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Abstract

More than one hundred species of Eriophyoidea have been recorded hitherto from Turkey. Within the last decade, a large
plant survey was carried out in order to investigate the eriophyoid fauna present in Turkey, with particular emphasis on
species affecting weeds and ornamental plants. In addition, the Turkish literature has been examined for previous records
of eriophyoid mites. New species, Paraphytoptus intybi n. sp. on common cichory, Cichorium intybus (Compositae) and
Phytoptus albae n. sp. on white poplar, Populus alba (Salicaceae), are described and illustrated herein. In addition, a fur-
ther 31 species were found to be new records for the eriophyoid fauna of Turkey with Aceria calaceris, Phyllocoptes di-
delphis and Vasates immigrans being new reports for the Palaearctic region. All known eriophyoid species records from
Turkey appearing in papers published up until March 2013 are listed in this catalogue along with remarks and information
on their current distribution in Turkey and taxonomic status.

Key words: faunistic survey, biodiversity, checklist, new records, taxonomy, weeds, ornamental plants

Introduction

The transcontinental territory of Turkey is variable in climate, topography, geology and geomorphology. It also has
a range of altitudes and water bodies. In addition, the Near Eastern and Mediterranean areas overlap in Turkey
where the Euro-Siberian, Mediterranean and Irano-Turanian phytogeographical subregions of the Palaearctic
region meet together. This territory has been largely recognised as having significant biodiversity (Sekercioglu et
al. 2011) and its plant resources are characterised by a floristical richness composed of more than 14,000 vascular
plant species of which one third are native (Ekim 1993; Karagdz 2003; http://data.gbif.org/welcome.htm). Hence,
this huge biodiversity has favoured surveys for natural enemies affecting weeds of Euro-Asiatic origin (de Lillo &
Sobhian 1994; Sobhian et al. 1999; de Lillo er al. 2003; Uygur 2004; Smith et al. 2006; Lecce et al. 2008;
Volkovitsh et al. 2008).
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