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Abstract

The family-group names of animals (superfamily, family, subfamily, supertribe, tribe and subtribe) are regulated by the
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. Family names are particularly important because they are among the most
widely used of all technical animal names. Apart from using the correct family-group name according to the Code, it is also
important to use one unique universal name (with a fixed spelling) to avoid confusion. We have compiled a list of family-
group names for Recent fishes, applied the rules of the Code and, if possible, tried to conserve the names in prevailing recent
practice. We list all of the family-group names found to date for Recent fishes (N=2625), together with their author(s) and year
of publication. This list can be used in assigning the correct family-group name to a genus or a group of genera. With this
publication we contribute to the usage of correct, universal family-group names in the classification of, and for communication
about, Recent fishes.

Key words: family names, subfamily names, tribal names, ICZN, Zoological Code, nomenclature, prevailing spelling,
prevailing recent practice

Introduction

The goal of this publication is to contribute to the use of correct family-group names in Recent fishes. Confusion
about names, inconsistent use, and incorrect spellings create problems in communication and in searches for
information.

The zoological family-group names include superfamily (suffix —oidea), family (suffix —idae), subfamily
(suffix —inae), tribe (suffix —ini), and subtribe (suffix —ina). They are regulated by the International Code of
Zoological Nomenclature (hereafter referred to as the Code) as published by the International Commission on
Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN). The 4" edition of the Code (in effect on 1 January 2000) provided a set of rules
for the naming of animals and the resolution of nomenclatural problems.

Consistency in the use of valid family-group names is very important because they are among the most widely
used of all technical names for fishes. They are used by fish systematists and frequently by scientists in related
fields of biology, by naturalists, fishermen and aquarium hobbyists (van der Laan 2014). Like every scientific
name, a family-group name serves as a tool for the storage and retrieval of information attached to the taxon.

Family-group names also are important in that they often are used to form English vernacular names (and
adjectives) as follows:

- Tribes (—ini): by changing the suffix to singular i or plural ins; for example, Characini to characin fishes

or characins

Subfamilies (—inae): by changing the suffix to singular ine or plural ines; for example, Characinae to
characine fishes or characines

Families (—idae): by changing the suffix to singular id or plural ids; for example, Characidae to characid
fishes or characids

Superfamilies (—oidea): by changing the suffix to singular ide or plural ides; for example, Characoidea to
characide fishes or characides.

As a result, an error in spelling of a family-group name extends to errors in vernacular names. Furthermore, if
the names of higher-ranked taxa, specifically ordinal names (superorders, orders or suborders), are based on a
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Amphibichthyidae Hogg 1841:362 [ref. 2183] (family) Amphibichthys [senior objective synonym of
Lepidosirenidi Bonaparte 1841, but not used as valid after 1899]

Lepidosirenidi Bonaparte 184 1:introduzione [10] [ref. 515] (family) Lepidosiren [junior objective synonym
of Amphibichthyidae Hogg 1841, but Lepidosirenidae in prevailing recent practice; Lepidosirenidae
used as valid by: Jordan 1923 [ref. 2421], Schultz with Stern 1948 [ref. 31938], Bertin & Arambourg
1958, Lagler, Bardach & Miller 1962, McAllister 1968 [ref. 26854], Lindberg 1971 [ref. 27211], Nelson
1976 [ref. 32838], Shiino 1976, Lagler, Bardach, Miller & May Passino 1977, Nelson 1984 [ref. 13596],
Sterba 1990, Robins et al. 1991b [ref. 14238], Nelson 1994 [ref. 26204], Springer & Raasch 1995:104
[ref. 25656], Eschmeyer 1998 [ref. 23416], Reis et al. 2003 [ref. 27061], Nelson 2006 [ref. 32486],
Buckup, Menezes & Ghazzi 2007]

? Pneumoichthyi van der Hoeven 1855:417 [ref. 2182] (family) ? Lepidosiren [no stem of the type genus,
not available, Article 11.7.1.1]

Family Protopteridae Peters 1855

Sirenoidei Miiller 1846:201 [ref. 13283] (family) ? Protopterus [no stem of the type genus, not available,
Article 11.7.1.1]

Protopteri Peters 1855:234 [ref. 13448] (family) Protopterus
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Géry, J. (1977) Characoids of the world. T. F. H. Publications, Neptune City, New Jersey, 672 pp. [possibly published in 1978]
[ref. 1597]
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Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, 13, 168—170. [22 October, ref. 1776]
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Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, 14, 13—14. [before 25 April, ref. 1654]
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Gill, T.N. (1862h) On the West African genus Hemichromis and descriptions of new species in the museums of the Academy
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Gill, T.N. (1863¢e) Notes on the labroids of the western coast of North America. Proceedings of the Academy of Natural
Sciences of Philadelphia, 15,221-224. [before 28 November, ref. 1685]

Gill, T.N. (1863f) Synopsis of the family of lepturoids, and description of a remarkable new generic type. Proceedings of the
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, 15,224-229. [before 28 November, ref. 1686]
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Gill, T.N. (1863h) Descriptions of the genera of gadoid and brotuloid fishes of western North America. Proceedings of the
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Gill, T.N. (1863j) Descriptions of the gobioid genera of the western coast of temperate North America. Proceedings of the
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Gill, T.N. (1864c) Synopsis of the cyclopteroids of eastern North America. Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of
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Gill, T.N. (1864e) Note on the family of stichaeoids. Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, 16 (4),
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Gill, T.N. (1877a) Tetrodontidae. /n: Barnard, F.A.P. & Guyet, A. (Editors), Johnson's New Universal Cyclopaedia: scientific
and popular treasury of useful knowledge, Volume 4, S-Appendix. Alvin J. Johnson and Son, New York, p. 792. [ref.
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Gill, T.N. (1877b) Trygonidae. /n: Barnard, F.A.P. & Guyet, A. (Editors), Johnson's New Universal Cyclopaedia: scientific and
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United States National Museum, 1 (30), 215-221. [18 December, ref. 5604]
http://dx.doi.org/10.5479/51.00963801.1-30.215

Gill, T.N. (1878b) Note on the Ceratiidae. Proceedings of the United States National Museum, 1 (33), 227-231. [23 December,
ref. 1718]
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Gill, T.N. (1880) On the identity of the genus Leurynnis, Lockington, with Lycodopsis, Collett. Proceedings of the United
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Gill, T.N. (1882) On the family and subfamilies of Carangidae. Proceedings of the United States National Museum, 5 (304),
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[April, ref. 33084]
http://dx.doi.org/10.5479/5i.00963801.5-318.557

Gill, T.N. (1884a) Three new families of fishes added to the deep-sea fauna in a year. American Naturalist, 18 (4), 433. [April,
ref. 1728]

Gill, T.N. (1884b) The ichthyological peculiarities of the Bassalian fauna. Science, 3 (68), 620—622. [23 May, ref. 33060]
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Gill, T.N. (1884c) On the mutual relations of the hemibranchiate fishes. Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of
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Gill, T.N. (1884d) On the anacanthine fishes. Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, 36, 167—183.
[12-19 August, ref. 1725]

Gill, T.N. (1884¢e) Note on the Sternoptychidae. Proceedings of the United States National Museum, 7 (23), 349-351. [17
September, ref. 32840]
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[9-18 October, ref. 1727]
http://dx.doi.org/10.5479/5i.00963801.7-448.411

Gill, T.N. (1885a) Sub-class II. Teleostei. /n: J. S. Kingsley (Editor), The Standard Natural History, Volume III Lower
vertebrates. Cassino and Company, Boston, pp. 98-298. [published again in 1888 as The Riverside Natural History] [ref.
1653]

Gill, T.N. (1885b) Zoology. Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, [17] (for 1883), 699-752.
[Fish-like vertebrates on 721-728] [ref. 32601]

Gill, T.N. (1885¢c) Zoology. Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, [18] (for 1884), 583-676.
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Gill, T.N. (1888) The primary groups of mail-cheeked fishes. American Naturalist, 22 (256), 356—358. (April, ref. 26431]

Gill, T.N. (1889a) On the classification of the mail-cheeked fishes. 3. Proceedings of the United States National Museum, 11
(756), 567-592. [namers of families on pp. 591-592] [25 September, ref. 1729]

Gill, T.N. (1889b) Articles. /n: The Century Dictionary. An Encyclopedic Lexicon of the English Language. The Century Co.,
New York, 1, pp. v—xviii + 1-1200. [ref. 32842]

Gill, T.N. (1889c) Articles. In: The Century Dictionary. An Encyclopedic Lexicon of the English Language. The Century Co.,
New York. 2, pp. 1201-2422. [ref. 32847]

Gill, T.N. (1889d) Hexagrammus. In: The Century Dictionary. An Encyclopedic Lexicon of the English Language. The
Century Co., New York, 3, p. 2819. [ref. 26214]

Gill, T.N. (1889¢) Articles. In: The Century Dictionary. An Encyclopedic Lexicon of the English Language. The Century Co.,
New York, 3, pp. 2423-3556. [ref. 32834]

Gill, T.N. (1890a) Articles. /n: The Century Dictionary. An Encyclopedic Lexicon of the English Language. The Century Co.,
New York, 4, pp. 3577-4880. [ref. 32974]

Gill, T.N. (1890b) Articles. /n: The Century Dictionary. An Encyclopedic Lexicon of the English Language. The Century Co.,
New York, 5, pp. 4881-6000. [ref. 32975]

Gill, T.N. (1890c) The osteological characteristics of the family Murenide. Proceedings of the United States National
Museum, 13 (805), 165-170. [ref. 31879]
http://dx.doi.org/10.5479/5i.00963801.13-805.165

Gill, T.N. (1891) On the relations of Cyclopteroidea. Proceedings of the United States National Museum, 13 (834), 361-376,
Pls. 28-30. [ref. 26641]
http://dx.doi.org/10.5479/51.00963801.13-834.361

Gill, T.N. (1892a) On the genus Grathanacanthus of Bleeker. Proceedings of the United States National Museum, 14 (885),
701-704. [ref. 32257]
http://dx.doi.org/10.5479/si.00963801.14-885.701

Gill, T.N. (1892b) Notes on the Tetraodontoidea. Proceedings of the United States National Museum, 14 (885), 705-720, Pl.
34. [ref. 32516]
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Gill, T.N. (1894a) An Australasian sub-family of fresh-water atherinoid fishes. American Naturalist, 28 (332), 708—709.
[August, ref. 1738]

Gill, T.N. (1894b) The nomenclature of the Myliobatidae, or A&tobatide. Proceedings of the United States National Museum,
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Museum, 17 (992), 117-122. [ref. 31887]
http://dx.doi.org/10.5479/si.00963801.17-992.117

Gill, T.N. (1896a) Notes on Orectolobus or Crossorhinus, a genus of sharks. Proceedings of the United States National
Museum, 18 (1057), 211-212. [16 April, ref. 12504]
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