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In Memoriam

Tamara L. Poddubnaya (1930–2011)—Oligochaetologist

Tamara Poddubnaya (right) with Tarmo Timm during a visit to the Võrtsjärv Limnological Station in Rannu, Tartumaa, Estonia 

in 1974.

Dr. Tamara Leont'evna Poddubnaya (nee Protopopova) was born 18 February 1930 in Rostov-na-Donu, a 

large city on the Don River in Southern Russia. After graduating the Rostov University in 1953 she joined the 

Biological Station in Borok, which later became the Institute for Biology of Inland Waters at Rybinsk 

Reservoir, located on the Upper Volga River in Northern Russia. Here she spent the remaining 57 years of her 

lifetime, working in the same research institute. In 1962, she received her Cand. Biol. Sci. (= Ph.D.) degree in 

Moscow; her thesis (in Russian) was entitled, "Studies on the biology of mass species of tubificids 

(Limnodrilus newaensis Mich. and Limnodrilus hoffmeisteri Clap.) of the Rybinsk Reservoir”. 

In 1955 she married Artur G. Poddubnyj, a famous ichthyologist in the same institute. They had a son, 

Sergej (1956) and a daughter, Elena (1962). Their son, Sergej A. Poddubnyj is working as geographer in 

Borok while the daughter-in-law Larisa G. Poddubnaya is studying fish parasites.
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Throughout her career, most of Dr. Poddubnaya's research involved zoobenthic communties in the Volga 

reservoirs, especially the aquatic oligochaetes.  She published more than 40 papers between 1958 and 1990, 

mostly in her native Russian language. Although most of her publications focused on the ecology and 

reproductive biology of Tubificidae and Naididae, several addressed issues in oligochaete taxonomy.  Of 

particular interest were her studies highlighting the taxonomic value of the notch usually observed in the 

prostomium of Chaetogaster diaphanus—correcting misinformation presented by Christina Sperber (1948) 

who had attributed this character to C. cristallinus.

She participated in the first and second International Symposia on Aquatic Oligochaete Biology (ISAOB) 

convened (respectively) in Sidney, British Columbia, Canada (in 1979, hosted by Ralph O. Brinkhurst at the 

Institute of Ocean Sciences), and Pallanza, Italy (in 1982, hosted by Giuliano Bonomi at CNR–Istituto 

Italiano di Idrobiologia).  When flying to the first ISAOB in 1979, Dr. Poddubnaya, together with Drs. 

Antanas Grigelis and Tarmo Timm, inadvertently purchased air tickets between Moscow and Sydney, Nova 

Scotia (on the east coast of Canada) instead of Sidney, British Columbia (on the west coast), where this first 

international symposium was to convene.  After spending a night in the Soviet general consulate in Montréal, 

and with the extraordinary, long-distance assistance from Ralph Brinkhurst, they reached the correct venue for 

this important first ISAOB symposium, one day later.  When in Pallanza for the second ISAOB, Dr. 

Poddubnaya and Nonna P. Finogenova (another oligochaetologist from Russia) were hosted for several days 

by Dr. Bonomi, engaging in collaborative discussions on the life cycles of tubificids.

After retiring from science, Dr. Poddubnaya spent her last years in Borok. She passed away on 30 January 

2011 at the age of 80.  
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