but it was impossible to determine the character of the 
thread in either case. The other three kinds of nematocysts were common to abundant.

Distributionally, Rhizorhagium roseum has been considered a circumpolar Arctic-boreal species (Schuchert 
2012). Although recorded on this coast as far south as Vineyard Sound, Massachusetts, by Fraser (1944, as Garveia 

groenlandica), that record warrants verification. In waters of eastern Canada, it is known from Bay of Islands, 
Newfoundland (Fraser 1918, as G. groenlandica), Sugluk Creek (Sugluk Inlet), Hudson Strait (Fraser 1931, as G. 

groenlandica), SE Hudson Bay (Calder 1972), and the Saguenay River, Quebec (Calder 1972). The reported 
bathymetric distribution of the species is from 10–200 m (Schuchert 2007; Antsulevich 2015). It was recorded by 
Brinckmann-Voss (1996) from an intertidal tidepool at Race Rocks, British Columbia, and from infralittoral and 
subtidal areas nearby.

Recorded distribution. Bay of Fundy: recorded for the first time.
Eastern North America: Foxe Basin and Greenland to southern Massachusetts (Fraser 1944, 1947a, as Garveia 

groenlandica; Calder 1970; Schuchert 2007).
Worldwide: Northeast Atlantic from the White and Barents seas to western Scotland; Iceland; Faroes; 

Svalbard; Northeast Pacific from Alaska to southern Vancouver Island (Brinckmann-Voss 1996; Schuchert 2001a, 
2007; Calder 2012; Ronowicz et al. 2013; Antsulevich 2015).

Family Hydractiniidae L. Agassiz, 1862

Genus Hydractinia Van Beneden, 1844a

Hydractinia symbiolongicarpus Buss & Yund, 1989

Fig. 13a

Hydractinia symbiolongicarpus Buss & Yund, 1989: 863, figs. 1, 2.
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Type locality. USA: Long Island Sound, Connecticut, Guilford, Harrison Point, 41°16'N, 72°44' W (Buss & Yund 
1989: 868).

Material examined. NS: Kingsport, 19.vii.1966, low tide, one colony, on gastropod shell occupied by 
Pagurus longicarpus, with gastrozooids and gonozooids, gonozooids with female gonophores, coll. J.S. Bleakney 
& K.H. Bailey, ROMIZ B643.

FIGURE 13. Filiferan hydroids, continued. a, Hydractinia symbiolongicarpus, part of colony with gastrozooid, gonozooid 
with female gonophores, spine, and dactylozooid, ROMIZ B643. Scale equals 0.25 mm. b, Eudendrium bleakneyi, sp. nov.,
hydranth, holotype, ROMIZ B1473. Scale equals 0.1 mm. c, Eudendrium bleakneyi, female gonophores, paratype, ROMIZ 
B1381. Scale equals 0.1 mm. d, Eudendrium bleakneyi, male gonophores, holotype, ROMIZ B1473. Scale equals 0.1 mm. e, 
Eudendrium vaginatum, part of a stem with hydranth pedicels, SNM HYD-001053. Scale equals 0.5 mm. f, Eudendrium 
vaginatum, tip of a pedicel with hydranth, bent over, SNM HYD-001053. Scale equals 0.2 mm.

Description. Hydroid encrusting a gastropod shell occupied by pagurid crab Pagurus longicarpus. Colony 
stolonal, with a dense aggregation zooids arising from an encrustation of naked coenosarc dotted by innumerable 
small perisarcal spines and a lesser number of much larger, jagged perisarcal spines, grooves of these spines filled 
with naked coenosarc. Zooids naked, polymorphic, in poor condition but with distinguishable gastrozooids, 
gonozooids, and dactylozooids. Gastrozooids columnar, varying in height but about 2–3 mm high, terminating in 
an elongated hypostome; tentacles in a staggered but narrow ring at distal end, tapering from base to tip, about 20 
in number, appearing amphicoronate, with ones in upper whorl larger than those in lower whorl. Gonozooids 
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columnar, shorter, lacking tentacles, terminating with a cap of bulbous nematocyst batteries. Dactylozooids 
tentacle-shaped, tapering from proximal to distal end, located inside orifice of shell adjacent to hermit crab. Colony 
female, with each gonozooid bearing several gonophores in a whorl. 

Gonophores fixed sporosacs lacking tentacles and canals, varying from nearly spherical to oval to irregular in 
shape, each one with several eggs.

Cnidome. Undescribed.
Remarks. Difficulties identifying species of Hydractinia Van Beneden, 1844a on the basis of traditional 

morphology alone have long been apparent. For example, Nutting (1901a) compared hydroids from Plymouth, UK, 
and Woods Hole, USA, and concluded that European populations assigned to H. echinata (Fleming, 1828) were 
readily distinguishable from American populations referred to H. polyclina L. Agassiz, 1860 based on the much 
larger size of their polyps and the smaller number of tentacles on gastrozooids. Fraser (1912) came to a different 
conclusion after examining specimens from Massachusetts (Vineyard Haven, Tarpaulin Cove, Woods Hole), Maine 
(South Harpswell), North Carolina (Beaufort), Nova Scotia (Canso), and New Brunswick (Grand Manan), and 
comparing them with colonies from Devon, England (Plymouth). No consistent differences of taxonomic 
importance could be found by him between populations from the two sides of the North Atlantic, and he referred 
them all to a single species, H. echinata (Fleming, 1828).

Alternative methods have helped in resolving the taxonomy of this difficult genus. Utilizing breeding 
experiments, electrophoretic analyses, and morphometrics, Buss & Yund (1989) demonstrated that hydroids 
commonly identified as Hydractinia echinata from northeastern North America comprised a sibling species group. 
Moreover, none of these sibling species was conspecific with the European H. echinata. One of the American 
populations, found as epibionts on shells inhabited predominantly by the hermit crab Pagurus longicarpus between 
Freeport, Maine, and Guilford, Connecticut, was established as a new species, H. symbiolongicarpus Buss & Yund, 
1989.

Two other species were recognized in the complex. A population sampled between Starboard, Maine, and 
Nahant, Massachusetts, growing as epibionts on shells of Littorina littorea inhabited by the hermit crab Pagurus 

acadianus, was referred by Buss and Yund (1989) to H. polyclina L. Agassiz, 1860. A lectotype of that species, 
designated as MCZ 9010-b, was selected by them from what is taken to have been Louis Agassiz’s syntype 
material at the Museum of Comparative Zoology (MCZ). While collection localities of the species were not 
specified in the original accounts of L. Agassiz (1860, 1862), A. Agassiz (1865) listed material at MCZ from Grand 
Manan Island, NB, in the Bay of Fundy, as well as from Massachusetts (Chelsea Beach, Swampscott, Nantucket 
Shoals, and Nahant). The lectotype specimen was taken from an original collection (MCZ 55) obtained at Grand 
Manan during 1859 by A.E. Verrill. Remaining material from that collection, together with specimens in another 
lot obtained at Grand Manan (MCZ 56), form part of the paralectotype series. The second species, also recognized 
as new (H. symbiopollicaris Buss & Yund, 1989), occurred on shells occupied by hermit crabs identified as P. 

pollicaris. Colonies of that species were collected at Woods Hole, Massachusetts, and Guilford, Connecticut. Of 
the three species distinguished by Buss & Yund, H. polyclina appears to have a stronger boreal affinity. 
Hydractiniid hydroids identified earlier from cold waters of the lower Bay of Fundy as H. echinata were most 
likely based on H. polyclina, a conclusion supported by the collection locality of the lectotype of that species. 
Hydroids of Hydractinia symbiolongicarpus occurring northwards to estuaries of central Maine were thought to 
represent either recent introductions or disjunct populations of a species occurring predominantly south of Cape 
Cod (Folino & Yund 1998). The species has been shown here to extend even further north into Minas Basin, NS, in 
the upper Bay of Fundy, where it is also likely disjunct. As for Hydractinia symbiopollicaris, it is not known to 
occur north of Cape Cod (Buss & Yund 1989; Cunningham et al. 1991).

Trophosome morphology was found by Buss & Yund (1989) to be of less utility in distinguishing the three 
sibling species than the identity of the pagurid crabs occupying their substrate shells. Nevertheless, there was a 
tendency for the chitinous skeleton of the hydroid to grow beyond the shell margin in H. polyclina but not in the 
others. Colonies of both H. polyclina and H. symbiopollicaris also occasionally included unusual gastrozooids 
having 3–5 tentacles with significantly thickened bases, alternating with 2-4 shorter tentacles of normal shape. 
Such polyps were not seen by them in H. symbiolongicarpus. 

Questions remain over the taxonomy and biogeography of these putative species. According to Miglietta et al. 
(2009), preliminary molecular studies suggest that H. symbiopollicaris may be conspecific with H. polyclina. 
Confirmation of this conclusion is warranted, and both species are currently recognized as valid in WoRMS. 
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Moreover, Miglietta et al. proposed that H. polyclina is in fact an amphi-Atlantic species, occurring on the coasts of 
Belgium and Denmark as well as northeastern North America. At those locations in Europe, the species was 
thought by the authors to have been misidentified previously as H. echinata. That conclusion, too, merits re-
examination. Hydractinia polyclina was not included in an account of northwest European anthoathecates by 
Schuchert (2012).

The occurrence of Hydractinia symbiolongicarpus in Minas Basin is biogeographically noteworthy in that its 
known distribution elsewhere is entirely to the south of the region. Nevertheless, the basin is hydrographically 
distinct from much of the rest of the Bay of Fundy, in part because of significantly warmer surface water 
temperatures during summer. As a result, several species of marine invertebrates, isolated from their primary 
populations along the Atlantic coast of the United States, are known to occur there (Ganong 1890b; Bousfield & 
Leim 1960: 26). Notably, one of the species included in the list of Bousfield and Leim was the hermit crab Pagurus 

longicarpus. To the list of disjunct species in Bousfield and Leim may be added the relatively warm-water hydroids 
H. symbiolongicarpus and Obelia bidentata S.F. Clark, 1875, both reported herein. Eudendrium album Nutting, 
1896, identified during this study from Minas Basin, may be another. Although reported earlier by Fraser (1918) 
from perpetually cold waters of the lower Bay of Fundy, its actual distribution in the bay may be restricted to areas 
having seasonally warmer water temperatures. Other similar species occurring near the mouth of the Bay of Fundy 
(E. capillare Alder, 1856a; E. bleakneyi, sp. nov.), could easily be mistaken for E. album.

As noted elsewhere (e.g., Schuchert 2001a, 2008a; Cartwright et al. 2008; Calder et al. 2014), molecular 
studies have revealed that the genera Hydractinia and Clava Gmelin, 1791 are closely related and should be 
referred to the same family. A nomenclatural problem arises from this discovery because widely used family names 
(Clavidae McCrady, 1859; Hydractiniidae L. Agassiz, 1862) have been based on the two genera. Prevailing usage 
so far this century has been to combine them in Hydractiniidae and to abandon Clavidae. While this is counter to 
the Principle of Priority in nomenclature, it has been justified given the greater number of species assigned to 
Hydractiniidae and to the supposed greater familiarity of that name. A ruling on the issue from the ICZN is needed 
in the interests of nomenclatural stability. Meanwhile, prevailing usage has been maintained here. 

The binomen H. polyclina has often been attributed to L. Agassiz (1862). Although the species was first 
described in that publication, the specific name was made nomenclaturally available two years earlier. The name 
Hydractinia polyclina was used by L. Agassiz (1860) in association with illustrations of the species, thereby 
meeting criteria of availability (ICZN Art. 12.2.7).

A substantial literature exists on the genetics of allorecognition, and rejection or fusion, of merging conspecific 
colonies of sessile invertebrates. Hydractinia symbiolongicarpus has been used extensively a model organism in 
such studies (see Rosengarten et al. 2011, Powell et al. 2011).

Recorded distribution. Bay of Fundy: recorded for the first time.
Eastern North America: Bay of Fundy (this study) to Beaufort, North Carolina (Miglietta et al. 2009).
Worldwide: As above.

Family Eudendriidae L. Agassiz, 1862

Genus Eudendrium Ehrenberg, 1834

Eudendrium bleakneyi, sp. nov.

Figs. 13b–d, 14, 15 

Material examined. HOLOTYPE. NB: St. Croix River, St. Andrews, off Joe's Point, 45°04’30”N, 67°05’20”W, 
16 m, scallop drag, 06.ix.1984, several colony fragments, up to 11 mm high, with male gonophores, coll. D. Calder, 
ROMIZ B1473.

PARATYPES. NB: St. Croix River, St. Andrews, off Joe's Point, 45°04’30”N, 67°05’20”W, 16 m, scallop 
drag, 06.ix.1984, one colony, 1.1 mm high, with single blastostyle having two female gonophores, coll. D. Calder, 
ROMIZ B1381.

NB: St. Croix River, St. Andrews, off Joe's Point, 45°04’30”N, 67°05’20”W, 16 m, scallop drag, 06.ix.1984, 
one colony, 6 mm high, one blastostyle with male gonophores, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B1472.
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NB: St. Croix River, St. Andrews, off Joe's Point, 45°04’30”N, 67°05’20”W, 16 m, scallop drag, 06.ix.1984, 
one colony, 5.5 mm high, without gonophores, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B1475.

Etymology. The specific name honours Dr. J.S. Bleakney of Acadia University, an esteemed mentor who 
contributed greatly to the content of this work.
 

FIGURE 14. Eudendrium bleakneyi, sp. nov., paratype, ROMIZ B1472. a, hydranth, low magnification, darkfield. b, 
hydranth, medium magnification. c, hydranth, cleared, medium magnification, showing nematocyst band. d, male gonophores, 
low magnification, darkfield. e, tip of male gonophore, medium magnification, with nematocyst battery at tip. f, nematocyst 
battery, high magnification, showing arrangement of microbasic euryteles.

Description. All parts of hydroid exceptionally minute. Colonies mostly erect, arising from a creeping 
hydrorhiza, reaching 11 mm high, occasional parts of colony bearing single pedicels. Hydrocaulus monosiphonic, 
contorted, sparsely and irregularly branched, about 0.05–0.09 mm in diameter, with branches resembling 
hydrocaulus. Perisarc thin, amber-coloured in older parts, clear in younger parts, covering all parts of colony 
except hydranth distal to perisarc groove, annulated at bases of hydrocauli, branches, and ultimate branchlets, with 
occasional wrinkles elsewhere but mostly smooth. Hydranths cup-shaped to tumbler-shaped, about 0.2 mm long 
from perisarc groove to hypostome, 0.1 mm wide at level of tentacles, with distinct perisarc groove basally and 
knob-shaped to flared hypostome distally. Tentacles solid, filiform, in one whorl, about 18–20 in number; 
tentacular nematocysts arranged obliquely. Base of hydranth immediately above perisarc groove with a variably 
elevated nematocyst belt containing an extraordinarily dense aggregation of microbasic euryteles. Nematophores 
absent. Nematocysts of tentacles, hypostome, and nematocyst belt comprising microbasic euryteles only.

Colonies gonochoristic; gonophores fixed sporosacs arising from reduced hydranths. One tiny female colony 
with a single reduced hydranth having two gonophores, each gonophore with an unbranched, knobby spadix 
curving over egg, with knobs containing batteries of nematocysts. Male gonophores occurring in a cluster on 
reduced hydranths having no tentacles, such blastostyles bearing gonophores having 1–3 round to oval chambers, 
multiple chambers when present in a linear series, terminal chamber bearing a prominent cap or projection heavily 
armed with microbasic euryteles.

Cnidome (Fig. 15)
Hydranths—microbasic euryteles (n = 4): 6.2–8.8 µm long × 2.6–3.1 µm wide (undischarged)
Terminal nematocyst cap, male gonophores—microbasic euryteles (n = 10): 6.6–7.1 µm long × 2.0–2.5 µm 

wide (undischarged)
Remarks. Species of the anthoathecate hydroid genus Eudendrium Ehrenberg, 1834 are readily distinguished 

by the characteristic morphology of their hydranths and gonophores. Hydranths are usually large and urn-shaped, 
with a perisarc groove basally, a single whorl of solid filiform tentacles near the distal end, and a prominent, knob-
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shaped to flaring hypostome beyond. Gonophores arise at least initially from the gastric column of the hydranth, 
and are fixed sporosacs in all known species of the genus. With certain exceptions, those of the male are arranged 
in a linear series of bead-like chambers while those of the female consist of a spadix enveloping a single egg. 
Morphological and molecular evidence both support the hypothesis that the genus is monophyletic (Marques, Peña 
Cantero et al. 2000; Moura et al. 2008).

FIGURE 15. Eudendrium bleakneyi, sp. nov., nematocysts, paratype, ROMIZ B1472. a, microbasic eurytele, from hydranth. 
b, microbasic eurytele, from hydranth, discharged. c, microbasic eurytele, from gonophore.

Although the genus Eudendrium is highly distinctive, the numerous nominal species assigned to it can be 
exceedingly difficult to identify on the basis of morphology alone. Many of them were founded on sterile 
specimens or on unreliable characters, and are now considered species inquirendae. Characters accorded particular 
taxonomic importance include the structure of the gonophores, particularly those of the female, the extent of 
retrogression of reproductive hydranths, and more recently the complement, distribution, shape, and size of 
nematocysts (Picard 1951; Watson 1985; Calder 1988, 2010; Marques, Mergner et al. 2000; Marques, Peña 
Cantero et al. 2000; Puce et al. 2005; Bouillon et al. 2006; Schuchert 2008b). Also perceived to be helpful in the 
identification of certain species is the presence or absence of buttons or a continuous band of nematocysts around 
the gastric column of the hydranth, the presence or absence of nematophores, the prominence of the perisarc 
groove on the hydranth, and the orientation of nematocysts on the tentacles, whether tending to be parallel or 
oblique to the tentacular axis (Schuchert 2008b).

As for Eudendrium bleakneyi, sp. nov., its diminutive colony size aligns it with a group of small species 
included within a so-called “E. capillare group” (e.g., Watson 1985; Marques, Mergner et al. 2000). That group 
appears to be morphologically diverse, however, so comparisons were made here with all recognized species of the 
genus. Particular attention was given to the cnidome, although other morphological characters were considered as 
well.

Within the genus Eudendrium, 73 nominal species are currently recognized as valid worldwide in WoRMS. 
With the identity of two of them (E. attenuatum Allman, 1877; E. laxum Allman, 1877) being regarded as doubtful 
(e.g., Puce et al. 2005), 71 species were considered during this study in making comparisons with E. bleakneyi. Of 
these, 48 are distinctly different from the new species in having “complementary” nematocysts (Table 2), a 
designation given to nematocysts in addition to small microbasic euryteles, which are believed to occur in all 
species of the genus. Therefore, these 48 need not be considered further here in relation to E. bleakneyi.

Of the remaining 23 species, at least 11 resemble E. bleakneyi in having a cnidome comprising only small 
microbasic euryteles (E. antarcticum Stechow, 1921b; E. armatum Tichomiroff, 1887; E. capillare Alder, 1856a; E. 

corrugatum Watson, 1985; E. deciduum Millard, 1957; E. deforme Hartlaub, 1905; E. japonicum Yamada, 1954; E. 

nambuccense Watson, 1985; E. pennycuikae Watson, 1985; E. terranovae Watson, 1985; E. vervoorti Marques & 
Migotto, 1998). However, all of these species differ from E. bleakneyi in one or more morphological characters. 
For example, a prominent nematocyst belt, such as that encircling the base of the hydranth in E. bleakneyi, is 
lacking in all except E. nambuccense and possibly E. antarcticum (Millard 1975; Watson 1985, 2003; Hirohito 
1988; Marques, Mergner et al. 2000; Schuchert 2008b). Moreover, unlike in E. bleakneyi, colonies of E. armatum, 
E. corrugatum, E. deciduum, and E. terranovae are relatively large and polysiphonic (Millard 1975; Watson 1985; 
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Schuchert 2008b). Other noteworthy differences from E. bleakneyi include the presence of nematophores in E. 

armatum and E. japonicum (Hirohito 1988; Schuchert 2008b), the existence of a branched spadix in E. deciduum

(Millard 1957, 1975); the lack of a spadix over the ovum in E. vervoorti (Marques & Migotto 1998), and the paired 
chains of chambers in male gonophores of E. deforme (Watson 2003). Notably too, some colonies of E. capillare 

have complementary nematocysts in the form of small isorhizas (Schuchert 2008b). Eudendrium bleakneyi is very 
close in morphology to E. nambuccense, differing from the original account of that species (Watson 1985) in: (1) 
being sparsely rather than profusely branched, (2) having small microbasic euryteles that are proportionally more 
slender, (3) having at least some male gonophores with two chambers rather than a single one, (4) having female 
gonophores on atrophied rather than on partially atrophied hydranths, (5) having hydranths with about 18–20 rather 
than 24–28 tentacles. Meanwhile, it is unclear from existing descriptions and illustrations whether a nematocyst 
belt exists in E. antarcticum, although it seems possible (see Marques, Mergner et al. 2000: fig. 9). Nevertheless, 
that species differs from E. bleakneyi in having female gonophores arising from hydranths that are little if at all 
reduced (Stechow 1921b, 1925).

The cnidomes of the remaining 12 species are currently undescribed. Of primary interest in this heterogeneous 
group is the identity of E. cingulatum Stimpson, 1853, unreported since its original description from Bay of Fundy 
at Grand Manan Island, NB. Stimpson’s (1853) account of the species was lacking in detail, and no illustration was 
provided. Fraser (1918) thought it might be identical with E. annulatum Norman, 1864, but later simply questioned 
its validity (Fraser 1944, 1947a). Earlier, A. Agassiz (1865) had included it, with question, in the synonymy of 
Bougainvillia superciliaris (L. Agassiz, 1850). The hydroid was described by Stimpson as “small,” but no 
measurements were given. There was no indication that his colonies were fertile, and gonophores of the species 
remain unknown. The specific name cingulatum, meaning “belted” or “girdled,” is intriguing. While it might refer 
to a belt of nematocysts on the hydranths, such as that found in E. bleakneyi and certain other species of the genus, 
Stimpson provided no explanation for his choice of the name, and it is unknown what character the Latin adjective 
was describing. His species seems to differ from E. bleakneyi in colony form, with branches “…somewhat as in E. 

rameum…” rather than being sparsely branched or stolonal, and in having pedicels that were strongly annulated, 
sometimes completely so, rather than being mostly smooth beyond the base. No record of the species was found in 
a search of online catalogues of the MCZ, NMNH, or YPM, and no type is known to exist. Eudendrium cingulatum

is regarded here as a nomen dubium.
None of the other species included in the genus appear from their descriptions to match E. bleakneyi. In the 

size and habit of their colonies, only two (E. irregulare Fraser, 1922; E. rugosum Fraser, 1940) resemble this new 
species. Those of the remainder (E. armstrongi Stechow, 1909; E. caricum Jäderholm, 1908; E. certicaule Fraser, 
1938a; E. cochleatum Allman, 1877; E. dispar L. Agassiz, 1862; E. distichum S.F. Clarke, 1879; E. maldivense

Borradaile, 1905; E. nodosum Fraser, 1938a; E. speciosum Fraser, 1945) differ in having colonies that are larger 
and more branched. Other reported differences setting these species apart include (1) the occurrence, on non-
aborted hydranths, of male and female gonophores in E. certicaule and E. dispar, and of male gonophores in E. 

maldivense and E. speciosum; (2) the presence of oblique annulations at the bases of stems and branches in E. 

cochleatum; (3) the existence of nodes at irregular intervals on stems and branches in E. nodosum (L. Agassiz 
1862; Allman 1877; Borradaile 1905; Fraser 1938a, 1945). Finally, stems and branches of E. irregulare differ from 
those of E. bleakneyi in having occasional wrinkles but no annulations (Fraser 1922), while those of E. rugosum

differ in being strongly wrinkled throughout (Fraser 1940).
Nine species of Eudendrium have been reported from the Bay of Fundy (see Appendix 1), with two of those 

(E. cingulatum Stimpson, 1853; E. tenellum Allman, 1877) regarded as species inquirendae. Eudendrium 

bleakneyi, described as new here, is added as a tenth species from the bay.
Microbasic euryteles borne on nematocyst caps of the male gonophores of this species appeared to be slightly 

smaller and more slender than those of the tentacles and nematocyst ring on the hydranth.
Eudendrium bleakneyi was dredged during late summer (06 September 1984) in relatively shallow waters (16 

m) from a commercial scallop [(Placopecten magellanicus (Gmelin, 1791)] ground in the St. Croix River off St. 
Andrews, NB. Salinities in that region of the estuary are typically in the polyhaline range (18–30‰), and water 
temperatures that time of year are normally between 10–15° C (personal observations).
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Eudendrium vaginatum Allman, 1863

Figs. 13e, f, 16

Eudendrium vaginatum Allman, 1863: 10.

Type locality. UK: Shetland, tidepools at extreme low water spring (Allman 1863).
Material examined. NS: Sandy Cove, Digby County, south side, 22.vii.1970, one colony, 2.3 cm high, 

without gonophores, coll. J.S. Bleakney, SNM HYD-001053.
Description. Colony erect, bristly, bushy, stiff, 2.3 cm high, arising from a dense network of creeping 

hydrorhizal tubes. Tubes of hydrorhiza contorted but not annulated. Hydrocaulus polysiphonic over proximal 
region, base covered with a tangle of stolons and with numerous short, twisted branches and pedicels lacking 
hydranths; hydrocaulus becoming monosiphonic distally, curved and irregularly branched; branches frequent, of 
different lengths, some of them rebranched, bent upwards at insertion with hydrocaulus, resembling an old stove-
pipe entering a chimney. One of two hydrocauli, and several branches, with clear signs of renovation. Ultimate 
branchlets of varied length, resembling hydrocaulus and branches but shorter and usually more slender. Perisarc 
over most of colony quite thick and rusty-brown, thinner and honey-coloured in younger parts, covering all parts of 
colony up to a filmy envelope resembling a pseudohydrotheca over proximal half of each hydranth; all parts of 
hydrocaulus, branches, and ultimate branchlets distinctly, closely, regularly, and strikingly annulated. Hydranths 
not well-preserved in examined colony but apparently cup-shaped, about 0.5 mm long from base to tip of 
hypostome, 0.35 mm wide at level of tentacles; perisarc groove indistinct in present material; hypostome knob-
shaped. Tentacles filiform, in one whorl, about 18 in number. Nematophores absent. Nematocysts comprising small 
microbasic euryteles and complementary large microbasic euryteles, the latter on hypostome and scattered on trunk 
of hydranth.

Gonophores not seen.
Cnidome (Fig. 16)
Hydranths—
small microbasic euryteles (n = 10): 6.7–7.1 µm long × 2.8–3.2 µm wide (undischarged)
large microbasic euryteles (n = 10): 21.0–23.0 µm long × 8.7–10.0 µm wide (undischarged)

FIGURE 16. Eudendrium vaginatum, nematocysts, SNM HYD-001053. a, small microbasic eurytele, from hydranth. b, small 
microbasic eurytele, from hydranth, discharged. c, large microbasic eurytele, from hydranth.

Remarks. Allman (1863) described Eudendrium vaginatum from Shetland, UK, based on sterile colonies 
found in rock pools at extreme low water on a spring tide during August 1862. The species was not illustrated until 
later, in his monograph on gymnoblastic hydroids (Allman 1872). A combination of several trophosomal characters 
appear to distinguish the species, with perisarc being deeply and regularly annulated throughout, with hydranths 
having a perisarc groove that is usually located some distance up the hydranth column, and with hydranths partially 
enclosed within a pseudohydrotheca. The proximal end of polysiphonic stems may be overgrown by a convoluted 
mass of tubes, creating a bark-like covering. The nematocyst complement consists of small and large microbasic 
euryteles, the latter having a small coil in the shaft at the distal end of the capsule (Schuchert 2008b). Hydranths are 
vermilion in colour (Allman 1863), and the perisarc is deep reddish-brown (Allman 1872), at least in older parts. 
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In re-describing the species, Schuchert was unable to locate Allman’s type material, but little doubt exists 
about its identity. Eudendrium annulatum Norman, 1864 has sometimes been included or questionably included in 
the synonymy of E. vaginatum (e.g., Cornelius 1995a: 292; Marques, Mergner et al. 2000: 107), but evidence 
exists for recognizing both as valid (Schuchert 2008b). In E. annulatum, the perisarc is incompletely annulated, and 
annulations are much less pronounced. Material examined and illustrated by Marques, Mergner et al., and 
attributed to E. vaginatum, is a mix of the two species. Recent synonymy lists are given by Schuchert (2008b) and 
Antsulevich (2015).

Gonophores were absent in the colony examined here (SNM HYD-001053). According to Schuchert (2008b, 
2012), reproductive hydranths vary from normal to somewhat atrophied. Male gonophores are are two-chambered, 
with more than 10 on a given hydranth. Female gonophores have an unbranched spadix, with six or more of them 
appearing on a hydranth. Ripe embryos become encapsulated in perisarc and may occur down the hydranth pedicel. 

The cnidome of Eudendrium vaginatum from the Bay of Fundy included both small and large microbasic 
euryteles. Undischarged capsules of large euryteles are distinctive in having a small loop in the shaft near the distal 
end of the capsule (Fig. 16c), as noted above for the species. The sizes of nematocysts observed here, in preserved 
material, are similar to those recorded by Schuchert (2008b).

This is the first record of Eudendrium vaginatum from the Bay of Fundy. Reliable identifications of the species 
exist to the north in Newfoundland and western Greenland (Leloup 1939; Schuchert 2008b). To the south, an 
identification of E. vaginatum from the coast of Maine by Berrill (1952) appears to be correct, and Fraser (1944) 
reported it from Quicks Hole, west of Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts. Most records of the species have been 
from boreal waters of the eastern North Atlantic. Although considered to be an Arctic to northern boreal species by 
Schuchert (2008b), he believed that records of it from Alaska and elsewhere in the North Pacific needed 
verification. Its distribution in that region, according to Antsulevich (2015), is from the Bering Sea and the Sea of 
Okhotsk to Japan and Alaska. Fraser (1937, 1947a) included a record of it from the coast of Oregon. The 
bathymetric range of E. vaginatum is reported to be 0–180 m (Schuchert 2008b; Antsulevich 2015).

Recorded distribution. Bay of Fundy: recorded for the first time.
Eastern North America: Hudson Strait (Fraser 1931) and Greenland (Schuchert 2008b) to Boothbay Harbor, 

Maine (Berrill 1952), and possibly to Quicks Hole, Massachusetts (Fraser 1944).
Elsewhere: northeastern North Atlantic from the White Sea, Norway, Jan Mayen Island, Svalbard, and Iceland 

to the Shetland Islands (Schuchert 2008b; Ronowicz et al. 2013; Antsulevich 2015); North Pacific from the Bering 
Sea to Japan (Antsulevich 2015); possibly from Alaska to Oregon (Fraser 1937). Records of the species from the 
North Pacific by Nutting (1901b), Stechow (1913) and Fraser (1937) were considered questionable by Schuchert 
(2008b).

Order Leptothecata Cornelius, 1992

Suborder Statocysta Leclère, Schuchert, Cruaud, Couloux, & Manuel, 2009

Family Tiaropsidae Boero, Bouillon, & Danovaro, 1987

Genus Tiaropsis L. Agassiz, 1850

Tiaropsis multicirrata (M. Sars, 1835)

Figs. 17a, b

Thaumantias multicirrata M. Sars, 1835: 26, pl. 5, figs. 12 a–c [medusa].

Type locality. Norway: near Bergen (M. Sars 1835).
Material examined. NB: Richardson, Deer Island, 44°59’42”N, 66°56’45”W, on pontoon slip of wharf, <1 m, 

on Mytilus edulis, 34‰, 9° C, 22.v.1999, one colony, without gonophores, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3089.
Description. Colony stolonal, with hydrorhiza entangled in filamentous algae growing on a mussel. 

Hydrorhiza mostly smooth, 0.1 mm in diameter, lacking internal septa, bearing pedicellate hydrothecae. 
Hydrothecal pedicels very short, less than 0.15 mm high, appearing irregularly annulated, supporting a hydrotheca 
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at distal end. Hydrothecae erect, slender, deep, subcylindrical with smooth walls, without a distinct diaphragm 
basally, infrequently renovated, capped by a long cone-shaped operculum, hydrothecal walls typically widening 
very gradually from proximal to distal end, total length of hydrothecae from base to tip of operculum 0.4–0.8 mm, 
width at base of operculum about 0.15 mm and at insertion with pedicel 0.10 mm. Operculum a folded continuation 
of hydrothecal wall having about 10 pleats when closed, not distinctly demarcated from hydrothecal wall. Perisarc 
everywhere moderately thin but not flimsy. Nematothecae absent.

Gonothecae not seen.
Remarks. Tiaropsis multicirrata (M. Sars, 1835) was originally described from a medusa discovered in 

Norway. Knowledge of its hydroid remained obscure until a colony was linked to T. multicirrata in studies by Rees 
(1941) at Millport, Scotland. Rees found the hydroid on an old Buccinum shell, and based his identification on a 
medusa liberated from it in the laboratory. Later, Korsakova (1949) and Naumov (1951) raised similar hydroids 
from planulae released by medusae of the species. Based on the morphology of its trophosome, Naumov (1960) 
concluded that the hydroid was identical with one described earlier as Cuspidella mollis Spasskii, 1929 from the 
Russian coast of the Barents Sea. The species differs from Cuspidella Hincks, 1866, as defined by its type species 
C. humilis Hincks, 1866, in having pedicellate instead of sessile hydrothecae. As noted by Rees (1941), L. Agassiz 
(1850: 296) reported raising a “campanularioid polypidom” from planulae liberated by a medusa of Tiaropsis 

diademata L. Agassiz, 1850, but he did not describe or illustrate it. The medusa T. diademata, from the east coast 
of North America, was shown by Kramp (1919) to be conspecific with the European T. multicirrata.

While the inconspicuous hydroid of Tiaropsis multicirrata has not been reported before from the Bay of 
Fundy, its medusa stage has long been known from the area (e.g., Whiteaves 1901; Bigelow 1914; Fish & Johnson 
1937; Shih et al. 1971; Shih 1977; Linkletter et al. 1977). Elsewhere on the east coast of North America, medusae 
of the species have been reported from Rhode Island (Mayer 1910b, caption to fig. 11, pl. 31, as T. diademata) to 
the Canadian Arctic, including Baffin Island (Dunbar 1942; Barry 1974) and Foxe Basin (Grainger 1959, 1962). 
On the west coast, it is known to occur from southern British Columbia (Arai & Brinckmann-Voss 1980) to the 
Bering Sea (Bigelow 1913, as T. diademata) and on into the Beaufort Sea (Grainger 1975). Although hydroids of 
this species have been reported infrequently and are poorly known, Arai & Brinckmann-Voss reported them to be 
“very common” on wharves at Departure Bay and French Creek, British Columbia, Canada. Based on knowledge 
of its medusa, T. multicirrata has been described as a northern boreal species (Russell 1953) and as a subarctic-
boreal species (Barry 1974).

In terms of seasonality, Mayer (1910b) reported that medusae of the species (as Tiaropsis diademata) appear in 
great numbers on the coast of New England during March. By mid-May, numbers there decline significantly, and 
medusae disappear during summer. More recently, the species was observed from February to April in the Eel Pond 
at Woods Hole, Massachusetts (Costello & Mathieu 1995). To the north, medusae are described as being frequent 
to abundant, at least seasonally, along the east coast of Newfoundland (Kramp 1920; Pinhey 1927, as T. 

diademata). Observed seasonality is similar in British Columbia (Arai & Brinckmann-Voss 1980), with young 
medusae appearing in March and adults being present until early June. In Britain, medusae first appear in late 
winter or early spring and are mature by July (Russell 1953).

Other aspects of the biology of Tiaropsis multicirrata have been reviewed by authors including Russell (1953), 
Naumov (1960), Arai & Brinckmann-Voss (1980), and Cornelius (1995a). An exhaustive account of the 
morphology and development of the medusa is given by Russell. According to Naumov, fertilized eggs are retained 
in the gonad of the female medusa and are released into the water as planula larvae. Some of the diverse food items 
known to be ingested by medusae were listed by Arai & Brinckmann-Voss. For the most part, both hydroid and 
medusa stages are inhabitants of shallow waters, although Barry (1974) reported medusae over a depth range of 0–
150 m in waters of northern Canada.

As might be expected, molecular data summarized by Maronna et al. (2016) confirm a close relationship 
between Tiaropsis multicirrata and several so-called “campanulinoids.” In their phylograms, the species appears 
particularly close to Tiaropsidium kelseyi Torrey, 1909 (family Tiaropsidae Boero et al., 1987), Opercularella 

pumila S.F. Clark 1875 and Phialella quadrata (Forbes, 1848) (family Phialellidae Russell, 1953), Racemoramus 

panicula (G.O. Sars, 1874) (questionably to family Phialellidae), Mitrocomella brownei (Kramp, 1930) and M. 

niwai Bouillon & Barnett, 1999 (family Mitrocomidae Haeckel, 1879), and Calycella syringa (Linnaeus, 1767) 
(family Calycellidae Kramp, 1913).
 Zootaxa 4256 (1)  © 2017 Magnolia Press  ·  39HYDROIDS FROM THE BAY OF FUNDY



FIGURE 17. Thecate hydroids. a, Tiaropsis multicirrata, stolon and pedicellate hydrotheca, ROMIZ B3089. Scale equals 0.1 
mm. b, Tiaropsis multicirrata, stolon and pedicellate hydrotheca, ROMIZ B3089. Scale equals 0.1 mm. c, Obelia bidentata, 
part of colony, with three hydrothecae, ROMIZ B3121. Scale equals 0.25 mm. d, Obelia bidentata, hydrotheca and hydranth, 
ROMIZ B3121. Scale equals 0.1 mm. e, Halecium marsupiale, part of hydrocaulus with hydrophores and three hydrothecae, 
ROMIZ B4132. Scale equals 0.2 mm. f, Halecium marsupiale, hydrophore and hydrotheca with one renovation, ROMIZ 
B4132. Scale equals 0.1 mm.

Detailed synonymy lists of the medusa stage of Tiaropsis multicirrata are given in Russell (1953), Kramp 
(1961), and Arai & Brinckmann-Voss (1980). 

Recorded distribution. Bay of Fundy: hydroid recorded for the first time. Medusa recorded from Bay of 
Fundy (Whiteaves 1901; Fish & Johnson 1937); Eastport, ME (Bigelow 1914).

Eastern North America: western Greenland to New England (Cornelius 1995a; Shih et al. 1971).
Elsewhere: circumpolar in cool waters (Cornelius 1995a), including the eastern North Atlantic (Brittany to the 

White Sea) and North Pacific (British Columbia to the Bering Sea, and the Yellow Sea and northern Japan to the 
eastern and northern seas of the Russian Federation) (Naumov 1960; Arai & Brinckmann-Voss 1980; Yamada & 
Hirano 1983; Antsulevich 2015).
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Family Obeliidae Haeckel, 1879

Genus Obelia Péron & Lesueur, 1810

Obelia bidentata S.F. Clark, 1875

Figs. 17c, d

Obelia bidentata S.F. Clark, 1875: 58, pl. 9, fig. 2.

Type locality. USA: New York, Long Island, Greenport, on wharf piles at low water (S.F. Clark 1875: 59).
Material examined. NS: Minas Basin, Kingsport, low intertidal, on bryozoan and hydroid stems on a stone, 

20.viii.1970, one young colony, up to 1 cm high, without gonophores, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-001061.—
NS: Minas Basin, Medford Beach near Kingsport, on sandy silt near low water, 28.viii.1984, five colonies, up to 
7.5 cm high, without gonophores, coll. J.S. Bleakney, ROMIZ B507.—NS: Minas Basin, Kingsport, low tide, --
.ix.1999, underside of sandstone overhang, two colonies or colony fragments, up to 5.4 cm high, without 
gonophores, coll. J.S. Bleakney, ROMIZ B3121.

Description. Colonies erect, bottle-brush-shaped, up to 7.5 cm high, arising from a creeping hydrorhiza (SNM 
HYD-001061; ROMIZ B3121) or from a root-like mass of tangled stolons with adhering fine sediments (ROMIZ 
B507). Hydrocaulus single and not forked, straight to slightly geniculate, bearing regular branches, strongly 
polysiphonic basally, gradually becoming thinner, with monosiphonic distal end. Central axis of hydrocaulus 
divided into long internodes, each internode annulated basally, smooth elsewhere, distal end with large apophysis 
supporting bases of two branches as well as a single pedicel terminating in a hydranth. Perisarc of moderate 
thickness. Branches of hydrocaulus at proximal end of colony sometimes fascicled basally but usually 
monosiphonic, given off on alternate sides of central axis of hydrocaulus, usually with a pair of branches 
originating very close together, these diverging from each other at an angle of about 90 degrees; two closest branch 
pairs arising on opposite sides of hydrocaulus, the two pairs thereby sending out branches into four quadrants 
around hydrocaulus; branch internodes annulated basally, smooth elsewhere. Primary branches quite short, up to 
0.8 cm long, each either unbranched and giving off alternate pedicels or more often alternately branched; 
secondary branches very short, directed upwards and outwards, bearing 2-4 alternate pedicels with terminal 
hydrothecae; in addition, a single pedicel with terminal hydrotheca usually given off near base of each secondary 
branch and directed laterally. Pedicels of varied length within a single colony, either annulated throughout or 
smooth in middle and annulated proximally and distally, supporting a hydrotheca at terminal end. Hydrothecae 
deeply campanulate, about 0.45–0.55 mm long, 0.18–0.22 mm at margin, 0.7–0.8 mm wide at diaphragm, tapering 
basally, slightly flaring at distal end, adcauline wall at basal end somewhat more convex than abcauline wall. 
Vertical pleats extending part-way down hydrothecal wall from incision between adjoining marginal cusps. 
Hydrothecal margin with about 10–12 cusps separated by U-shaped incisions, each cusp with two sharp-pointed 
lateral keels extending into hydrothecal cavity. Hydrothecal diaphragm thin, appearing straight to slightly oblique, 
basal chamber fairly large, cup-shaped.

Gonophores and gonothecae not seen.
Cnidome
England (Östman 1999)—pseudo-microbasic b-mastigophores, sB

b
-type: 8.0–9.0 µm x 2.5–3.0 µm

(undischarged)
Brazil (Migotto 1996; Östman 1999)—
pseudo-microbasic b-mastigophores, A-type: 6.0–6.5 µm x 2.0–2.5 µm (undischarged)
isorhizas (I

D
-type?): 5.0–5.5 µm x 2 µm (undischarged)

isorhizas (I
d
 -type?): 5.0–6.5 µm x 1.0–1.5 µm (undischarged)

Remarks. Obelia bidentata S.F. Clark, 1875 and O. bicuspidata S.F. Clark, 1875 have long been regarded as 
conspecific (e.g., Jäderholm 1903; Fraser 1912, 1944; Nutting 1915; Cornelius 1975, 1982, 1990, 1995b; Calder 
1991; Medel & Vervoort 2000). Of the two simultaneously established names, precedence was assigned to O. 

bidentata by Jäderholm (1903), acting as First Reviser (ICZN Art. 24.2). His selection was widely overlooked, 

with usage of the name O. bicuspidata prevailing for much of the 20th century, until correct nomenclature of the 
species was restored by Cornelius (1975). Since then, the valid name O. bidentata has gained near universal 
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adoption. Both nominal species were originally described from Long Island Sound, on the Atlantic coast of the 
United States, by S.F. Clark (1875). The type locality of O. bidentata is Greenport, New York, while that of O. 

bicuspidata is nearby at the Thimble Islands, Connecticut. S.F. Clark differentiated the two based on differences in 
colony habit, in the relative diameter and depth of their hydrothecae, and in the length of their hydrothecal pedicels, 
but such differences have been widely viewed as taxonomically insignificant. An extensive synonymy list of the 
species was given by Medel & Vervoort (2000).

While there is little reason to suspect that Obelia bidentata and O. bicuspidata are distinct, the possibility 
exists that multiple species may have been combined under the currently accepted name since S.F. Clark’s (1875) 
original account. Obelia bidentata, now reported to be essentially cosmopolitan (Medel & Vervoort 2000; Peña 
Cantero & Gili 2006), seems more likely to be a largely temperate to warm-temperate species with a more 
restricted distribution than presently assumed. A population of hydroids meeting the currently accepted broad 
concept of this species from warm waters off the east cost of Florida, USA, has already been treated as distinct 
(Calder 2013: 59). Although hydrothecae of specimens from locations including the Caribbean Sea (Vervoort 
1968), Bermuda (Calder 1991), and Brazil (Migotto 1996) appear essentially identical in morphology with those 
examined here, certain hydroids from those tropical and subtropical areas tend to be small, unbranched or 
irregularly branched, and with monosiphonic or weakly polysiphonic hydrocauli rather than being large (5–10 cm 
or more), extensively and regularly branched, and with strongly polysiphonic hydrocauli as in populations from 
temperate waters. Such differences are usually dismissed as merely phenotypic variations within the species. Of 
possible taxonomic significance, however, is the discovery by Östman (1999) of cnidome differences in hydroids 
identified as O. bidentata from Brazil (with small monosiphonic colonies) and England (with large polysiphonic 
colonies). As for possible molecular evidence of genetic distance in populations assigned to the species, see 
remarks given two paragraphs below. Meanwhile, on the basis of biogeography and apparent temperature 
tolerances of the species, records of O. bidentata from the Antarctic Ocean (reviewed in Peña Cantero & Gili 2006) 
seem open to reconsideration. In the northern hemisphere, this hydroid is primarily a temperate zone species that 
does not penetrate far into boreal waters (Fraser 1944; Cornelius 1988, 1990, 1995b; this study), and it is 
completely absent in subarctic and Arctic regions (Naumov 1960; Calder 1970; Schuchert 2001a; Antsulevich 
1915). Also worthy of further investigation is the identity of a population of hydroids resembling O. bidentata, but 
having very small colonies (<1 cm) and small hydrothecae, that inhabits oligohaline areas at the head of estuaries 
on the Atlantic coast of the United States. Similar colonies have been observed in the upper reaches of a small 
tropical estuary in Brazil (Calder & Maÿal 1998). The species was reported across a salinity range from 0.5–34‰ 
in estuaries of South Carolina (Calder 1976), but the identity of hydroids occurring in areas of very low salinity 
needs to be reexamined.

Specimens examined here from Minas Basin (SNM HYD-001061, ROMIZ B507, ROMIZ B3121) correspond 
closely with the original account of Obelia bidentata by S.F. Clark (1875). In addition to the identical morphology 
of their hydrothecae, two of the colonies were large (reaching more than 7 cm high) and had strongly polysiphonic 
stems. In having branches extending outwards from four sides of the stem, the colonies are somewhat similar in 
overall appearance to those of Hartlaubella gelatinosa (Pallas, 1766), a species also recorded from the Bay of 
Fundy. That resemblance has already been noted by Cornelius (1982, 1995b). Trophosomes of those two species 
can be readily distinguished by the shape of the lateral spines on cusps of their hydrothecae. Those of O. bidentata

are slender, elongate, keel-shaped, and separated by U-shaped incisions, whereas those of H. gelatinosa are blunt, 
triangular, and separated by V-shaped incisions. In addition, gonophores of O. bidentata are free medusae while 
those of H. gelatinosa are fixed sporosacs. Gonophores and gonothecae were absent in colonies examined during 
this study, but distinctive trophosomal characters leave no doubt about their identity.

Molecular studies based on specimens from northwestern Europe and North Carolina (e.g., Govindarajan et al. 
2006; Leclère et al. 2009; Peña Cantero et al. 2010; Maronna et al. 2016) have yielded conflicting and confusing 
results about the affinities of O. bidentata. Analyses have suggested that the species occupies a clade that is quite 
distant from others assigned to the genus Obelia Péron & Lesueur, 1810. Its inclusion in Obelia is nevertheless 
supported by the morphology of the medusa stage, which is typical of the genus (Nutting 1915; Hamond 1957; 
Cornelius 1982). Most phylograms to date have included the species as part of a cluster also comprising Laomedea 

flexuosa Alder 1857, Gonothyraea inornata Nutting, 1901b, and Obelia longissima (Pallas, 1766). Meanwhile, 
hydroids attributed to O. bidentata from Europe and North America appear genetically quite distant in the analyses, 
possibly lending further support to the idea that a species complex exists under the name. More molecular work is 
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needed on hydroids ascribed to O. bidentata, ideally including specimens collected near its type locality and 
conforming with the original description of S.F. Clark (1875).

In Long Island Sound, S.F. Clark (1875) found O. bidentata “…in considerable abundance…” on 05 August 
1874, while specimens referred by him to O. bicuspidata were collected 23 September 1874. Specimens in this 
study from Minas Basin (ROMIZ B507; ROMIZ B3121) were collected during the same months, at a time of year 
when water temperatures are still relatively warm in the area. In estuaries of South Carolina, the species is active 
for much of the year except for a few weeks during the coldest part of the winter, when water temperatures drop to 
10° C or below (Calder, 1990). Coinciding with such hibernal conditions, colonies become dormant. As with 
colonies examined here, S.F. Clark found his specimens at shallow depths [O. bidentata on wharf pilings at low 
water; O. bicuspidata on “reefs” at 3–5 fm (5–9 m)]. Similar hydroids were described from the intertidal zone in 
pools at Holme-next-the-Sea near Hunstanton, Norfolk, UK, by Cornelius (1988). Illustrations of a complete young 
colony of the species in Cornelius (1990: 548, fig. 1a; 1995b: 293, fig. 68A) were based on a specimen from that 
area. Hydroids from Minas Basin are similar in colony form. One lot of those specimens (ROMIZ B507), taken at 
low water on a flat of fine sediments, were anchored to the soft substrate by a root-like mass of tangled stolons. 
This type of hydrorhiza was also observed on colonies from sandy substrates by Cornelius (1975: 261).

As with Hydractinia symbiolongicarpus Buss & Yund, 1989, discussed above, the occurrence of O. bidentata

in Minas Basin appears to be disjunct in geographic distribution. It is not known from elsewhere in the Bay of 
Fundy or from any other location in Atlantic Canada. The centre of distribution of the species along the east coast 
of North America is in warmer waters south of Cape Cod. The nearest reported population of O. bidentata, from 
Casco Bay, Maine (Fraser 1944, as O. bicuspidata), appears to be disjunct as well.

Recorded distribution. Bay of Fundy: recorded for the first time.
Eastern North America: Minas Basin, NS (reported herein) to the Caribbean Sea (Galea 2010b).
Elsewhere: Worldwide, tropical and temperate waters (Medel & Vervoort 2000).

Suborder Macrocolonia Leclère, Schuchert, Cruaud, Couloux, & Manuel, 2009

Family Haleciidae Hincks, 1868

Genus Halecium Oken, 1815

Halecium marsupiale Bergh, 1887

Figs. 17e, f

Halecium marsupiale Bergh, 1887: 334, pl. 28, figs. 2a, b.

Type locality. Russian Federation: Kara Sea, 20 fm (37 m) (Bergh 1887: 334).
Material examined. NB: Passamaquoddy Bay, off the northwestern side of Deer Island, on Hydrallmania 

falcata in a lobster trap, 19.vi.1985, three colonies, up to 1 cm high, without gonophores, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ 
B4132.

Description. Hydroid colonies erect, up to about 1 cm high, arising from a creeping, smooth to somewhat 
wrinkled hydrorhiza. Hydrocaulus monosiphonic, unbranched or sparingly branched, annulated at insertion with 
hydrorhiza, divided into internodes of varying length by distinct nodes, older hydrocauli of larger plumes straight 
basally, with 1-4 internodes bearing neither branches nor hydrothecal pedicels, geniculate beyond basal region, 
with internodes annulated basally or throughout, annulations strongest over proximal end, each internode widening 
at distal end in form of a Y and bearing two apophyses, with one apophysis supporting internode above and the 
other supporting a hydrophore or a branch, branches or hydrophores given off alternately from opposite sides of 
hydrocaulus. Perisarc mostly quite thin and glassy. Branches, when present, resembling distal parts of hydrocaulus. 
Young hydrophores with a swelling or an annulation or two above a basal node separating them from apophysis of 
hydrocaulus, occasionally with a deep constriction proximally, slightly wrinkled or smooth and gradually widening 
distally, bearing a terminal hydrotheca or primary hydrotheca; a pseudodiaphragm sometimes evident on 
hydrophore just below hydrotheca, with its development greater on the adcauline side; primary hydrophores 
commonly supporting shorter secondary or tertiary ones arising from diaphragm of hydrotheca below. All 
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hydrothecae borne on hydrophores clearly set off from internodes of hydrocaulus, with none being sessile; 
hydrothecae quite deep for the genus, with a diaphragm below a ring of distinct desmocytes, hydrothecal cavity 
widening distally; margin flaring, often everted; hydrothecal wall more distinctly concave on adcauline side, 
hydrothecal depth to 0.07 mm from diaphragm to margin, diameter at diaphragm to 0.12 mm, at margin to 0.2 mm. 
Hydranths relatively large, some strongly constricted in mid-region, with a distal whorl of about 16-20 filiform 
tentacles; basal web not observed in preserved specimens; proboscis prominent, dome-shaped.

Gonophores and gonothecae not seen.
Remarks. Halecium marsupiale Bergh, 1887, previously known only from waters of the Russian Federation, 

is described as “rather rare” (Naumov 1960) or “rare” (Antsulevich 2015). Russian authors have recorded it from 
the Barents Sea in the west to the Bering Sea in the east. It was originally described from the Kara Sea by Bergh 
(1887) in collections from the Danish Dijmphna (Dymphna) Expedition.

Halecium marsupiale is easily distinguished from its congeners even in the absence of gonophores. No 
hydrothecae occur at the distal ends of its cauline internodes, as in most species of the genus Halecium Oken, 1815. 
Instead, they are borne at the tips of well-developed hydrophores that are separated from cauline internodal 
apophyses by distinct nodes. That morphology is similar in several other species of the genus, including H. 

muricatum (Ellis & Solander, 1786) from boreal and Arctic waters, H. muricatum forma abyssale Broch, 1918 
from bathyal waters north of Iceland, and H. filicula Allman, 1877 from the Straits of Florida. All three differ from 
H. marsupiale in lacking pronounced annulations on the cauline internodes, and in having much larger 
trophosomes with polysiphonic stems and branches. Another is H. groenlandicum Kramp 1911, a robust, 
polysiphonic species from boreal and Arctic regions of the northern hemisphere. Unlike in H. marsupiale, its 
colonies have long, straight, smooth internodes, each with several apophyses, and its hydrothecae are shallow and 
only slightly flaring. Halecium sp., described from the Mid-Atlantic Ridge by Calder & Vervoort (1998), differs in 
having long and mostly smooth cauline internodes.

According to Naumov (1960), hydroids of Halecium marsupiale occur predominantly at depths between 50–
100 m, although they have been found over a bathymetric range of 11–245 m. Biogeographically, the species 
extends from Arctic regions into the boreal zone. Its discovery in the boreal Bay of Fundy expands its known 
geographic range to waters of northeastern North America. Literature on the species is given in the synonymy list 
of Antsulevich (2015). 

Gonophores were lacking in specimens examined from the Bay of Fundy. As described by Naumov (1960) and 
Antsulevich (2015), gonothecae of the species are sac-shaped, laterally flattened, and smooth, with a short stalk 
and a small terminal aperture. When ripe, gonophores are extruded though the aperture into a spherical marsupium.

Recorded distribution. Bay of Fundy: recorded for the first time.
Eastern North America: recorded for the first time.
Elsewhere: Barents Sea, White Sea, Kara Sea, Laptev Sea, Chukchi Sea, Bering Sea, Sea of Okhotsk, Sea of 

Japan (Naumov 1960; Antsulevich 2015).

Halecium praeparvum, sp. nov.

Figs. 18–20

Material examined. HOLOTYPE
ME: Cobscook Bay, Eastport, near Estes Head, 44°53’36”N, 66°59’37”W, 07.viii.2005, from aquaculture pen, 

on kelp holdfast, <1 m, one colony, to 0.3 mm high, with gonothecae, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4111.
Etymology. The specific name is taken from the Latin adjective praeparvum, meaning very small, minute, 

tiny, in reference to the minuscule size of this hydroid. 
Description. Hydroid colonies minute, stolonal, or erect but with no continuous main hydrocaulus, up to 0.3 

mm high, arising from a creeping hydrorhiza that is smooth rather than wrinkled or annulated. Stolonal parts of 
colony with very short pedicels, occasionally with renovated hydrothecae. Erect colonies comprising no more than 
three hydrothecae; secondary hydrothecae at the end of a short hydrophore arising from within primary hydrotheca, 
hydrophore with a basal bulge; any side branches bearing hydrothecae merely comprising pedicels of varied length, 
each with a proximal bulge, otherwise smooth, arising from lateral wall of a lower pedicel at a point below 
hydrothecal diaphragm. Hydrothecae fairly shallow, much wider than deep, hydrothecal walls curving outwards 
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from diaphragm to margin, hydrothecal margin strongly flaring, base of hydrotheca with distinct diaphragm below 
a ring of prominent desmocytes; hydrothecal depth 0.03–0.05 mm, diameter at margin 0.12–0.16 mm, at 
diaphragm 0.09–0.11 mm. Perisarc of moderate thickness. Hydranths much larger than hydrothecae; hypostome 
conical; tentacles filiform, about 20–25 in number, in one whorl, armed with small microbasic mastigophores and 
larger pseudostenoteles. Nematophores, nematothecae, nematodactyls, apical stolons, opercula, 
pseudodiaphragms, and zooxanthellae absent.

Gonophores fixed sporosacs, encased by solitary gonothecae arising from stolon, from a hydrophore proximal 
to hydrotheca, or directly from within a hydrotheca; gonothecae solitary, not part of a glomulus. Female 
gonothecae irregularly obovate, tapering proximally, widest near distal end, both walls convex but side opposite 
orifice more curved distally; orifice distolateral, accommodating two protruding hydranths; orifice comprising a 
pair of modified hydrothecae with a ring of desmocytes just below rim; adjoining adthecal process prominent; 
gonothecae 0.7 mm long, maximum width 0.4 mm, laterally flattened, with no annulations, crease lines, or 
latitudinal grooves, containing 4–6 eggs or embryos. Male gonophores not seen.

FIGURE 18. Halecium praeparvum, sp. nov., holotype, ROMIZ B4111. a, hydrothecae arising from hydrorhizal stolon, and 
female gonotheca. Scale equals 0.1 mm. b, Halecium praeparvum, two hydrothecae, and hydrorhizal stolon. Scale equals 0.1 
mm.
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FIGURE 19. Halecium praeparvum, sp. nov., holotype, ROMIZ B4111. a, part of colony with hydrothecae and two 
gonophores, one immature (left) and another fully developed (right), low magnification, darkfield. b, same, brightfield. c, part 
of colony with hydrorhiza, hydrothecae and a hydranth, medium magnification.

FIGURE 20. Halecium praeparvum, sp. nov., nematocysts, holotype, ROMIZ B4111. a, microbasic mastigophore, from 
hydranth. b, microbasic mastigophore, from hydranth issuing from a gonotheca. c, pseudostenotele, from hydranth issuing from 
a gonotheca. d, pseudostenotele, from hydranth. e, pseudostenotele, discharged, from hydranth. f, pseudostenotele, from 
hydranth.

Cnidome (Fig. 20)
Hydranths— 
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microbasic mastigophores (n = 15): 5.9–6.8 µm long × 1.7–2.2 µm wide (undischarged)
pseudostenoteles (n = 13): 9.0–10.0 µm long × 3.9–5.1 µm wide (undischarged)
Hydranths issuing from female gonothecae— 
microbasic mastigophores (n = 15): 6.0–6.8 µm long × 1.7–2.4 µm wide (undischarged)
pseudostenoteles (n = 6): 9.1–10.0 µm long × 4.7–5.4 µm wide (undischarged)
Remarks. As with the genus Eudendrium Ehrenberg, 1834 discussed above, synonymies of species of 

Halecium Oken, 1815 are seldom complex because gonophores are fixed, and no free medusa stage is known to 
occur in the group. Yet the genus is problematic because of the large number of species assigned to it (>100), the 
limited number of taxonomically useful characters available for scrutiny (including the lack of a medusa stage), the 
variations in morphology that occur intraspecifically, and the incompleteness of some early descriptions, especially 
accounts of putative species based on infertile specimens. Recent attention has been given to the nematocyst 
complement of species within the group, but the cnidome has been examined in so few species to date that it is 
presently of limited aid in identification.

A character of prime importance in differentiating species of Halecium is the morphology of the female 
gonothecae. In H. halecinum (Linnaeus, 1758), type species of the genus, and in at least 39 other species besides H. 

praeparvum (Table 3), such gonothecae may be broadly described as irregularly obovate, bilaterally symmetrical, 
and with an aperture for hydranths that is lateral rather than terminal. By contrast, female gonothecae in many other 
species of the genus are lenticular structures of varied shape and ornamentation that have an aperture at the distal 
end. Whether these differences are of taxonomic significance at the generic level remains to be explored in detail 
and confirmed through molecular studies.

Within the group resembling H. halecinum in the general form of their female gonothecae, variations of 
particular note in the structure include presence or absence of: (1) a chimney-like tube or tubes of varied length and 
shape leading to one or more lateral apertures; (2) longitudinal or latitudinal crease lines on the gonothecal walls; 
(3) an adthecal process flanking the orifice; (4) aggregated gonothecae in the form of a glomulus (e.g., H. 

groenlandicum Kramp, 1911). In addition, their gonothecae may vary interspecifically from paddle-shaped to 
reniform to clavate to mitten-shaped to nearly spherical (e.g., H. ralphae Watson & Vervoort, 2001), and the 
location of the aperture may occur laterally, distolaterally, or even proximolaterally (again, see H. ralphae). 
Moreover, gonothecal walls may differ in thickness from one side to the other, ridges or crease lines, if present, 
may vary in extent and prominence, and the walls may be rounded or even polygonal in cross-section. The aperture 
itself varies from a single or a pair of openings (variably modified hydrothecae) that may be separate or fused, and 
if fused, they may or may not be separated by a median septum. A hood-like cover over the aperture exists in some 
species (H. scutum S.F. Clark, 1877), and a wide opening may appear during development along a lateral wall (e.g., 
H. bermudense Congdon, 1907). The number of eggs occurring within the gonothecae may also differ from species 
to species.

Female gonothecae of H. praeparvum (Figs. 18a, 19a, b) correspond in morphology with those occurring in the 
group containing H. halecinum and 39 others (Table 3). Within this cluster of species, however, only eight [H. 

pusillum (Sars, 1857); H. dichotomum Allman, 1888; H. mirabile Schydlowsky, 1902; H. repens Jäderholm, 1907; 
H. pygmaeum Fraser, 1911; H. minor Fraser, 1935; H. vasiforme Fraser, 1935; H. tabulatum Watson, 2005; H. 

xanthellatum Galea, 2013] approach H. praeparvum in having the following combination of characters: (1) 
hydroids minute; (2) colonies stolonal or if erect, consisting of a short, irregular, monosiphonic series of pedicels 
and/or hydrophores rather than a continuous hydrocaulus; (3) hydrothecae widening distinctly from diaphragm to 
margin, and with rims that may be everted. Others in the cluster are unlike the new species described here in one or 
more of these characters and are excluded from further discussion. Meanwhile, each of the eight similar species 
listed above differs from H. praeparvum in various ways. For example, in H. pusillum, both pedicels and female 
gonothecae are strongly annulated, the aperture of the female gonotheca is lateral, and apical stolons are frequent 
(Gravili et al. 2015). Halecium dichotomum stands apart in having long, slender pedicels and internodes, 
occasional dichotomous branching, hydrothecae that are less flaring, and female gonothecae that are prominently 
annulated, more slender, and possess a lateral aperture (Allman 1888; Millard 1975). In H. pygmaeum Fraser, 1911, 
the orifice of the female gonotheca is a half-moon-shaped opening on the gonothecal wall rather than at the end of 
a chimney-like tube (Fraser 1937). Halecium minor Fraser, 1935 (not H. minor Pictet, 1893) from Japan is usually 
stolonal, although erect colonies comprising as many as five pedicels may occur. Its female gonothecae are 
reniform in shape and resemble those of H. beanii (Johnston, 1838) in having a lateral aperture (Fraser 1935). The 
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little-known H. vasiforme, also from Japan, is a species having stolonal colonies, female gonothecae with a lateral 
aperture, and hydranths with about 16–18 tentacles (Fraser 1935; Hirohito 1995). Halecium tabulatum from 
Australia forms small colonies that are sometimes dichotomously branched and lightly polysiphonic basally; the 
aperture of its female gonotheca is lateral (Watson 2005). The Caribbean species H. xanthellatum is distinct in 
having wrinkles at the bases of the pedicels, zooxanthellae in the coenosarc, and female gonothecae that are 
slender, tubular, and coarsely annulated on the dorsal wall (Galea 2013). Halecium mirabile from the White Sea 
and H. repens from the nearby Kola Peninsula have long been regarded as conspecific or likely conspecific (Linko 
1911; Naumov 1960; Antsulevich 2015). As originally described by Schydlowsky (1902), H. mirabile was based 
on sterile, stolonal material, and its identity is therefore somewhat uncertain. Illustrations of female gonothecae 
attributed to it in the literature are those of Jäderholm (1909) for H. repens. They are described as being irregularly 
oval, with about 5–8 semicircular grooves on the dorsal wall (Naumov 1960; Antsulevich 2015), and there is no 
prominent adjoining adthecal process as in H. praeparvum. In turn, H. mirabile and H. repens have often been 
considered synonyms or questionable synonyms of H. curvicaule Lorenz, 1886 (Dons 1912; Broch 1918; 
Schuchert 2001a), a hydroid of Arctic and higher boreal waters. That species differs from H. praeparvum in having 
female gonothecae with a lateral aperture and with pronounced ribs on the dorsal wall, internodes that are long and 
slender, and hydrothecae with nearly straight walls (Naumov 1960; Calder 1970; Schuchert 2001b; Antsulevich 
2015). Curiously, illustrations of the female gonothecae of hydroids identified as H. curvicaule by Dons (1912: 
figs. D, G) are much more like those of H. praeparvum than H. curvicaule, although their trophosomes (figs. D–F) 
resemble the latter in that hydrothecal pedicels are long and hydrothecal walls flare relatively little. Variations 
attributed by Dons to H. curvicaule seem extraordinarily large for a single species.

Halecium praeparvum is clearly distinct from all 59 of the species having female gonothecae of a decidedly 
different shape than H. halecinum (Table 3), and no further comparisons with them are made here. As for the 
remaining 40 species included in the genus, female gonothecae are either unknown at present, or the gender of 
described gonothecae has not been confirmed as female from existing descriptions. However, other morphological 
characters can be used to distinguish H. praeparvum from each of them. From information summarized in Table 3, 
only eight [H. humile Pictet, 1893; H. ornatum Nutting, 1901b; H. diminutivum Fraser, 1940; H. fragile Hodgson, 
1950; H. perexiguum Hirohito, 1995; H. pearsonense Watson, 1997; H. elegantulum Watson, 2008; H. tubatum

Watson, 2008] resemble H. praeparvum in having minute colonies that are stolonal or if erect, lack a continuous, 
true hydrocaulus. They also have hydrothecae that are at least somewhat flaring, and hydrothecal rims that may be 
recurved. Some differences nevertheless exist that differentiate them from H. praeparvum. A morphologically 
simple species, there is little to set H. humile apart beyond its tropical distribution, although its hydrothecae are 
wider at both the diaphragm (0.15 mm) and the rim (0.22 mm) (Pictet 1893; Schuchert 2003). Halecium ornatum is 
similar in colony form to H. praeparvum, but its pedicels are decidedly longer with a few irregularly located nodes, 
and the rim of the hydrotheca appears to be much more strongly recurved (Nutting, 1901b). Colonies of H. 

diminutivum are stolonal or minimally erect, with one or two additional pedicels given off in sequence. Notably, all 
pedicels are long and distinctively annulated or segmented throughout (Fraser 1940). Halecium fragile, also with 
both stolonal and sparingly erect colonies, differs in having very long, slender, and flexuous pedicels that are 
marked at irregular intervals by nodes (Hodgson 1950; Watson & Vervoort 2001). Halecium perexiguum is a 
mostly stolonal species with few characters to differentiate it. However, it appears to differ in having two 
annulations at the base of its hydrothecal pedicels, renovation of hydrothecae appears to be more extensive, and the 
appearance of secondary pedicels from the side of the primary ones is very rare (Hirohito 1995). Hydroids of H. 

pearsonense occur as short (1–2 mm), erect colonies having from 2–7 hydrothecae. The margins of its hydrothecae 
are not everted, and secondary hydrothecae are infrequent. Internodes and pedicels of the species are often marked 
by deep ridges (Watson 1997). Halecium elegantulum is a striking species with colonies that are either stolonal, or 
erect as a linear series of hydrophores each arising from the base of the hydrotheca below. Pedicels and 
hydrophores are long, very slender, and lack nodes. Hydrothecae are relatively deep and trumpet-shaped (Watson 
2008; Peña Cantero 2014). Colonies of H. tubatum resemble those of H. elegantulum in having long, slender, 
cylindrical pedicels, although pedicels may be wrinkled or annulated basally. Its hydrothecae flare strongly from 
diaphragm to margin, the hydrothecal rim is distinctly everted, and secondary hydrophores and hydrothecae 
occasionally arise from within the hydrothecal cavity (Watson 2008; Peña Cantero 2014). Finally, one other species 
with undescribed female gonothecae, Halecium exaggeratum Peña Cantero, Boero & Piraino, 2013, deserves 
mention. While its colonies are also small (up to 15 mm high), a continuous hydrocaulus with long, thin internodes 
readily distinguishes it from H. praeparvum.
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The genus Halecium is well-represented in the Bay of Fundy, with 13 species besides H. praeparvum having 
been reported from the area (Appendix 1). Most common of these are the typically boreal hydroids H. articulosum

S.F. Clark, 1875, H. beanii (Johnston, 1838), H. halecinum (Linnaeus, 1758), and H. muricatum (Ellis & Solander, 
1786). Their presence reflects the boreal character of the bay and its waters. 

Halecium praeparvum was found during the summer of 2005 on Laminaria growing just below the surface of 
the water on a salmon aquaculture pen near Eastport, ME. It was inconspicuous because of its diminutive size, and 
obscure in growing amongst tangles of the algal holdfast. Salinities in the area are thought to have been in the 
euhaline range (>30‰).

Finally, a nomenclatural problem exists with the binomen Halecium minor (Table 3). With H. halecinum var.
minor Pictet, 1893 justifiably elevated to the rank of species, as H. minor Pictet, 1893, the name Halecium minor

Fraser, 1935 becomes an invalid junior homonym of it. A replacement name for the junior homonym, H. 

permodicum, nom. nov., is proposed here. The specific name is derived from the Latin adjective permodicum, 
meaning “very small”.

Family Sertulariidae Lamouroux, 1812

Genus Sertularella Gray, 1848

Sertularella gigantea Hincks, 1874

Fig. 21

Sertularella polyzonias var. gigantea Hincks, 1874: 151, pl. 7, figs. 11, 12.
Sertularia polyzonias.—Stimpson, 1853: 9.—Fuller, 1862a: 129; 1862b: 91 [not Sertularella polyzonias (Linnaeus, 1758)].
Cotulina polyzonias.—A. Agassiz, 1865: 146 [not Sertularella polyzonias (Linnaeus, 1758)].
Sertularella polyzonias.—Stafford 1912: 73.—Fraser 1918: 358.—Fraser 1944: 268.—Caddy, 1970: 12.—Linkletter et al. 

1977: 8.—Fuller et al. 1998: 15, 23.—Henry 2003: 129.—Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127.—Trott 2004a: 273 [not 
Sertularella polyzonias (Linnaeus, 1758)].

Type locality. Greenland: Frederickshaab (Paamiut). This hydroid, originally thought to have been from Iceland 
(Hincks 1874), was later reported to have been from Greenland (Hincks 1877).

Material examined. NS: off Digby, 119–123 m, scallop dredge, --.v.1966, several colony fragments, up to 2.1 
cm high, with gonophores, coll. J.F. Caddy, ARC 8650161; ROMIZ B636.—NB: St. Croix River, at entrance of 
Oak Bay, 23.viii.1984, one colony, 3.2 cm high, without gonophores, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B656.—NB: St. 
Andrews, off Joe’s Point, 16 m, scallop dredge, 06.ix.1984, one young colony, 5 mm high, without gonophores, 
coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B1989.—NB: St. Andrews, off Joe’s Point, 16 m, scallop dredge, 06.ix.1984, one young 
colony, 5 mm high, without gonophores, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B1993.—NB: St. Andrews, off Joe’s Point, 16 m, 
scallop dredge, 06.ix.1984, one young colony, 7 mm high, without gonophores, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B1995.—
ME: Passamaquoddy Bay, off Frost Cove near Perry, 58 m, 27.viii.1988, 11°C, 33‰, one colony, 4 cm high, 
without gonophores, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4134.—NB: St. Andrews, off Brandy Cove, 13 m, 27.viii.1988, 
13°C, 32‰, scallop dredge, several colonies and colony fragments, up to 2.7 cm high, without gonophores, coll. D. 
Calder, ROMIZ B4138.—ME: Passamaquoddy Bay, American side opposite Northern Harbour, NB, 58 m, 
28.viii.1988, one colony, 2 cm high, without gonophores, ROMIZ B4136.

Description. Hydroid colonies erect, up to 3.2 cm high, unbranched or sparingly and irregularly branched, 
with branches seldom rebranched; perisarc quite thick except in youngest parts of colony. Hydrocaulus 
monosiphonic, arising from a creeping hydrorhiza, with from one to several annulations at base, slightly to 
distinctly zigzag, divided into rather short, stout internodes by distinct nodes sloping alternately in opposite 
directions; internodes 925–1425 um long, 200–325 wide at nodes, often with an annulation or slight swelling at 
base, each one beyond basal region bearing a hydrotheca, internodal walls widening from proximal end to base of 
hydrotheca, then tapering again to distal node. Branches usually short, given off at a wide angle, resembling 
hydrocaulus in form, arising from internode immediately below base of a hydrotheca. Hydrothecae large, deep, in 
shape of a bent flask, curving slightly outwards, arranged alternately on opposite sides of hydrocaulus, walls 
smooth to somewhat undulating, adnate to internode for less than half their length, with axis oblique to that of 
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hydrocaulus; hydrothecal walls widest near point of departure from hydrocaulus, narrowing basally, narrowing 
again towards margin before expanding again at rim, length abcauline wall 875–1125 um, length adcauline wall 
adnate 275–400 um, length adcauline wall free 750–1000 um, both adcauline and abcauline walls convex over 
much of their length, concave at distal end; hydrothecal base 200–350 um wide. Hydrothecal margin with four 
distinct, pointed, equally developed cusps, margin infrequently renovated from 1-3 times; hydrothecal orifice 375–
475 um wide, quadrate in shape; hydrothecal cavity enclosed by an operculum of four faintly striated triangular 
valves; submarginal cusps absent. Hydranths with an abcauline diverticulum.

Gonophores fixed sporosacs. Gonothecae 1.5–2.2 mm long, 0.9–1.3 mm maximum diameter, elongate-oval in 
lateral view, resembling a cocoon, nearly round in cross-section, each borne on a very short, stout pedicel arising 
from hydrocaulus opposite basal end of a hydrotheca, gonotheca arching upwards and inwards over adjacent 
hydrotheca and cauline internode; perisarc quite thick. Gonothecal walls with about 5–7 prominent spiral ribs that 
become less developed at proximal end; margin 0.4–0.5 mm wide, bearing four prominent, horn-shaped spines; 
each spine about 0.20–0.24 mm long. Sex undetermined.

FIGURE 21. Sertularella gigantea, parts of the hydroid colony. a, hydrocaulus with four hydrothecae, ROMIZ B4134. Scale 
equals 0.5 mm. b, hydrotheca, ROMIZ B4134. Scale equals 0.25 mm. c, gonotheca, ROMIZ B636. Scale equals 0.25 mm.

Remarks. This species was first recognized and identified by M. Sars (1857) as a robust northern form of 
Sertularella polyzonias (Linnaeus, 1758). It was described and named later by Hincks (1874), as S. polyzonias var. 
gigantea. Hincks initially believed that material examined by him was from Iceland, as reported in the title of his 
paper, but discovered later that it was from Frederickshaab, Greenland (Hincks 1877). Considered by Hincks to be 
a northern variety of S. polyzonias, the hydroid was said to be marked by its “robust habit and gigantic calycles 
(hydrothecae).” Mereschkowsky (1878) was first to regard it as a distinct species, “Sertularella gigantea Mihi” 
from the White Sea region. The binomen he thereby created is invalid as both a junior homonym and a junior 
subjective synonym of S. gigantea Hincks, 1874 (ICZN Arts. 45.6.4; 46.1).

Authors including Kirchenpauer (1884), Broch (1918), and Bedot (1925) remained unconvinced that 
Sertularella gigantea was a distinct species. With some exceptions (e.g., Nutting 1904; Jäderholm, E. 1909; Fraser 
1944; Naumov 1960), the concept that it was simply a variety of S. polyzonias persisted throughout the twentieth 
century. Recent accounts (e.g., Antsulevich 2015; Choong 2015) provide evidence for recognizing S. gigantea as 
distinct. After comparing specimens in this study with those of S. polyzonias from northwestern Europe (Calder 
2012), I agree. Morphological characters distinguishing trophosomes and gonosomes of the two species have been 
summarized by Choong (2015: 399), and partial synonymies of S. polyzonias and S. gigantea are given by 
Antsulevich (2015). Because of earlier misconceptions that the two were conspecific, it is difficult to establish 
accurate collection records and geographic distributions of both S. polyzonias and S. gigantea. However, it is clear 
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that S. gigantea occurs at higher latitudes (Antsulevich 2015) and in colder waters than S. polyzonias.
Fraser (1944) recognized Sertularella gigantea as distinct, yet his description and illustrations of S. polyzonias

from the northwestern North Atlantic were almost certainly based on the former species as well. The same error 
exists in Fraser’s (1937) account of the species from Alaska and the Pacific coast of Canada (Choong 2015; 
Antsulevich 2015). Likewise, my records of S. polyzonias from the Canadian north (Calder 1970), from Cape Cod 
Bay (Calder 1975), and from Northumberland Strait (Calder 2004) were based instead on S. gigantea. No 
specimens corresponding with S. polyzonias were observed during this study in collections from the Bay of Fundy, 
whereas hydroids of S. gigantea were frequent. As reflected in the synonymy list above, earlier records of S. 

polyzonias from the bay are believed here to have been based on misidentifications. Indeed, if S. polyzonias exists 
in the boreal Northwest Atlantic, confirmation is needed.

Mereschkowsky (1878), with Nutting (1904) and Fraser (1944) following him, emphasized that hydrothecal 
margins of Sertularella gigantea in fully mature colonies from the White Sea were always repeatedly renovated. 
That character is not mentioned in more recent descriptions of Russian material by Naumov (1960) and 
Antsulevich (2015). Only a small percentage of hydranths examined during this study had renovated margins, and 
in no case was the renovation particularly conspicuous.

Although Sertularella gigantea has been reported over a bathymetric range from 5–4820 m (Naumov 1960; 
Antsulevich 2015), it is most frequently encountered at depths between 20–200 m. In studies on the Russian 
hydroid fauna, Naumov noted that it is often abundant in the upper 100 m. A circumpolar species extending 
southwards into boreal waters, it is common in the lower Bay of Fundy. The only material with gonothecae in the 
present collection was dredged during May 1966 at a depth of 119–123 m off Digby, NS (ARC 8650161; ROMIZ 
B636). While no water temperature data exist for this collection, it is certain to have been below 10° C given the 
location, depth, and time of year (Petrie & Jordan 1993).

Recorded distribution. Bay of Fundy: recorded for the first time as Sertularella gigantea. Grand Manan, NB 
(Stimpson 1853, as Sertularia polyzonias); Treat’s Island, near Eastport, ME (Fuller 1862a; 1862b; both as S. 

polyzonias); Eastport, ME (A. Agassiz 1865, as Cotulina polyzonias); St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912, as 
Sertularella polyzonias); Passamaquoddy Bay area (Fraser 1918, as S. polyzonias); Grand Manan, NB, off Cherry 
Island, NB, Eastport, ME (Fraser 1944, as S. polyzonias); Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977; Henry 2003; Henry 
& Kenchington 2004a, all as S. polyzonias); Lower Bay of Fundy, commercial scallop grounds (Fuller et al. 1998, 
as S. polyzonias); Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a, as S. polyzonias).

Eastern North America: Greenland (Hincks 1874, as Sertularella polyzonias var. gigantea); Northern Foxe 
Basin (Calder 1970, as S. polyzonias) to Nantucket, Massachusetts (Fraser 1944).

Elsewhere: Spitzbergen, Chukchi Sea, Bering Sea, Kuril Islands, Sea of Okhotsk, Sea of Japan, Alaska to 
Vancouver Island (Kramp 1911; Naumov 1960; Antsulevich 2015; Choong 2015).
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APPENDIX 1. Checklist of species of hydroids reported in published literature, and identified in collections examined 

here, from the Bay of Fundy, Atlantic Canada.

ORDER ANTHOATHECATA Cornelius, 1992

Family Tubulariidae Fleming, 1828

Ectopleura crocea (L. Agassiz, 1862).—Katy Cove, St. Andrews, NB; L’Etang Head, NB; St. Andrews Island (now Navy 
Island), NB (Fraser 1918: 342, as Tubularia crocea).—Bay of Fundy (Fraser 1944: 97, as T. crocea).—Atlantic Biological 
Station wharf pilings, St. Andrews, NB (Newcombe 1935: 237, as T. crocea).—Minas Basin, NS (Bousfield & Leim 1960: 13; 
Bromley 1979: 519; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 12; all as T. crocea).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 6, as Tubularia 
crocea).—Sherrod’s Beach, Passamaquoddy Bay, NB, 2 m; Bay of Fundy (Henry 2003: 129; 142; Henry & Kenchington 
2004a: 131; 127).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 271). Note: at least some records of E. crocea from the Bay of Fundy 
may have been based on E. larynx. 

Ectopleura larynx (Ellis & Solander, 1786).—Grand Manan, NB (Stimpson 1853: 9, as Tubularia larynx).—Eastport, ME (A. 
Agassiz 1865: 195, as Thamnocnidia tenella; Sisson 2005: 1725, as Tubularia larynx).—Bay of Fundy (Verrill 1874: 736, as T. 
tenella).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 72, as Thamnocnida larnyx).—Near Bliss Island, NB (Fraser 1918: 342, as 
Tubularia spectabilis).—St. Andrews Island (Navy Island), NB (Fraser 1918: 342, as Tubularia tenella).—Minas Channel, NS; 
Minas Basin, NS (Fraser 1944: 100; Bousfield & Leim 1960: 13; both as Tubularia spectabilis).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et 
al. 1977: 6, as Tubularia larynx, T. spectabilis, and T. tenella).—Eastport, ME (Kuzirian 1979: 249, as Tubularia 
spectabilis).—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 519; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 13; both as Tubularia larynx and T. 
spectabilis).—Deer Island, NB (Logan et al. 1984: 582, as Tubularia spectabilis).—Head Harbour Passage, NB (Logan 1988: 
450, as Tubularia spectabilis).—Eastport, ME, 15 m, on rocks and cobbles (Bleakney 1996: 133, as Tubularia spectabilis).—
Sherrod’s Beach, Passamaquoddy Bay, NB, 2 m (Henry 2003: 142; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 131).—Cobscook Bay, ME 
(Trott 2004a: 271; 2004b: 340).—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, datum + 6 cm, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM 
HYD-001050.—St. Andrews, NB, Tongue Shoal, 28.viii.1973, 15 m, coll. F.W. Schueler, ARC 8650070.—St. Andrews, NB, 
Brandy Cove, 29.viii.1973, ARC 8650071.—St. Andrews, NB, Brandy Cove, 18.ix.1974, on salmon floats, coll. S. Waddy & 
A. Sutterlin, ARC 8650069.—Deer Island, NB, from mesh on salmon cages, --.x.1978, coll. P. Harmon, ARC 8650075.—
Annapolis Basin, NS, at Bear River bridge, 24.ix.1984, coll. J.S. Bleakney, ROMIZ B505, ROMIZ B512.—St. Andrews, NB, 
at Brandy Cove, on algae attached to wharf piling, intertidal, 21.viii.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B610.—Richardson, Deer 
Island, NB, on Mytilus edulis on pontoon slip of wharf, <1 m, 22.v.1999, coll. D. Calder (ROMIZ B3093).—Eastport, ME, 
Cobscook Bay off Estes Head, on aquaculture float, >1 m, 07.viii.2005, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4118.

Hybocodon prolifer L. Agassiz, 1862.—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 6).

Tubularia acadiae Petersen, 1990.—Kingsport, Minas Basin, NS (Bleakney 1972: 933, as T. couthouyi L. Agassiz, 1860).—
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Minas Basin, NS (Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 11, as T. couthouyi L. Agassiz, 1860).—Minas Basin, NS, 26.iv.1967, coll. J.S. 
Bleakney, ROMIZ B629.—Kingsport, Minas Basin, NS, at ELWS, in slushy seawater, 19.iii.1992, coll. J.S. Bleakney, ROMIZ 
B4225.—Note: specimens identified as T. couthouyi in collections at ARC (8 km NE of Centreville, NS, 27.v.1936, coll. J. 
Stevenson, ARC 8650077) resemble T. acadiae, but gonophores are too undeveloped for them to be reliably identified.

Tubularia couthouyi L. Agassiz, 1860.—Grand Manan, NB (A. Agassiz 1865: 196).—Kingsport, Minas Basin, NS (Bleakney 
1972: 933).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 6).—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 11).—Lower Bay of 
Fundy, commercial scallop grounds (Fuller et al. 1998: 23, as T. couthoyi). Note: Tubularia couthouyi has been included as a 
synonym (Petersen 1990) or questionable synonym (Schuchert 2010) of T. indivisa Linnaeus, 1758. Records of the species 
from Minas Basin (Bleakney 1972; Bromley & Bleakney 1985) are referred here to T. acadiae Petersen, 1990. While the 
binomen Tubularia couthouyi is usually credited to L. Agassiz (1862), the name appeared earlier in association with an 
illustration of its gonophores (L. Agassiz, 1860), and appears to be available from that date (ICZN Art. 12.2.7).

Tubularia indivisa Linnaeus, 1758.—Grand Manan, NB (Stimpson 1853: 9).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 72).—Joe’s 
Point, St. Andrews, NB; Deer Island, NB; L’Etang Head, NB (Fraser 1918: 342).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 6).—
Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 519; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 12, as T. indivisia).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 
271).—Eastport, ME (Sisson 2005: 1725).—Sandy Cove, NS (Schuchert 2010: 343).—Lorneville, NB, 06.vi.1973, coll. D.J. 
Scarratt, ARC 8650078.—Lorneville, NB, 07.vi.1973, coll. D.J. Scarratt, ARC 8650073.

Family Corymorphidae Allman, 1872

Corymorpha pendula L. Agassiz, 1862.—West Quoddy Head, ME; Welch Pool (now Welshpool), Campobello Island, NB; 
Low Duck Island, Grand Manan, NB; 4–15 fm (7–27 m) (Stimpson 1853: 9, as C. nutans).—Todd’s Head, near Eastport, ME 
(Fuller 1862a: 131, as C. nutans).—Bay of Fundy (Verrill 1874: 736).—Rodger’s Island, Oak Bay, NB (Ganong 1890a: 59).—
St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73, as Monocaulus glacialis).—St. Andrews, NB; The Wolves, NB; Harbour Island (Navy 
Island?), NB, 25 fm (46 m) (Fraser 1918: 341).—Minas Basin, NS (Bousfield & Leim 1960: 13; Bromley 1979: 519; Bromley 
& Bleakney 1985: 11).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 6).—Passamaquoddy Bay, sublittoral hard substrates (Logan et 
al. 1983: 125, 128, as Coryomorpha pendula).—Head Harbour Passage, NB (Logan 1988: 450, as Coryomorpha pendula).—
Scots Bay, NS, sand flat, low tide, 02 August 1977 (Bleakney 1996: 125).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 271, as C. 
nutans; Trott 2004a: 271, as C. pendula).—Nubble Island and Sandy Island, east of Deer Island, NB (Buzeta & Singh 2008: 19, 
20).—St. Andrews, NB, S end of Navy Island, 6–9 m, mud, coll. R.A. Chandler & J.F. Caddy, ARC 8650076.—Chamcook, 
NB, McCann Cove, 9 m, mud/gravel, 28.viii.1970, ARC 9751549.—St. Andrews, NB, Tongue Shoal, 31.viii.1972, coll. J. 
Machin, ARC 9751550.—Letang, NB, Lime Kiln 1, --.ix.2015, juvenile, ARC 80000.

Family Candelabridae Stechow, 1921a

Candelabrum phrygium (Fabricius, 1780).—Grand Manan, NB (L. Agassiz 1862: 341).—Eastport, ME, questionable 
identification of an apparent juvenile (Verrill 1878: 374, as Blastothela rosea).—Eastport, ME (Fewkes 1890: 432, 
misidentified as Acaulis).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 6, as Myriothela phrygia).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 
271).

Family Acaulidae Fraser, 1924

Acaulis primarius Stimpson, 1853.—Grand Manan, NB, 5–15 fm (9–27 m) (Stimpson 1853: 10).—Treat Island, near Eastport, 
ME, 10–15 fm (18–27 m) (Verrill 1871: 4).—Scotsman Bay (now Scots Bay), NS (Fraser 1924: 167).—Minas Channel, NS; 
Scots Bay, NS (Bousfield & Leim 1960: 13; Bromley 1979: 519; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 9).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et 
al. 1977: 6; Petersen 1990: 147).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 271).

Family Protohydridae Allman, 1888

Protohydra leuckarti Greeff, 1869.—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 519; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 9, as Protohydra 
(leuckartii)).

Family Corynidae Johnston, 1837

Coryne pusilla Gaertner, 1774.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, Laminaria zone, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM 
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HYD-000455.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, intertidal, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000457.—Petit 
Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, extreme low tide, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000459.—Petit Passage, NS, 
south of East Ferry, datum + 5 cm, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000871.

Sarsia lovenii (M. Sars, 1846).—Letete, NB, Tucker’s Brook, 45°02’52”N, 66°53’36”W, intertidal, in brook, coll. D. Calder, 
ROMIZ B3106.—Back Bay, NB, 45°03’20”N, 66°51’49”W, on pontoon slip of public wharf, 5–10 cm below surface, 
25.v.1999, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3096.—Kingsport, Minas Basin, NS, at ELWS, in slushy seawater, 19.iii.1992, coll. J.S. 
Bleakney, ROMIZ B4226.

Sarsia tubulosa (M. Sars, 1835).—Bay of Fundy (Verrill 1874: 735, as Coryne mirabilis).—Katy Cove, St. Andrews, NB 
(Fraser 1918: 338, as Syncoryne mirabilis).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 6, as S. tubulosa and Syncoryne mirabilis; 
Henry 2003: 130; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 519, as Coryne tubulosa; Bromley & 
Bleakney 1985: 10, as Coryne sarsi).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 271).—St. Andrews, NB, Biological Station, pontoon 
slip, 15.vii.1972, 1 m, coll. A. Brinckmann-Voss, ARC 8650061.

Stauridiosarsia producta (Wright, 1858).—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 519; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 10; both as 
Staurocoryne producta).

Family Pennariidae McCrady, 1859

Pennaria disticha Goldfuss, 1820.—Deer Island, NB (Logan et al. 1984: 582, as Pennaria tiarella). The record of this tropical 
and warm-temperate species in the cold Bay of Fundy region is taken here to have been based on a misidentification. 

Family Zancleidae Russell, 1953

Zanclea implexa (Alder, 1856b).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 271, as Z. costata).—Sandy Cove, Digby Neck, NS, 
22.vii.1970, intertidal, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-001058.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, 14.x.1970, water’s 
edge at extreme low tide, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000493.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, datum + 6 cm, 
14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-001050.

Family Oceaniidae Eschscholtz, 1829

Corydendrium dispar Kramp, 1935.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, datum + 5 cm, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, 
SNM HYD-000871.

Rhizogeton fusiformis L. Agassiz, 1862.—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 6).—Passamaquoddy Bay, NB (Calder, 2010: 
13).—St. Andrews, NB, Biological Station wharf, pontoon, 10.vii.1972, <1 m, coll. A. Brinckmann-Voss, ARC 8650057.—
Richardson, Deer Island, NB, 44°59’42”N, 66°56’45”W, wharf, pontoon slip, 19.xii.1988, just below surface, coll. D. Calder, 
ROMIZ B1022.—Stuart Town, Deer Island, NB, 45°01’07”N, 66°56’16”W, 24.v.1999, <1 m, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ 
B3091.—Letete, NB, Tucker’s Brook, 45°02’52”N, 66°53’36”W, 24.v.1999, intertidal, in brook, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ 
B3101.—Letete, NB, Tucker’s Brook, 45°02’52”N, 66°53’36”W, 30.v.1999, intertidal, in brook, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ 
B3102. 

Family Cordylophoridae von Lendenfeld, 1885a

Cordylophora caspia (Pallas, 1771).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 72, as C. lacurtris).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 
1977: 6, as C. lacustris).—Note: these records are questionable.

Family Bougainvilliidae Lütken, 1850

Bougainvillia carolinensis (McCrady, 1859).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 72).—Katy Cove and Joe’s Point, St. 
Andrews, NB (Fraser 1918: 338).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 6). Note: these records of what is likely a warm-
temperate species need verification.
Bougainvillia muscus (Allman, 1863).—St. Andrews, NB, Biological Station wharf, floating dock, 07.viii.1974, coll. T. 
Lacalli, ARC 8650055.—St. Andrews, NB, Brandy Cove, wharf piling, 21.viii.1984, intertidal, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ 
B605.—Annapolis Basin, Annapolis Royal, NS, on mooring line, 19.ix.1984, coll. J.S. Bleakney, ROMIZ B511.—Letete, NB, 
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pontoon slip of wharf, just below surface, 14.viii.1988, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4135.—Richardson, Deer Island, NB, 
44°59’42”N, 66°56’45”W, on pontoon slip of wharf, <1 m, 22.v.1999, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3087.—St. Andrews, NB, 
pontoon slip at public wharf, 45°04’17”N, 67°03’17”W, <1 m, 27.v.1999, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3083.—St. Andrews, NB, 
pontoon slip of public wharf, 45°04’17”N, 67°03’17”W, just below surface, 20.viii.1999, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3120.—
Cobscook Bay, ME, near Estes Head, 44°53’36”N, 66°59’37”W, 07.viii.2005, on aquaculture float, <1 m, coll. D. Calder, 
ROMIZ B4129.

Bougainvillia superciliaris (L. Agassiz, 1850).—Bay of Fundy (Verrill 1874: 733; Linkletter et al. 1977: 6; Henry 2003: 129; 
Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127, as Bougainivillia superciliaris).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 270).

Dicoryne conferta (Alder, 1856a).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912:72, as D. flexuosa).—Minister’s Island, near St. Andrews, 
NB (Fraser 1918: 338).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 6, as D. conferta and D. flexuosa). Note: Dicoryne flexuosa G.O. 
Sars, 1874 is considered conspecific with D. conferta (Schuchert 2007).

Garveia brevis (Fraser, 1918).—Katy Cove, St. Andrews, NB (Fraser 1918: 338, as Bimeria brevis). Note: this is justifiably 
regarded as a species inquirenda in Schuchert (2013).

Rhizorhagium roseum M. Sars, in G.O. Sars, 1874.—Bay of Fundy, 8 km NE of Centreville, NS, 27.v.1936, coll. J. Stevenson, 
ARC 8650054.

Family Pandeidae Haeckel, 1879

Leuckartiara octona (Fleming, 1823).—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 519).

Family Hydractiniidae L. Agassiz, 1862

Clava multicornis (Forsskål, 1775).—Grand Manan, NB (Stimpson 1853: 11).—Eastport, ME (Verrill 1874: 734, as Clava 
leptostyla).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 72, as C. leptostyla; Fraser 1918: 337, as C. leptostyla).—Bay of Fundy 
(Linkletter et al. 1977: 6, as Clava leptostyla and C. squamata).—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 519; Bromley & Bleakney 
1985: 14).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 270).—Fairhaven, Deer Island, NB, <1 m, on floating algae, 08.ix.1966, coll. D. 
Calder, ROMIZ B637.—St. Andrews, NB, 29.viii.1970, ARC 8650060.—St. Andrews, Biological Station wharf, 29.vi.1973, 
coll. Sara Brinkhurst, ARC 86030059.—St. Andrews, NB, on algae on wharf piling at biological station, intertidal, 
21.viii.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B648.—Deer Island Point, Deer Island, NB, intertidal, on Ascophyllum, 22.v.1999, coll. 
D. Calder, ROMIZ B3084.—Minas Basin, NS, Starr’s Point, Town Plot, underside of sandstone overhangs, 2-3 m above low 
water, 24.v.1999, coll. J.S. Bleakney, ROMIZ 3123.—Letete, NB, Tucker’s Point, mid-tide level in intertidal brook, on 
Ascophyllum, 45°02’52”N, 66°53’39”W, 24.v.1999, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3100.—Eastport, ME, at Harris Point, on 
Ascophyllum nodosum, <1 m, 07.viii.2005, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4113. Note: on rocky shores of Atlantic Canada and New 
England, Clava multicornis is conspicuous on fucoid algae, and especially on thalli of Ascophyllum nodosum. It also occurs on 
rocks, mussels, barnacles, pilings, and certain other hard substrates in lower intertidal and shallow subtidal zones. The species 
is most abundant in moderately sheltered areas influenced by tidal currents, and it is tolerant of reduced salinities. Remarkable 
colonies, comprising hundreds of hydranths, were discovered on the undersides of sandstone overhangs in creeks of Minas 
Basin, NS (J.S. Bleakney, personal communication, June 1999).

Hydractinia polyclina L. Agassiz, 1860.—Grand Manan, NB (Stimpson 1853: 11, as H. echinata; A. Agassiz 1865: 198).—
Bay of Fundy (Verrill 1874: 736).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73, as H. echinata).—High Duck Island, near Grand 
Manan, NB (Fraser 1918: 341, as H. echinata).—Scotsman Bay (now Scots Bay), NS (Fraser 1944: 79, as H. echinata).—Scots 
Bay, NS, intertidal (Bousfield & Leim 1960: 13, as H. echinata).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 6, as H. echinata).—
Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 519; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 15; both as H. echinata).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 
2004a: 270, as H. echinata).—Grand Manan, NB, designation of lectotype and paralectotype specimens (Buss & Yund 
1989).—St. Mary’s Bay, NS, sand flats, 06.vi.1936, ARC8650066.—The Wolves, NB, on Neptunea decemcostata inhabited by 
Pagurus acadianus, 29.x.1976, 40 fm (73 m), ARC 0056378.

Hydractinia symbiolongicarpus Buss & Yund, 1989.—Kingsport, NS, 19.vii.1966, low tide, one colony, on gastropod shell, 
coll. J.S. Bleakney & K.H. Bailey, ROMIZ B643.

Hydractinia valens Fraser, 1941.—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 519; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 15).
Podocoryna americana Edwards, 1972.—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 519, as Podocoryne carnea; Bromley & Bleakney 
1985: 14, as Hydractinia carnea).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 270, as Hydractinia americana).
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Family Proboscidactylidae Hand & Hendrickson, 1950

Proboscidactyla stellata (Forbes, 1846).—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 8, as Lar sabellarum).

Family Eudendriidae L. Agassiz, 1862

Eudendrium album Nutting, 1896.—Many locations between Deer Point, Campobello Island, NB, and Dochet Island (now St. 
Croix Island), ME; off Brier Island, NS, 33–39 fm (60–71 m) (Fraser 1918: 339; Fraser’s “Deer point, Campobello island” is 
taken here to be Deer Island Point, Deer Island, NB).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7).—Kingsport, NS, 19.vii.1966, 
low tide, coll. J.S. Bleakney & K. Bailey, ROMIZ B640. Kingsport, NS, Longspell Point, 16.ix.1970, low tide, M.E. Petersen, 
SNM HYD-001057. Note: while reports of E. album from locations in the lower Bay of Fundy by Fraser (1918) may be 
questionable, material from Kingsport, Minas Basin, NS (ROMIZ B640) was identified after examination of both male and 
female colonies, and from the cnidome [microbasic euryteles (n = 7): 6.5–7.4 μm long × 3.5–4.0 μm wide (undischarged); 
macrobasic euryteles (n = 6): 24.0–26.0 μm long × 8.5–10.0 μm wide (undischarged)].

Eudendrium annulatum Norman, 1864.—Brier Island, NS, 25 fm (46 m) (Fraser 1918: 339).—Petit Passage, NS, south of East 
Ferry, low water, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-001050, SNM HYD-001052.

Eudendrium arbuscula Wright, 1859.—Minas Basin (Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 16; both as E. 
arbusculum). As a noun in apposition, the specific name is spelled “arbuscula.”

Eudendrium capillare Alder, 1856a.—Bay of Fundy (Verrill 1874: 734, as E. tenue).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 72, as 
E. capillare; 72, as E. tenue).—St. Andrews Island (now Navy Island), NB; off L‘Etang Head, NB, 12 fm (22 m) (Fraser 1918: 
339); many points from St. Andrews, NB, to L’Etang Head, NB; Brier Island, NS (Fraser 1918: 339, as E. tenue).—Scotsman 
Bay, NS (now Scots Bay), and Minas Basin, NS (Fraser 1944: 75, as E. tenue).—Minas Channel, NS; Minas Basin, NS 
(Bousfield & Leim 1960: 13, as E. tenue).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7, as E. capillare and E. tenue).—Minas 
Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 520, as E. capillare and E. tenue; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 18, as E. capillare; 19, as E. tenue).—
Bay of Fundy (Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 270).

Eudendrium cingulatum Stimpson, 1853.—Duck Island, near Grand Manan, NB, 20 fm (37 m) (Stimpson 1853: 9).—Bay of 
Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 270, as E. cochleatum). Fraser (1944) doubted the validity 
of this species, which has not been reported since its original description. No records of it were found during this study in a 
search of the online catalogues of the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, the Yale Peabody Museum of 
Natural History, or the National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution. It is regarded here as a species 
inquirenda.

Eudendrium dispar L. Agassiz, 1862.—Eastport, ME (A. Agassiz 1865: 159).—Bay of Fundy (Verrill 1874: 734).—St. 
Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 72).—Head Harbour Island (off Campobello Island), NB; McMaster Island, NB; St. Andrews 
Island (now Navy Island), NB; Joe’s Point and Niger Reef off St. Andrews, NB (Fraser 1918: 340; note: Niger Reef is named 
for HMS Niger, which grounded on the sandstone reef in 1866).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7).—Cobscook Bay, 
ME (Trott 2004a: 270).

Eudendrium bleakneyi, sp. nov. St. Andrews, NB, off Joe’s Point, 45°04’30”N, 67°05’20”W, 16 m, scallop drag, 06.ix.1984, 
coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B1381, ROMIZ B1472, ROMIZ B1473, ROMIZ B1475.

Eudendrium rameum (Pallas, 1766).—Two Islands, near Seal Cove, Grand Manan, NB, 5–10 fm (9–18 m); L’Etang Head, NB; 
Joe’s Point, St. Andrews, NB; St. Andrews Island (now Navy Island), NB (Fraser 1918: 340).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 
1977: 7).—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 17). 

Eudendrium ramosum (Linnaeus, 1758).—Bay of Fundy, 6–100 fm (11–183 m) (Verrill 1874: 734).—St. Andrews, NB 
(Stafford 1912: 72).—Many locations between Two Islands, near Seal Cove, Grand Manan, NB, to St. Andrews Point, NB; 
Brier Island, NS (Fraser 1918: 340).—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 520, as E. insigne and E. ramosum; Bromley & 
Bleakney 1985: 16, as E. ramosum; 17, as E. insigne).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7, as E. ramosum and E. insigne; 
Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 270).—St. Andrews, NB, Brandy 
Cove, on wharf piling, -5 m, 21.viii.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B655.—St. Andrews, NB, off Joe’s Point, 16 m, scallop 
dredge, 06.ix.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B1387, ROMIZ B1461, ROMIZ B1462, ROMIZ B1463, ROMIZ B4131.
Eudendrium tenellum Allman, 1877.—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 18). Eudendrium 
tenellum is considered a species inquirenda (Schuchert 2013). Moreover, the identification of this species, originally described 
from the warm Straits of Florida (Allman 1877) is unlikely to occur in boreal waters of the Bay of Fundy.
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Eudendrium vaginatum Allman, 1863. Sandy Cove, Digby County, NS, south side, 22.vii.1970, coll. J.S. Bleakney, SNM 
HYD-001053.

ORDER LEPTOTHECATA Cornelius, 1992

Family Melicertidae L. Agassiz, 1862

Melicertum octocostatum (M. Sars, 1835).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 271). Note: Trott (2004a) attributed the 
published records of Verrill (1871) and Bigelow (1914) for the occurrence of this species, both based on the medusa stage. The 
hydroid has yet to be identified from the Bay of Fundy.

Family Calycellidae Kramp, 1913

Calycella syringa (Linnaeus, 1767).—Grand Manan, NB, off Duck Island (Stimpson 1853, as Campanularia syringa).—St. 
Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73).—Bay of Fundy, widespread (Fraser 1918: 350).—Minas Basin, NS; St. John River estuary, 
NB (Fraser 1944: 167).—Minas Basin, NS (Bousfield & Leim 1960: 14; Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 
23).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7; Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Cobscook Bay, ME 
(Trott 2004a: 271).—Off Digby, NS, 128 m, scallop dredge, May 1966, coll. J.F. Caddy, ROMIZ B641.—Sandy Cove, Digby 
Neck, NS, 22.vii.1970, intertidal, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-001058.—Petit Passage, south of East Ferry, NS, 
21.vii.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-001062.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, Laminaria zone, 14.x.1970, coll. 
K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000455.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, extreme low tide, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, 
SNM HYD-000459, SNM HYD-000493, SNM HYD-001049.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, low water, 14.x.1970, 
coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-001050, SNM HYD-001051, SNM HYD-001052.—Lorneville, NB, 30.v.1973, coll. D.J. 
Scarratt, ARC 8650089.—St. Andrews, NB, on pontoon slip of wharf at biological station, <1 m, 22.viii.1984, coll. D. Calder, 
ROMIZ B649.—St. Andrews, NB, off Joe’s Point, 16 m, scallop dredge, 06.ix.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B1536, ROMIZ 
B1537, ROMIZ B1538, ROMIZ B1539.—Eastport, ME, Cobscook Bay off Estes Head, on holdfast of Laminaria on 
aquaculture float, 07.viii.2005, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4122.

Family Phialellidae Russell, 1953

 

Opercularella lacerata (Johnston, 1847).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73).—St. Andrews, NB (Niger Reef; Navy 
Island); Brier Island, NS, 33–39 fm (60–71 m) (Fraser 1918: 351).—St. John River estuary, NB (Fraser 1944: 176).—Bay of 
Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7).—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 23; both as 
Campanulina lacerata).—Sherrod’s Beach, NB, 2 m (Henry 2003: 142; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 131).—Black Rock, 
Canada Creek, NS, in tidepool on algae, 19.viii.1970, Coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000844.—Petit Passage, NS, south of 
East Ferry, Laminaria zone, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000455.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, 
extreme low tide, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000459, SNM HYD-000493, SNM HYD-001050, SNM HYD-
001051.—Richardson, Deer Island, NB, on Mytilus edulis on pontoon slip of wharf, <1 m, 22.v.1999, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ 
B3088.—Stuart Town, Deer Island, NB, on Mytilus edulis on pontoon slip of public wharf, <1 m, 24.v.1999, coll. D. Calder, 
ROMIZ B3092.—Eastport, ME, inner basin of breakwater, <1 m, on Ascophyllum nodosum, 07.viii.2005, coll. D. Calder, 
ROMIZ B4121.

Opercularella pumila S.F. Clark, 1875.—Navy Island, St. Andrews, NB (Fraser 1918: 351).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 
1977: 7).

Family Tiaropsidae Boero, Bouillon, & Danovaro, 1987

Tiaropsis multicirrata (M. Sars, 1835).—Richardson, Deer Island, NB, 44°59’42”N, 66°56’45”W, on pontoon slip of wharf, <1 
m, on Mytilus edulis, 22.v.1999, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3089.

Family Incertae Sedis

Cuspidella costata Hincks, 1868.—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 24). This is believed to 
be the hydroid of the medusa Laodicea undulata (Forbes & Goodsir, 1851) (family Laodiceidae L. Agassiz, 1862).
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Cuspidella grandis Hincks, 1868.—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 24). This is believed to 
be the hydroid of the medusa Mitrocomella polydiademata (Romanes, 1876) (family Mitrocomidae Haeckel, 1879), known to 
occur in the Bay of Fundy (Shih et al. 1971).

Cuspidella humilis Hincks, 1866.—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 25).

Keratosum maximum (Levinsen, 1893).—Bay of Fundy (Henry 2003: 130; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).

Family Campanulariidae Johnston, 1837

Campanularia groenlandica Levinsen, 1893.—Brier Island, NS, 22 fm (40 m); Passamaquoddy Bay region, NB: Quoddy 
River; E of Spruce Island, 17 fm (31 m); between White and Spruce islands; off Head Harbour Island, 25 fm (46 m); off Deer 
Island Point; Campobello Island (Fraser 1918: 343).—Eastport harbor, ME (Fraser 1944: 120).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et 
al. 1977: 7).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 272).—Richardson, Deer Island, NB, on Mytilus edulis on pontoon slip of 
wharf, <1 m, 22.v.1999, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3090.

Campanularia volubilis (Linnaeus, 1758).—Bay of Fundy, 0–60 fm (0–110 m) (Verrill 1874: 726).—St. Andrews, NB 
(Stafford 1912: 73).—Grand Manan, NB, to head of Passamaquoddy Bay (Fraser 1918: 345).—Brier Island, NS, 33–39 fm 
(60–71 m) (Fraser 1918: 345).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7; Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 
127).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 272). Bigelow’s (1914: 16) report of this species (as Clytia volubilis) from the vicinity 
of Eastport, ME, is considered incorrect, having been based on a species with a medusa stage (likely close to Clytia 
hemisphaerica). Campanularia volubilis has fixed gonophores.—Off Digby, NS, 128 m, scallop dredge, May 1966, coll. J.F. 
Caddy, ROMIZ B633.—Western Passage off Fairhaven, Deer Island, NB, 24.viii.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B652.

Orthopyxis integra (Macgillivray, 1842).—Bay of Fundy, low water to 30 fm (0–55 m) (Verrill 1874: 726, as Orthopyxis 
caliculata).—Spruce Island, Passamaquoddy Bay, NB; Brier Island, NS, 33–39 fm (60–71 m) (Fraser 1918: 344, as 
Campanularia integra).—Eastport, ME (Fraser 1944: 122, as C. integra).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7, as 
Campanularia integra).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 272).—Sandy Cove, Digby Neck, NS, 22.vii.1970, intertidal, coll. 
K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-001058.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, extreme low tide, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, 
SNM HYD-000459, SNM HYD-000493, SNM HYD-001049, SNM HYD-001050, SNM HYD-001051.—Point Lepreau, NB, 
in tidepool, lower intertidal, on rocks, coralline algae, Mytilus, 24.viii.1988, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4020.

Rhizocaulus verticillatus (Linnaeus, 1758).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73, as Campanularia verticillata).—L’Etang 
Head, NB, to the northern tip of Campobello Island, NB (Fraser 1918: 344, as C. verticillata).—Minas Basin, NS (Fraser 1944: 
130; Bousfield & Leim 1960: 14; Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 19; all as C. verticillata).—Bay of Fundy 
(Linkletter et al. 1977: 7, as Campanularia verticillata; Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Cobscook Bay, 
ME (Trott 2004a: 272).—Off Red Beach, Deer Island, NB, on crab in lobster trap, May 1962, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B644.—
Lorneville, NB, 01.vi.1973, coll. D.J. Scarratt, ARC 8650085.—Pendleton Island, NB, --vii.1990, 8 m, on Boltenia ovifera, 
coll. C. Hatfield, ROMIZ B4219.—Eastport, ME, just offshore from Hotel East, 8 m, on rocks, 06.viii.2005, coll. Larry G. 
Harris, ROMIZ B4119.

Family Clytiidae Cockerell, 1911

Clytia gigantea (Hincks, 1866).—St. Croix River, NB, 5–10 fm (9–18 m) (Fraser 1918: 343, as Campanularia gigantea).—Bay 
of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7, as Campanularia gigantea).

Clytia gracilis (M. Sars, 1850).—Chamcook Harbour, NB, 5 fm (9 m); off Bliss Island, NB (Fraser 1918: 345, as Clytia 
cylindrica).—High Duck Island, between Two and Three islands, and off Swallowtail Light, 30–40 fm (55–73 m), all near 
Grand Manan, NB; St. Andrews Point, NB; off Joe’s Point, St. Andrews, NB; off Dochet Island (St. Croix Island), ME (Fraser 
1918: 348, as Gonothyraea gracilis).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7, as Gonothyraea gracilis).—Minas Basin, NS 
(Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 21; both as Laomedea gracilis).—Black Rock, Canada Creek, NS, in tidepool 
on algae, 19.viii.1970, Coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000844.—Eastport, ME, inner basin of breakwater, <1 m, on Boltenia 
ovifera and algae, 07.viii.2005, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4124.

Clytia hemisphaerica (Linnaeus, 1767).—Eastport, ME; Grand Manan, NB (A. Agassiz 1865: 78, as Clytia bicophora).—Bay 
of Fundy (Verrill 1874: 725, as C. johnstoni).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73, as C. johnstoni).—Grand Manan, NB, to 
the head of Passamaquoddy Bay; Brier Island, NS, 22 fm (40 m) (Fraser 1918: 345, as C. johnstoni).—St. Andrews Point, NB 
(Fraser 1918: 345, as C. edwardsi).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7, as C. edwardsi and C. johnstoni).—Sherrod’s 
Beach, Passamaquoddy Bay, NB, 2 m; Bay of Fundy (Henry 2003: 129; 142; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127; 131).—
Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 272).—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, extreme low tide, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. 
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Petersen, SNM HYD-000459, SNM HYD-001050, SNM HYD-001051, SNM HYD-001054.—Richardson, Deer Island, NB, 
44°59’42”N, 66°56’47”W, on Ascophyllum nodosum on pontoon slip of public wharf, <1 m, 34‰, 9° C, 26.v.1999, coll. D. 
Calder, ROMIZ B3095.

Clytia noliformis (McCrady, 1859).—Brier Island, NS, 33–39 fm (60–71 m) (Fraser 1918: 347). The record of this warm-water 
species in deeper waters of the decidedly boreal lower Bay of Fundy is held here to be erroneous.

Family Obeliidae Haeckel, 1879

Gonothyraea loveni (Allman, 1859a).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73).—Off Niger Reef and Joe’s Point, St. Andrews, 
NB; off Head Harbour Island, NB; Cumming’s Cove, Deer Island, NB, 5–40 fm (9–73 m) (Fraser 1918: 348).—Minas Basin, 
NS (Bousfield & Leim 1960: 14; Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 21; the latter two as Laomedea loveni).—
Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7).—Sherrod’s Beach, Passamaquoddy Bay, NB, 2 m; Bay of Fundy (Henry 2003: 129; 
142; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127; 131).—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, extreme low tide, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. 
Petersen, SNM HYD-001049.—St. Andrews, NB, off Joe’s Point, 16 m, scallop dredge, 06.ix.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ 
B1756, ROMIZ B1758, ROMIZ B1759.—Green’s Point, near Letete, NB, in high-water lagoon at Tucker’s Point, 15.viii.1998, 
coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4130.—Letete, NB, Tucker’s Point, in intertidal brook, on rock, 45°02’52”N, 66°53’36”W, 
24.v.1999, 32.5‰, 10° C, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3105.—Eastport, ME, inner harbor on floating dock, <1 m, 07.viii.2005, 
coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4117.

Hartlaubella gelatinosa (Pallas, 1766).—Grand Manan, NB (Stimpson 1853: 8, as Laomedea gelatinosa).—Bay of Fundy 
(Linkletter et al. 1977: 7, as Campanularia gelatinosa).—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 20, as Campanularia 
gelatinosa).—Kingsport, NS, 19.vii.1966, coll. J.S. Bleakney, ROMIZ B630.—Minas Basin, NS, Starr’s Point, underside of 
sandstone overhang, 24.v.1999, coll. J.S. Bleakney, ROMIZ B3122.—Digby, NS, mouth of Bear River near Joggin Bridge, on 
old railway bridge pilings, 44°36’03”N, 65°44’40”W, low water, 29‰, 12° C, 31.v.1999, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3098.

Laomedea amphora L. Agassiz, 1862.—Grand Manan, NB (A. Agassiz, 1865: 93).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7, as 
Campanularia amphora).

Laomedea flexuosa Alder 1857.—Eastport, ME (Verrill 1874: 726, as Campanularia flexuosa).—Bay of Fundy (Verrill & 
Rathbun 1880: 230, as C. flexuosa).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73, as C. flexuosa).—St. Andrews Island (Navy Island), 
NB (Fraser 1918: 343, as C. flexuosa).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7, as Campanularia flexuosa).—Minas Basin, 
NS (Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 20).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 272).—Fairhaven, Deer Island, 
NB, <1 m, on floating algae, 08.ix.1966, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B646.—Letete, NB, at lighthouse, --.vii. 1973, coll. G. Davis 
& F. Spiro, ARC 8650084.—Kingsport, NS, underside of sandstone overhang, intertidal, 18.ix.1984, coll. J.S. Bleakney, 
ROMIZ B506.—Deer Island Point, Deer Island, NB, intertidal, on Ascophyllum, 22.v.1999, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3085.—
Letete, NB, Tucker’s Point, in intertidal brook, on Ascophyllum nodosum, 45°02’52”N, 66°53’36”W, 24.v.1999, 32.5‰, 10° C, 
coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3103.—Eastport, ME, Cobscook Bay off Comstock Point, on floating Ascophyllum nodosum, 
08.viii.2005, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4123.

Laomedea neglecta Alder, 1856b.—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73, as Campanularia neglecta).—Grand Manan, NB, to 
St Croix River, NB; Brier Island, NS (Fraser 1918: 344, as C. neglecta).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7, as 
Campanularia neglecta).

Obelia articulata (A. Agassiz, 1865).—St. Andrews, NB (St. Croix River, near biological station; off Joe’s Point; off St. 
Andrews Point; Chamcook Harbour, Minister’s Island); The Wolves, NB; Grand Manan, NB, off Swallowtail Light (Fraser 
1918: 348).—Grand Manan, NB (Fraser 1943: 88).—Eastport, ME (Fraser 1944: 152).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 
7).—Passamaquoddy Bay, off western end of Deer Island, NB, on Boltenia ovifera in a lobster trap, 19.vi.1985, coll. D. Calder, 
ROMIZ B4126. Note: until examining ROM specimens (ROMIZ B4126), I had regarded Obelia articulata as identical with 
Obelia longissima (Pallas, 1766). However, hydrothecae differ in being much deeper relative to their width, marginal cusps are 
much more deeply cut, and the colony is much finer. Hydrothecal characters of O. articulata strongly resemble those of 
Gonothyraea loveni (Allman, 1859a), and my material was thought to be that species until gonophores with developing 
medusae were observed. The original description of O. articulata by A. Agassiz (1865) is inadequate; Fraser’s (1918) 
interpretation of that species has been adopted in this study.

Obelia bidentata S.F. Clark, 1875.—Minas Basin, Kingsport, NS, low intertidal, on bryozoan and hydroid stems on a stone, 20 
August 1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-001061.—Minas Basin, Medford Beach near Kingsport, NS, on sandy silt near 
low water, 28.viii.1984, coll. J.S. Bleakney, ROMIZ B507.—Minas Basin, Kingsport, NS, low tide, ix.1999, underside of 
sandstone overhang, coll. J.S. Bleakney, ROMIZ B3121.
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Obelia dichotoma (Linnaeus, 1758).—Grand Manan, NB (A. Agassiz 1865: 88, as Eucope pyriformis).—Eastport, ME (Verrill 
1874: 728; Bigelow 1914: 16).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 72).—St. Andrews, NB, off Joe’s Point, 17 fm (31 m); Brier 
Island, NS, 33–39 fm (60–71m) (Fraser 1918: 349).—Minas Basin, NS (Fraser 1944: 155; Bousfield & Leim 1960: 14; 
Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 22; the latter two as Laomedea dichotoma).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 
1977: 7; Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 271).—Eastport, ME, at 
Harris Point, on Ulva sp., <1 m, 07.viii.2005, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4116.

Obelia geniculata (Linnaeus, 1758).—Bay of Fundy (Verrill 1874: 727).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 72).—Grand 
Manan, NB (High Duck Island, Horse Island, Whale Cove, off Swallowtail light); The Wolves, NB; north of Green Island, NB; 
Bliss Island, NB; Deer Island, NB; St. Andrews, NB (off Joe's Point) (Fraser 1918: 350).—Minas Basin, NS; Scots Bay, NS; 
Cobequid Bay, NS; Eastport, ME (Fraser 1944: 159).—Minas Basin, NS; Bass River, NS, intertidal; Scots Bay, NS, intertidal 
(Bousfield & Leim 1960: 14).—Deer Island, NB (Calder 1971: 57).—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & 
Bleakney 1985: 22; both as Laomedea geniculata).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7; Henry 2003: 129; Henry & 
Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 272).—Eastport, ME (Sisson 2005: 1725).—Fairhaven, Deer 
Island, NB, <1 m, on kelp, summer 1961, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B634.—Sandy Cove, Digby Neck, NS, 22.vii.1970, 
intertidal, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-001058.—Black Rock, Canada Creek, NS, in tidepool on algae, 19.viii.1970, Coll. 
K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000844.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, extreme low tide, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, 
SNM HYD-000459, SNM HYD-001050.—St. Andrews, NB, on pontoon slip of wharf at biological station, <1 m, 22.viii.1984, 
coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B600.—Westport, Brier Island, NS, on kelp on floating dock, <1 m, 16.viii.1988, coll. D. Calder, 
B4128.—Richardson, Deer Island, NB, on pontoon slip of wharf, <1 m, 22.v.1999, on Agarum cribrosum, coll. D. Calder, 
ROMIZ B3094.—Eastport, ME, at Harris Point, on Ascophyllum nodosum and Laminaria sp., <1 m, 07.viii.2005, coll. D. 
Calder, ROMIZ B4115.

Obelia longissima (Pallas, 1766).—Grand Manan, NB (L. Agassiz 1862: 351; A. Agassiz 1865: 91: both as Obelia 
commissuralis).—Bay of Fundy (Verrill 1874: 728).—Eastport, ME (Mayer 1910b: 244; Bigelow 1914: 15; both as O. 
commissuralis).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73, as O. flabellata and O. longissima).—Between White and Spruce 
islands, NB (Fraser 1918: 349, as O. flabellata).—Off Bliss Island, NB; Indian Head Bay, Charlotte County, NB; St. Andrews, 
NB, off Joe’s Point (Fraser 1918: 350).— St. John River estuary (Fraser 1944: 162).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 7, 
as O. commissuralis, O. flabellata, and O. longissima).—Sherrod’s Beach, Passamaquoddy Bay, NB, 2 m; Bay of Fundy 
(Henry 2003: 129; 142; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127; 131).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 272).—St. Andrews, NB, 
off Joe’s Point, 23.x.1973, 9–12 m, coll. T. Lacalli, ARC 8650082.—St. Andrews, NB, on pontoon slip of wharf at biological 
station, <1 m, 22.viii.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B606.—Annapolis River estuary, NS, on test plates, 28.viii.1984, coll. J.S. 
Bleakney, ROMIZ B508.—Annapolis Basin, NS, on mooring line, 19.ix.1984, coll. J.S. Bleakney, ROMIZ B509, ROMIZ 
B510.—Westport, Brier Island, NS, on floating dock, <1 m, 16.viii.1988, coll. D. Calder, B4127.—Richardson, Deer Island, 
NB, pontoon slip of public wharf, just below surface, on Laminaria, 19.xii.1988, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B1024.—Eastport, 
ME, at Harris Point, on Ascophyllum nodosum, <1 m, 07.viii.2005, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4112.

Family Lafoeidae A. Agassiz, 1865

Filellum serpens Hassall, 1848.—Common from north end of Campobello Island, NB, to head of Passamaquoddy Bay and up 
the St. Croix River; Brier Island, NS, 22 fm (40 m) (Fraser 1918: 354).—Off Grand Manan, NB, 40–55 fm (73–101 m) (Fraser 
1944: 215).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8; Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127). Off Green Island, 
Charlotte County, NB, 30.iii.1966, on Abietinaria abietina, coll. J.F. Caddy, ROMIZ B638.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East 
Ferry, extreme low tide, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-001054.—Pendleton Island, NB, --vii.1990, 8 m, on 
Boltenia ovifera, coll. C. Hatfield, ROMIZ B4222.
 
Grammaria abietina (M. Sars, 1850).—Grand Manan, NB (Stimpson 1853: 9, as Grammaria robusta).—Bay of Fundy 
(Linkletter et al. 1977: 8; Henry 2003: 130; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127). 

Grammaria borealis (Levinsen, 1893).—Bay of Fundy (Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127). Cryptolaria 
triserialis Fraser, 1913, from Chedabucto Bay on the Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia, is considered conspecific.

Grammaria gracilis Stimpson, 1853.—Grand Manan, NB (Stimpson 1853: 9).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8).

Lafoea dumosa (Fleming, 1820).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73, as Lafoea robusta; Fraser 1918: 353, as Hebella (?)
pocillum).—Passamaquoddy Bay, common throughout; Brier Island, NS, 22 fm (40 m) (Fraser 1918: 354).—Eastport, ME 
(Fraser 1944: 207, as Hebella (?) pocillum).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8; as Hebella pocillum and Lafoea dumosa; 
Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 272).—St. Andrews, NB, off Joe’s 
Point, 16 m, scallop dredge, 06.ix.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B1596.—Passamaquoddy Bay, ME, opposite Northern 
Harbour, Deer Island, NB, 58 m, 28.viii.1988, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B 4137.
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Lafoea fruticosa (M. Sars, 1850).—Chamcook Harbour, NB, 5 fm (9 m) (Fraser 1918: 355).—Cherry Island, NB, 20–25 fm 
(37–46 m) (Fraser 1944: 223).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8; Henry 2003: 130; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).

Lafoea gracillima (Alder, 1856a).—Bay of Fundy (Smith & Harger 1875: 53).—Brier Island, NS (Fraser 1918: 355).—Off 
Grand Manan, NB, 40–55 fm (73–101 m) (Fraser 1944: 224).

Family Haleciidae Hincks, 1868

Halecium articulosum S.F. Clark, 1875.—Eastport, ME (S.F. Clark 1875: 63).—Bay of Fundy (Verrill 1875: 42).—St. 
Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73).—The Wolves, NB; between White and Spruce islands, N of Campobello Island, NB; SW of 
Deer Island, NB; St. Andrews, NB: off Sand Reef Light, 15 fm (27 m); off Harbour Island (Navy Island?), 25 fm (46 m); off 
Joe’s Point, 10 fm (18 m); reef near biological station (Fraser 1918: 352).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8).—
Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 271).—Passamaquoddy Bay, off northwestern end of Deer Island, NB, on Boltenia ovifera in 
a lobster trap, 19.vi.1985, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4125. 

Halecium beanii (Johnston, 1838).—Bay of Fundy (Verrill 1875: 43).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73, as Halecium 
beani).—Many points from south end of Grand Manan, NB, to head of Passamaquoddy Bay (Fraser 1918: 352, as H. beani).—
Minas Basin, NS; Cobequid Bay, NS; Eastport, ME (Fraser 1944: 186, as as H. beani).—Minas Basin, NS; Bass River, NS, 
intertidal (Bousfield & Leim 1960: 14, as H. beani).— Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8, as H. beani).—Minas Basin, NS 
(Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 25; both as H. beani).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 272).

Halecium corrugatum Nutting, 1899.—Bay of Fundy (Henry 2003: 130; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).

Halecium curvicaule Lorenz, 1886.—St. Andrews, NB, off Joe’s Point; off Deer Island, NB; off Brier Island, NS, 33–39 fm 
(60–71 m) (Fraser 1918: 352).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8).

Halecium halecinum (Linnaeus, 1758).—Eastport, ME (A. Agassiz 1865: 148).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73, as 
Halecium halecium and H. gracile).—St. Andrews, NB (Fraser 1918: 352, as H. halecinum and H. gracile); off Deer Island, 
NB (Fraser 1918: 352).—Minas Basin, NS; Eastport, ME (Fraser 1944: 194).—Minas Basin, NS; Scots Bay, NS, intertidal 
(Bousfield & Leim 1960: 14).—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 26).—Bay of Fundy 
(Linkletter et al. 1977: 8).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 272).

Halecium labrosum Alder, 1859.—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8; Henry 2003: 130; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 
127).—Western Passage off Fairhaven, Deer Island, NB, 24.viii.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B653.

Halecium marsupiale Bergh, 1887.—Passamaquoddy Bay, off northwestern side of Deer Island, NB, on Hydrallmania falcata
in a lobster trap, 19.vi.1985, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4132.

Halecium praeparvum, sp. nov.—Eastport, ME, near Estes Head, 44°53’36”N, 66°59’37”W, 07.viii.2005, from aquaculture 
pen, on kelp holdfast, <1 m, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4111.

Halecium minutum Broch, 1903.—Brier Island, NS, 22 fm (40 m), July 2013 (Fraser 1918: 352).—off Digby, NS, 73–84 m, 
May 1966, coll. J.F. Caddy, ROMIZ B632. Note: differences between Halecium minutum and H. textum Kramp, 1911 appear to 
be minor. Identifications are most reliable when made from fertile colonies. Specimens examined here lacked gonophores, but 
resembled fertile colonies described earlier from Wakeham Bay (Kangiqsujuaq), Quebec (Calder 1970: pl. 2, figs. 6, 8, 9) as H. 
undulatum Billard, 1922. Those are now believed to be H. minutum based on morphology of the gonotheca (Schuchert 2001b).

Halecium muricatum (Ellis & Solander, 1786).—Eastport, ME (A. Agassiz 1865: 147; Fraser 1944: 197).—St. Andrews, NB 
(Stafford 1912: 73).—Quoddy River, 23–47 fm (42–86 m); Head Harbour Island, NB; Deer Island, NB; off Spruce Island, NB, 
11–35 fm (20–64 m); Grand Manan, NB (between Big Duck and Cheyne islands; between Two and Three islands); Brier 
Island, NS, 33–39 fm (60–71 m) (Fraser 1918: 353).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8; Caddy 1970: 12; Henry 2003: 
130; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 272).—Bay of Fundy, 8 km NE of Centreville, 
NS, 27.v.1936, ARC 8650096.—Letang Estuary, NB, 4.xii.1970, ARC 8650093.

Halecium sessile Norman, 1867.—Bay of Fundy (Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Cobscook Bay, ME 
(Trott 2004a: 272).—St. Andrews, NB, St Croix River off Joe’s Point, 16 m, 06 September 1984, scallop drag, coll. D. Calder, 
ROMIZ B1601. Note: this species closely resembles H. articulosum S.F. Clark, 1875 and the two have sometimes been 
confused (for differences between them, see Calder 2012).
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Halecium tenellum Hincks, 1861.—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73).—Common, from N end of Campobello Island, NB, 
to head of Passamaquoddy Bay; Brier Island, NS (Fraser 1918: 353).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8).

Halecium undulatum Billard, 1922.—Bay of Fundy (Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127). Note: this species is 
close to and possibly conspecific with H. textum Kramp, 1911. 

Family Sertulariidae Lamouroux, 1812

Abietinaria abietina (Linnaeus, 1758).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73).—Off Swallowtail Lighthouse, Grand Manan, 
NB; SW of Deer Island, NB; Head Harbour, Campobello Island, NB; McMaster Island, near Deer Island, NB; St. Andrews, 
NB, off Joe’s Point (Fraser 1918: 355).—Minas Basin, NS (Fraser 1944: 238; Bousfield & Leim 1960: 14: Bromley 1979: 520; 
Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 28; McLean et al. 2013: 506).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8; Henry 2003: 129; Henry & 
Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 272).—Off Green Island, Charlotte County, NB, 30.iii.1966, 
coll. J.F. Caddy, ROMIZ B638.—Western Passage off Fairhaven, Deer Island, NB, 24.viii.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ 
B608.—St. Andrews, NB, off Joe’s Point, 16 m, scallop dredge, 06.ix.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B2087.

Abietinaria filicula (Ellis & Solander, 1786).—Grand Manan, NB, 20 fm (37 m) (Stimpson 1853: 8).—Bay of Fundy 
(Linkletter et al. 1977: 8; Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127). 

Diphasia fallax (Johnston, 1847).—Grand Manan, NB, deep water (Stimpson 1853: 9, as Sertularia fallax).—Eastport, ME (A. 
Agassiz 1865: 142).—Bay of Fundy, 20–55 fm (37–101 m) (Verrill & Rathbun 1880: 230).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 
73).—Passamaquoddy Bay, NB, common throughout; Brier Island, NS, 22 fm (40 m) (Fraser 1918: 356).—Eastport, ME 
(Fraser 1943: 92).—Scots Bay, NS; Minas Basin, NS; Cobequid Bay, NS; Grand Manan, NB, 28–52 and 97–110 fm (51–95 m 
and 177–201 m); Eastport, ME, 18 fm (33 m) (Fraser 1944: 242).—Minas Channel, NS; Scots Bay, NS; Minas Basin, NS; Bass 
River, NS, intertidal (Bousfield & Leim 1960: 14; Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 29).—Lower Bay of Fundy 
(Caddy 1970: 12).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8; Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Cobscook 
Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 272).—Bay of Fundy, 8 km NE of Centreville, NS, 27.v.1936, coll. J. Stevenson, ARC 86500136.—Off 
Digby, NS, 59–77 m, May 1966, scallop dredge, coll. J.F. Caddy, ROMIZ B3810.—Off Digby, NS, 73–77 m, scallop dredge, 
May 1966, coll. J.F. Caddy, ARC 8650137.—Off Digby, NS, 84–86 m, May 1966, scallop dredge, coll. J.F. Caddy, ARC 
8650141.—Off Digby, NS, 82 m, May 1966, scallop dredge, coll. J.F. Caddy, ARC 8650144.—Off Digby, NS, 90–95 m, 
scallop dredge, May 1966, coll. J.F. Caddy, ARC 8650145.—Off Digby, NS, 73–84 m, scallop dredge, May 1966, coll. J.F. 
Caddy, ARC 8650146.—Off Digby, NS, 128 m, scallop dredge, May 1966, coll. J.F. Caddy, ROMIZ B639, ARC 8650140.—
Lorneville, NB, 31.v.1973, coll. D.J. Scarratt, ARC 8650172.—Lorneville, NB, 31.v.1973–04.vi.1973, coll. D.J. Scarratt, ARC 
8650171.—Head Harbour Passage, NB, 20.viii.2002, 170 ft (52 m), on Boltenia ovifera, coll. G. Pohle, ROMIZ 4216.
 
Diphasia margareta (Hassall, 1841).—Bay of Fundy (Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Cobscook Bay, 
ME (Trott 2004a: 272, as D. pinastrum).

Diphasia rosacea (Linnaeus, 1758).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 74).—Deer Island, NB, 15 fm (27 m); Quoddy River 
off Frost Ledges, ME; between White and Spruce islands off Campobello Island, NB; between Two and Three islands off 
Grand Manan, NB; Brier Island, NS, 33–39 fm (60–71 m) (Fraser 1918: 356).—Minas Basin, NS; Grand Manan, NB, 97–110 
fm (177–201 m) (Fraser 1944: 247).—Minas Basin, NS; Bass River, NS, intertidal (Bousfield & Leim 1960: 14; Bromley 
1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 29).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8; Henry 2003: 130; Henry & Kenchington 
2004a: 127).—Lower Bay of Fundy, commercial scallop grounds (Fuller et al. 1998: 23, as Diphasia rosaceae).—Petit 
Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, Laminaria zone, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000455.—Petit Passage, NS, 
south of East Ferry, datum + 5 cm, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000871.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East 
Ferry, extreme low tide, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-001049.—Deer Island, NB, Deer Island Point, in intertidal 
tide pool, unattached, 15.ix.2016, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4217.
 
Dynamena pumila (Linnaeus, 1758).—Grand Manan, NB (A. Agassiz 1865: 141).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73, as 
Sertularia pumila).— High Duck Island, near Grand Manan, NB; The Wolves, NB; Indian Head Bar, Indian Island (Charlotte 
County), NB (Fraser 1918: 359, as S. pumila).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8, as S. pumila).—Minas Basin, NS 
(Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 28).—Passamaquoddy Bay, NB (Holey Point; Brandy Cove; Joe’s Point; 
Woodstock Point; Letete Point; Pea Point) (Thomas et al. 1983: 54, as Sertularia pumilla; 40, 43, 56, 58, 60, 64, 66, 68, as S. 
pumila).—Passamaquoddy Bay, NB, tide pools (Thomas 1983: 100, as S. pumila).—Passamaquoddy Bay, NB (Holey Point; 
Holmes Cove Point; Green’s Point No. 1; Green’s Point No. 2; Pea Point) (Henry 2002: 1526).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 
2004a: 272).—West Quoddy Head, ME (Sisson 2005: 1725, as S. pumila).—Black Rock, Canada Creek, NS, in tidepool on 
algae, 19.viii.1970, Coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD- 000844.—St. Andrews, NB, Indian Point, 08.vii.1972, intertidal, ARC 
8650150, ARC 8650151.—Lorneville, NB, 01.vi.1973, coll. D.J. Scarratt, ARC 8650153.—Letete, NB, lighthouse, --.vii.1973, 
coll. F. Spiro & G. Davis, ARC 8650148.—St. Andrews, NB, Bar Road, 09.vi.1974, mid-intertidal, coll. T. Lacalli, ARC 
8650152.—St. Andrews, NB, intertidal, on Ascophyllum, 31.viii.1984, coll. M. Reddy, ROMIZ B663.—Kingsport, NS, 
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28.viii.1984, on Fucus, coll. J.S. Bleakney, ROMIZ B504.—St. Andrews, NB, at Bar Road, intertidal channel, 21.viii.1988, 
coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B2835.—Deer Island Point, Deer Island, NB, intertidal, on Ascophyllum, 22.v.1999, coll. D. Calder, 
ROMIZ B3086.—Eastport, ME, at Harris Point, on Ascophyllum nodosum, <1 m, 07.viii.2005, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4114. 
Note: the report of this largely intertidal species (as Sertularia pumila) from commercial scallop grounds in the lower Bay of 
Fundy by Fuller et al. (1998) is questionable. 

Hydrallmania falcata (Linnaeus, 1758).—Grand Manan, NB: on the hake ground, 35 fm (64 m) (Stimpson 1853: 8, as 
Plumularia falcata); off N point of Duck Island, 25 fm (46 m) (Stimpson 1853: 8, as P. tenerrima).—Grand Manan, NB; 
Eastport, ME (A. Agassiz 1865: 144, as Sertularia falcata).—Bay of Fundy, abundant, low water to 110 fm (201 m) (Verrill 
1874: 733).—Bay of Fundy (Verrill & Rathbun 1880: 230).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 74).—Passamaquoddy Bay, 
common (Fraser 1918: 357).—Grand Manan, NB, 97–110 fm (177–201 m) (Fraser 1944: 250).—Minas Channel, NS; Minas 
Basin, NS; Bass River, NS, intertidal (Fraser 1944: 250; Bousfield & Leim 1960: 14; Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 
1985: 27).—Minas Basin, NS, low tide, on stones (Bleakney 1996: 134).—Lower Bay of Fundy, commercial scallop grounds 
(Fuller et al. 1998: 15, 23).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 8; Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).—
Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 273).—Bay of Fundy, 13 km NW of Gullivers Head, Digby County, NS, 30.v.1936, ARC 
8650121.—St. Andrews, NB, Upper Green Point, 30.iii.1966, coll. J.F.Caddy, ARC 8650109.—Off Digby, NS, 59–77 m, May 
1966, scallop dredge, coll. J.F. Caddy, ROMIZ B3814.—Off Digby, NS, 60–77 m, May 1966, scallop dredge, coll. J.F. Caddy, 
ROMIZ B642.—Off Digby, NS, 65–76 m, May 1966, scallop dredge, coll. J.F. Caddy, ARC 8650110.—Off Digby, NS, 65–74 
m, May 1966, scallop dredge, coll. J.F. Caddy, ARC 8650112.—Off Digby, NS, 79–84 m, May 1966, scallop dredge, coll. J.F. 
Caddy, ARC 8650113.—Off Digby, NS, 128 m, May 1966, scallop dredge, coll. J.F. Caddy, ARC 8650120.—Off Digby, NS, 
119–123 m, May 1966, scallop dredge, coll. J.F. Caddy, ARC 8650123.—Lorneville, NB, 30.v.1973, coll. D.J. Scarratt, ARC 
8650107.—Lorneville, NB, 31.v.1973, coll. D.J. Scarratt, ARC 8650116.—Lorneville, NB, 30.v.1973–07.vi.1973, coll. D.J. 
Scarratt, ARC 8650118.—Letete Passage, NB, 55 m, 05.iii.1974, coll. T. Lacalli, ARC 8650115.—St. Andrews, NB, off Joe’s 
Point, 03.xii.1974, coll. Capt. Wright, ARC 8650108.—St. Croix River, NB, at entrance to Oak Bay, 23.viii.1984, coll. D. 
Calder, ROMIZ B602.—Western Passage off Fairhaven, Deer Island, NB, 24.viii,1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B603.—St. 
Andrews, NB, off Joe’s Point, 16 m, scallop dredge, 06.ix.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B1972, ROMIZ B1974.—Owen 
Basin, east of Campobello Island, NB, 44°53’N, 66°49’W, 160 m, on scallop shell, 28.v.1999, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3097.

Pericladium mirabile (Verrill, 1873).—Grand Manan, NB (Fraser 1944: 254, as Selaginopsis mirabilis).—Bay of Fundy, 13 km 
NW of Gullivers Head, Digby County, NS, 30.v.1936, coll. J. Stevenson, ARC 8650165.

Sertularella gigantea Hincks, 1874.—Bay of Fundy, off Digby Gut, NS (Caddy 1970: 12, as Sertularella polyzonias).—Bay of 
Fundy, 8 km NE of Centreville, NS, 27.v.1936, coll. J. Stevenson, ARC 8650159.—Off Digby, NS, 60–77 m, scallop dredge, -
-.v.1966, coll. J.F. Caddy, ARC 8650162.—Off Digby, NS, 119–123 m, scallop dredge, --.v.1966, coll. J.F. Caddy, ROMIZ 
B636, ARC 8650160, ARC 8650161.—Lorneville, NB, 01.vi.1973, coll. D.J. Scarratt, ARC 8650157.—St. Andrews, NB, 
Navy Island, 25.x.1973, 21 m, coll. T. Lacalli, ARC 8650158.—St. Croix River, NB, at entrance of Oak Bay, 23.viii.1984, coll. 
D. Calder, ROMIZ B656.—St. Andrews, NB, off Joe’s Point, 16 m, scallop dredge, 06.ix.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B1989, 
ROMIZ B1993, ROMIZ B1995.—Passamaquoddy Bay, off Frost Cove near Perry, ME, 58 m, 27.viii.1988, coll. D. Calder, 
ROMIZ B4134.—St. Andrews, NB, off Brandy Cove, 13 m, 27.viii.1988, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4138.—Passamaquoddy 
Bay, ME, opposite Northern Harbour, Deer Island, NB, 58 m, 28.viii.1988, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4136.

Sertularella polyzonias (Linnaeus, 1758).—Grand Manan, NB, 10–40 fm (18–73 m) (Stimpson 1853: 9, as Sertularia 
polyzonias).—Treat’s Island, near Eastport, ME, low water (Fuller 1862a: 129; 1862b: 91; both as S. polyzonias).—Eastport, 
ME (A. Agassiz 1865: 146, as Cotulina polyzonias).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73).—Passamaquoddy Bay area, 
common (Fraser 1918: 358).—Grand Manan, NB, 10–40 fm (18–73 m) and 97–110 fm (177–201 m); off Cherry Island, NB, 
20–25 fm (37–46 m); Eastport, ME (Fraser 1944: 268).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8; Henry 2003: 129; Henry & 
Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Lower Bay of Fundy, commercial scallop grounds (Fuller et al. 1998: 15, 23).—Cobscook Bay, 
ME (Trott 2004a: 273). Note: records of this species in the Bay of Fundy are believed to have been based instead on 
Sertularella gigantea Hincks, 1874. See text.

Sertularella rugosa (Linnaeus, 1758).—Grand Manan, NB (Stimpson 1853: 9, as Sertularia rugosa).—High Duck Island, off 
Grand Manan, NB; between White and Spruce islands, near Campobello Island, NB; Cumming’s Cove, Deer Island, NB; West 
Quoddy Head, Lubec, ME; St. Croix Island, ME (Fraser 1918: 358).—Minas Basin, NS (Fraser 1944: 271; Bousfield & Leim 
1960: 14; Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 31).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8).—Cobscook Bay, ME 
(Trott 2004a: 273).—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, extreme low tide, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-
000459, SNM HYD-001050.—Pendleton Island, NB, 8 m, --.vii. 1990, on Boltenia ovifera, coll. C. Hatfield, ROMIZ B4221.
 
Sertularia argentea Linnaeus, 1758.—Grand Manan, NB, common, 4–6 fm (7–11 m), on stones (Stimpson 1853: 8).—Treat’s 
Island, near Eastport, ME, low water (Fuller 1862a: 129).—Bay of Fundy (Verrill 1874: 732; Linkletter et al. 1977: 8, as 
Thuiaria argentea).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73, as Thuiaria argentea).—Deer Island, NB; Grand Manan, NB 
(Fraser 1918: 359, as T. argentea).—Eastport, ME (Fraser 1943: 93, as T. argentea).— Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 273).
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Sertularia cupressina Linnaeus, 1758.—Eastport, ME (A. Agassiz 1865: 143).—Bay of Fundy, tidepools and 1–110 fm (2–201 
m) (Verrill 1874: 732).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 73, as Thuiaria cupressina).—St. Croix River; St. Andrews, NB, off 
Joe's Point; McMaster Island, NB; Quoddy River, off Deer Island, NB; Whale Cove, Grand Manan, NB, 20–30 fm (37–55 m); 
Brier Island, NS, 33–39 fm (60–71 m) (Fraser 1918: 359, as T. cupressina).—E of Grand Manan, NB, 28–52 fm (51–95 m) 
(Fraser 1944: 298, as T. cupressina ).—Minas Basin, NS; Bass River, NS, intertidal (Fraser 1944: 298; Bousfield & Leim 1960: 
14; both as T. cupressina).—Minas Basin, NS (Bromley 1979: 520, as both S. cupressina and T. cupressina; Bromley & 
Bleakney 1985: 30).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8, as T. cupressina; Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 
2004a: 127; 2004b: 1107).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 273).—Bay of Fundy, 13 km W of Gullivers Head, NS, 
30.v.1936, coll. J. Stevenson, ARC 8650135.—Lorneville, NB, 31.v.1973, coll. D.J. Scarratt, ARC 8650138.—Lorneville, NB, 
04.vi.1973, 18 m, coll. D.J. Scarratt, ARC 8650168.—St. Croix River, NB, at entrance of Oak Bay, 23.viii.1984, coll. D. 
Calder, ROMIZ B654.—Western Passage off Fairhaven, Deer Island, NB, 24.viii.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B604.—
Annapolis Basin, NS, at Bear River bridge, 24.ix.1984, coll. J.S. Bleakney, ROMIZ B505.—Kingsport, Minas Basin, NS, at 
ELWS, 19.iii.1992, coll. J.S. Bleakney, ROMIZ B4223; ROMIZ B4224.

Sertularia fabricii Levinsen, 1893.—St. Andrews, NB (Fraser 1918: 360, as Thuiaria fabricii).—Bay of Fundy (Fraser 1944: 
301, as T. fabricii; Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).

Sertularia latiuscula Stimpson, 1853.—Grand Manan, NB, laminarian zone (Stimpson 1853: 8).—St. Andrews, NB (Fraser 
1918: 360, as Thuiaria latiuscula).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8, as T. latiuscula; Henry 2003: 129; Henry & 
Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 273).—Deer Island, NB, Calder’s Head off Red Beach, on crab 
in lobster trap, 5 m, May 1962, with gonothecae, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B647.—Off Digby, NS, 60–77 m, May 1966, scallop 
dredge, coll. J.F. Caddy, ROMIZ B635, ARC 8650154, ARC 8650156.—Letang Estuary, NB, 04.xii.1970, ARC 8650163.—
Lorneville, NB, 31.v.1973, coll. D.J. Scarratt, ARC 8650167, ARC 8650176.—Lorneville, NB, 01.vi.1973, coll. D.J. Scarratt, 
ARC 8650170.—Lorneville, NB, 04.vi.1973, coll. D.J. Scarratt, ARC 8650166.—Lorneville, NB, --.vi.1973, coll. D.J. 
Scarratt, ARC 8650173.—Letang Estuary, NB, 20.viii.1975, coll. D. Wildish, ARC 8650177.—St. Andrews, NB, off Joe’s 
Point, 16 m, scallop dredge, 06.ix.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B2082, ROMIZ B2083, ROMIZB2085.—Deer Island, NB, 
Deer Island Point, on unattached Mytilus edulis near low tide, 19.xii.1988, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B1019.—St. Andrews, NB, 
St. Croix River off Brandy Cove, 12 m, 19.viii.1989, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B2824.—Passamaquoddy Bay, off Frost Cove 
near Perry, ME, 58 m, 27.viii.1988, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B4133.—St. Andrews, NB, off Joe’s Point, 45°05’N, 67°05’W, on 
rocks, 8 m, 28.v.1999, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B3099. Note: Sertularia latiuscula, with long, unbranched or little branched 
hydrocladia, sometimes approaches S. cupressina in morphology. The relationship between the two needs to be assessed.

Sertularia plumulifera (Allman, 1877).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8, as Thuiaria plumulifera). Note: this record 
was based on a colony of Sertularia latiuscula, now in collections at ARC (ARC 8650164). There were no location data with 
the sample. Sertularia plumulifera has not otherwise been reported north of Cape Cod and is unlikely to occur in the Bay of 
Fundy.

Sertularia robusta (S.F. Clark, 1877).—Bay of Fundy, off Digby Gut, NS, 40–45 fm (73–82 m) (Fraser 1944: 307, as Thuiaria 
robusta).

Sertularia similis S.F. Clark, 1877.—St. Croix River; Quoddy River; West Quoddy Head, ME; Head Harbour Island, off 
Campobello Island, NB, 25 fm (46 m); Whale Cove, Grand Manan, NB; Brier Island, NS, 22 fm (40 m) (Fraser 1918: 360, as 
Thuiaria similis).—Minas Basin, NS (Fraser 1944: 307; Bousfield & Leim 1960: 14; Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 
1985: 30; all as T. similis).—Bay of Fundy (Fraser 1944: 307, as T. similis; Linkletter et al. 1977: 8, as T. similis; Henry 2003: 
129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 273).

Sertularia tenera G.O. Sars, 1874.—St. Andrews, NB; Brier Island, NS (Fraser 1918: 360, as Thuiaria tenera).—Bay of Fundy 
(Linkletter et al. 1977: 8, as T. tenera; Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127). At least some records of this 
species in the western North Atlantic are erroneous (Calder 2012). Those reported from Ungava Bay and Northern Foxe Basin 
by Calder (1970), and those illustrated in Fraser (1921: 176, fig. 100; 1944: 308, pl. 65, fig. 295; both as Thuiaria tenera), are 
referable instead to Sertularia spitzbergensis (Jäderholm, 1909).

Tamarisca tamarisca (Linnaeus, 1758).—Grand Manan, NB (Stimpson 1853: 8, as Sertularia producta).—Eastport, ME 
(Fraser 1944: 348, as Diphasia tamarisca).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8, as Diphasia tamarisca).—Cobscook Bay, 
ME (Trott 2004a: 273).
Thuiaria articulata (Pallas, 1766).—St. Andrews, NB (Fraser 1918: 360, as T. lonchitis).—Eastport, ME (Fraser 1944: 304, as 
T. lonchitis).—Bay of Fundy, off Digby Gut, NS (Caddy 1970: 12, as T. lonchitis).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8, as 
T. lonchitis; Henry 2003: 130; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 273).
 
Thuiaria laxa Allman, 1874.—St. Croix River; between Green and Three islands, off Grand Manan, NB; between Mohawk and 
Adam islands, off Deer Island, NB, 35 fm (64 m); off Deer Island, NB; McMaster Island, NB; off Brier Island, NS, 22 fathoms 
(40 m) (Fraser 1918: 360, as Thuiria immersa).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8, as Thuiaria immersa).
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Thuiaria thuja (Linnaeus, 1758).—McMaster Island, NB, 30 fm (55 m) (Fraser 1918: 361).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 
1977: 8).

Family Symplectoscyphidae Maronna et al., 2016

Symplectoscyphus tricuspidatus (Alder, 1856a).—Eastport, ME (A. Agassiz 1865: 146, as Cotulina tricuspidata).—Bay of 
Fundy, 50–55 fm (91–101 m) (Verrill & Rathbun 1880: 230, as Sertularella tricuspidata).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 
73, as Sertularella tricuspidata).—Passamaquoddy Bay, common everywhere; Brier Island, NS, 33–39 fm (60–71 m) (Fraser 
1918: 358, as Sertularella tricuspidata).—Grand Manan, NB, 40–50 fm (73–91 m) and 97–110 fm (177–201 m); Eastport, ME, 
18 fm (33 m) (Fraser 1944: 274, as Sertularella tricuspidata).—Scots Bay, NS; Minas Basin, NS; Bass River, NS, intertidal 
(Fraser 1944: 274; Bousfield & Leim 1960: 14; Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 31; all as Sertularella 
tricuspidata).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8, as Sertularella tricuspidata; Henry 2003: 129; Henry & Kenchington 
2004a: 127).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 273).—Off Digby, NS, 119–123 m, scallop dredge, May 1966, coll. J.F. 
Caddy, ARC 8650125.—Off Digby, NS, 90–95 m, scallop dredge, May 1966, coll. J.F. Caddy, ROMIZ B645, ARC 
8650127.—Off Digby, NS, 73–84 m, scallop dredge, May 1966, coll. J.F. Caddy, ARC 8650124.—Sandy Cove, Digby Neck, 
NS, 22.vii.1970, intertidal, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-001058.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, Laminaria zone, 
14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000455.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, extreme low tide, 14.x.1970, coll. 
K.W. Petersen, SNM HYD-000459.—Petit Passage, NS, south of East Ferry, low water, 14.x.1970, coll. K.W. Petersen, SNM 
HYD-001050, SNM HYD-001052.—Lorneville, NB, 31.v.1973, coll. D.J. Scarratt, ARC 8650128.—Lorneville, NB, 
01.vi.1973, coll. D.J. Scarratt, ARC 8650175.—Western Passage off Fairhaven, Deer Island, NB, 24.viii.1984, coll. D. Calder, 
ROMIZ B657.—St. Andrews, NB, off Joe’s Point, 16 m, scallop dredge, 06.ix.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B1997, ROMIZ 
B1998, ROMIZ B1999, ROMIZ B2000, ROMIZ B2030, ROMIZ B2031.

Family Plumulariidae McCrady, 1859

Nemertesia americana (Nutting, 1900).—St. Andrews, NB (Fraser 1918: 361, as Antennularia americana).—Scots Bay, NS 
(Fraser, 1944: 322; Bousfield & Leim 1960: 14; Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 1985: 26; all as A. americana).—
Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8, as Antennularia americana; Henry 2003: 130; Henry & Kenchington 2004a: 127).—
Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 272).—Digby scallop bed, off Digby, NS, 1952, coll. J.C. Medcof & J.A. Rommel, ARC 
8650105.—Western Passage off Fairhaven, Deer Island, NB, 24.viii.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B601.—St. Croix River, 
NB, at entrance to Oak Bay, 23.viii.1984, coll. D. Calder, ROMIZ B607.

Nemertesia antennina (Linnaeus, 1758).—Bay of Fundy, 10–60 fm (18–110 m) (Verrill 1874: 730, as Antennularia 
antennina).—St. Andrews, NB (Stafford 1912: 74, as A. antennina).—Off White Horse Island, NB (Fraser 1918: 361, as A. 
antennina).—Minas Basin, NS (Fraser 1944: 323; Bousfield & Leim 1960: 14; Bromley 1979: 520; Bromley & Bleakney 
1985: 27; all as A. antennina).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8, as Antennularia antennina).—Passamaquoddy Bay, 
NB, 05.vii.1972, ARC 8650106.

Family Halopterididae Millard, 1962

Polyplumaria gracillima (G.O. Sars, 1973).—Eastport, ME, 10–20 fm (18–37 m) (S.F. Clark 1875: 64, as Plumularia 
verrillii).—Grand Manan, NB (Stafford 1912: 74, as Schizotricha gracillina).—Bay of Fundy (Linkletter et al. 1977: 8, as 
Schizotricha gracillima).—Cobscook Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 272, as Plumularia gracillima).

Family Aglaopheniidae Marktanner-Turneretscher, 1890

Lytocarpia myriophyllum (Linnaeus, 1758).—Eastport, ME (A. Agassiz 1865: 145, as Sertularia myriophyllum).—Cobscook 
Bay, ME (Trott 2004a: 272).
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