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Abstract

Presently, only 2 species of dactylogyrid monogeneans have been reported Characidae inhabiting lakes and streams from
the Pampasic region (central Argentina). During a parasitological survey on the characid Oligosarcus jenynsii, from Na-
huel Rucé Lake (Buenos Aires province, Argentina), dactylogyrids were found on the gills. Specimens were identified as
members of Characithecium: C. chascomusensis n. comb, C. longianchoratum n. sp., C. robustum n. sp., C. quadratum
n. sp. and C. chelatum n. sp. These species can be distinguished from each other mainly by differences in the shape of the
accessory piece of the male copulatory organ, morphology of anchors and ventral bars as well as position of vaginal ap-
erture. The observation of some additional features present in all species studied, such as the vaginal aperture position (as
midventral, lateroventral or lateromarginal) and the variability in the morphology of ventral bar (posteromedial projection
present or absent) justified an emended diagnosis of Characithecium.

Key words: South America parasites, Neotropical monogenean, dactilogyrids, Characithecium chascomusensis n. comb,
Characithecium longianchoratum n. sp., Characithecium robustum n. sp., Characithecium quadratum n. sp., Characith-
ecium chelatum n. sp., characid fish, Oligosarcus jenynsii

Introduction

Characidae is the fourth most diverse family of fishes and the most diverse among Neotropical fishes, with more
than 1,000 species distributed from the southern USA to northern Patagonia (Argentina) in South America
(Ornelas-Garcia et al. 2008; Mirande 2010). The dactylogyrid fauna of characids has been extensively studied in
northern South America, especially in Brazil (Thatcher 2006; Cohen & Kohn 2009; Cohen et al. 2013) and, in
lesser extent, in Central America (Mendoza-Franco et al. 2009). At present, the knowledge of monogenean
parasitizing characids in the southern boundaries of the family distribution, represented by the Pampasic region in
central Argentina, is scarce and fragmentary, in comparison with their northern counterparts. This fauna comprises,
to date, the records of only 2 species of Palombitrema Price & Bussing, 1968 that have been reported from
Chascomus Lake (Buenos Aires province). These species include P. heteroancistrium (Price & Bussing, 1968)
Suriano, 1997 a parasite of Astyanax fasciatus fasciatus Cuvier, and P. chascomusense (Suriano, 1981) Suriano,
1997, a parasite of the curimatid Cyphocharax voga (Hensel) as well as of Oligosarcus jenynsii (Glinther) (Suriano
1981; 1997).

During a parasitological examination of O. jenynsii captured in Nahuel Ruc4, a shallow lake located in Buenos
Aires province, Argentina, dactylogyrid monogeneans were found in the gills. Oligosarcus jenynsii is one of the
most widely distributed and dominant species in the ecosystems at regional scale (Rosso 2006). However, little is
known about its parasite fauna. Herein, 5 species were identified as members of Characithecium Mendoza-Franco,
Reina & Torchin, 2009 a monospecific genus containing C. costaricensis (Price & Bussing, 1967) Mendoza-
Franco, Reina & Torchin, 2009, reported from 3 species of Astyanax across Central America (Mendoza-Franco et
al. 2009). Four of the species found are described for first time, whereas the fifth species was identified as P.
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