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Abstract

The six species of the soft-bodied elaterid genus Selasia Laporte (Agrypninae: Drilini) from the Palaearctic Region are 

reviewed: S. arabica Geisthardt, 2003 (Yemen, Oman, The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia), S. atriventris Pic, 1914 (India, Ne-

pal), S. boruckae Kundrata, 2012 (Nepal), S. homhilia Geisthardt, 2003 (Yemen: Socotra), S. merkli Kundrata, 2012 (Pak-

istan), and S. socotrana Kundrata, 2012 (Yemen: Socotra). Selasia arabica and S. atriventris are recorded for the first time 

from Oman and Nepal, respectively. The variability in coloration of S. arabica is discussed. Selasia bleusei Olivier, 1913 

from Rhodes is redescribed and transferred to Drilus Olivier, 1790 as D. bleusei (Olivier, 1913), comb. nov. A differential 

diagnosis is given and taxonomically important characters are figured. An identification key as well as data on the distri-

butions, type depositories and bibliographic references of each Palaearctic Selasia species are provided.

Key words: Elateroidea, Drilus, Arabian Peninsula, Rhodes, Himalaya, variability, taxonomy, distribution, new combi-

nation

Introduction

The genus Selasia was originally described by Laporte (1836) from western Africa. Along with Drilus Olivier, 

1790 and Malacogaster Bassi, 1834, Selasia has always been a taxonomically stable member of Drilini (formerly 

the family Drilidae; Olivier 1910, Wittmer 1944, Crowson 1972, Kundrata & Bocak 2011). The males are capable 

of flight, but the considerably larger females are wingless and larviform (Barker 1969, Bocak et al. 2010). Selasia

larvae are important predators of the land snails (Williams 1951, Barker 1969), but there is no information on the 

biology and ecology for the majority of species. The species level classification of this group is chaotic and many 

species are known only from brief original descriptions without information on intra- and interspecific variability. 

Several species originally described in Selasia were recently transferred to other lineages (e.g., Wittmer 1979, Ivie 

& Barclay 2011, Kundrata 2012a). Most Selasia species are known from the Afrotropical Region (~50 spp.) and 

only five and seven species occur in the Oriental and Palaearctic Regions, respectively (Wittmer 1944, 1989; 

Geisthardt 2003, 2007a, b; Kundrata 2012a, b).

The first Selasia species described from the Palaearctic Region were Selasia bleusei Olivier, 1913 from 

Rhodes island (Greece) and S. atriventris Pic, 1914a from northern India (Wittmer 1944). Since then, no further 

reports of Palaearctic Selasia were made for 90 years until Geisthardt (2003) described two species from the 

Arabian Peninsula and Socotra. Kundrata (2012a, b) added two new species from the Himalaya and one from 

Socotra.

Herein, we summarize available information on the Palaearctic Selasia species including the type depositories, 

literature and distribution, point out the intraspecific variability within S. arabica from the Arabian Peninsula, and 

redescribe S. bleusei from Rhodes and discuss its taxonomic position.
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margin with conspicuous tooth in middle part (Fig. 16). Maxillary palpi slender, apical palpomeres obliquely cut; 

labial palpi tiny, apical palpomeres of the same shape as maxillary ones. Antennae 11-segmented, reaching one 

third of elytral length, scapus robust, pedicel short, small, antennomere 3 rectangular, about 2 times longer than 

pedicel, antennomeres 4–10 pectinate, subequal in length, lamellae flattened, apical antennomere simple, longest, 

about 2 times longer than stem of penultimate antennomere (Fig. 18).

Pronotum transverse, widest at 1/3, at hind angles 1.2 times wider than anteriorly, and 1.6 times wider 

posteriorly than length at midline. Anterior margin bisinuate, lateral margins constricted in anterior part, convex, 

posterior margin slightly convex, posterior angles almost rectangular (Fig. 17); surface of disc sparsely covered 

with shallow punctures, with sparse semierect setae, pubescence denser at margins. Scutellum flat, triangle-shaped. 

Prosternum transverse, with frontal margin slightly convex, prosternal process short, wide, slightly elevated in 

middle part. Mesoventrite v-shaped, with frontal margin widely emarginate. Metaventrite large, trapezoidal, 

shallowly punctured. Elytra subparallel-sided, 1.8 times longer than width at humeri, tapered apically, with 

longitudinal keels running from humeri towards apex (Fig. 15). Each elytron covered with semierect pubescence, 

sparse basally and dense at lateral and posterior margins. Abdomen slender, ventrites with shallow punctures, with 

sparse, long hairs, denser at margins; penultimate ventrite slightly concave apically. Legs slender, slightly 

compressed, with sparse, long, semierect setae, coxae long, robust, trochanters slender, obliquely attached to 

femora, five tarsomeres, tarsomere 4 shortest, apical tarsomere long, claws simple, slender, slightly curved.

Male genitalia stout, with phallus strong, considerably curved, with hook subapically on dorsal side, parameres 

with inner apical parts membranous; phallobase robust, widely U-shaped (Fig. 21).

Measurements. BL 8.6 mm, EL 6.0 mm, WHe 2.1 mm, WHum 3.4 mm, PL 1.6 mm, PWA 2.2 mm, PWP 2.6 

mm, Edist 1.4 mm, Ediam 0.6 mm.

Distribution. Greece: Rhodes. Only the type specimen is known to authors, but Wittmer (1935) mentioned 

additional single specimen from Rhodes, Neocoria.

Remarks. Selasia bleusei is transferred to Drilus based on the presence of the V-shaped mesoventrite and the 

shape of lateral pronotal margins (Figs 17, 19). This species has pectinate antennae (Fig. 18). Although the 

pectinate antennae can be found in several Selasia species in Africa (e.g., Wittmer 1989), they are more typical for 

the Mediterranean Drilus species (Kundrata et al. 2014), whilst the vast majority of Selasia spp. have flabellate 

antennae with long lamellae (Figs 1–14).

Paulusiella sweihana (Geisthardt, 2009)

Selasia sweihana Geisthardt, 2009: 159.

Remarks. Geisthardt (2009) described S. sweihana from the United Arab Emirates. Ivie & Barclay (2011) 

transferred this species to Paulusiella Löbl, 2007 (Elateridae incertae sedis).

In the original description of S. sweihana, on page 162 Geisthardt (2009) used the name S. emerita instead of S. 

sweihana. This name was probably used for this species in earlier versions of manuscript and therefore, it is a 

nomen nudum according to the Code (ICZN 1999).
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