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Abstract

The family-group names of animals (superfamily, family, subfamily, supertribe, tribe and subtribe) are regulated by the 
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. Family names are particularly important because they are among the most 
widely used of all technical animal names. Apart from using the correct family-group name according to the Code, it is also 
important to use one unique universal name (with a fixed spelling) to avoid confusion. We have compiled a list of family-
group names for Recent fishes, applied the rules of the Code and, if possible, tried to conserve the names in prevailing recent 
practice. We list all of the family-group names found to date for Recent fishes (N=2625), together with their author(s) and year 
of publication. This list can be used in assigning the correct family-group name to a genus or a group of genera. With this 
publication we contribute to the usage of correct, universal family-group names in the classification of, and for communication 
about, Recent fishes.

Key words: family names, subfamily names, tribal names, ICZN, Zoological Code, nomenclature, prevailing spelling, 
prevailing recent practice

Introduction

The goal of this publication is to contribute to the use of correct family-group names in Recent fishes. Confusion 
about names, inconsistent use, and incorrect spellings create problems in communication and in searches for 
information.

The zoological family-group names include superfamily (suffix –oidea), family (suffix –idae), subfamily 
(suffix –inae), tribe (suffix –ini), and subtribe (suffix –ina). They are regulated by the International Code of 
Zoological Nomenclature (hereafter referred to as the Code) as published by the International Commission on 

Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN). The 4th edition of the Code (in effect on 1 January 2000) provided a set of rules 
for the naming of animals and the resolution of nomenclatural problems.

Consistency in the use of valid family-group names is very important because they are among the most widely 
used of all technical names for fishes. They are used by fish systematists and frequently by scientists in related 
fields of biology, by naturalists, fishermen and aquarium hobbyists (van der Laan 2014). Like every scientific 
name, a family-group name serves as a tool for the storage and retrieval of information attached to the taxon.

Family-group names also are important in that they often are used to form English vernacular names (and 
adjectives) as follows:

· Tribes (–ini): by changing the suffix to singular in or plural ins; for example, Characini to characin fishes 
or characins

· Subfamilies (–inae): by changing the suffix to singular ine or plural ines; for example, Characinae to 
characine fishes or characines

· Families (–idae): by changing the suffix to singular id or plural ids; for example, Characidae to characid 
fishes or characids

· Superfamilies (–oidea): by changing the suffix to singular ide or plural ides; for example, Characoidea to 
characide fishes or characides.

As a result, an error in spelling of a family-group name extends to errors in vernacular names. Furthermore, if 
the names of higher-ranked taxa, specifically ordinal names (superorders, orders or suborders), are based on a 
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Amphibichthyidae Hogg 1841:362 [ref. 2183] (family) Amphibichthys [senior objective synonym of 
Lepidosirenidi Bonaparte 1841, but not used as valid after 1899]

Lepidosirenidi Bonaparte 1841:introduzione [10] [ref. 515] (family) Lepidosiren [junior objective synonym
of Amphibichthyidae Hogg 1841, but Lepidosirenidae in prevailing recent practice; Lepidosirenidae 
used as valid by: Jordan 1923 [ref. 2421], Schultz with Stern 1948 [ref. 31938], Bertin & Arambourg 
1958, Lagler, Bardach & Miller 1962, McAllister 1968 [ref. 26854], Lindberg 1971 [ref. 27211], Nelson 
1976 [ref. 32838], Shiino 1976, Lagler, Bardach, Miller & May Passino 1977, Nelson 1984 [ref. 13596], 
Sterba 1990, Robins et al. 1991b [ref. 14238], Nelson 1994 [ref. 26204], Springer & Raasch 1995:104 
[ref. 25656], Eschmeyer 1998 [ref. 23416], Reis et al. 2003 [ref. 27061], Nelson 2006 [ref. 32486], 
Buckup, Menezes & Ghazzi 2007]

? Pneumoïchthyi van der Hoeven 1855:417 [ref. 2182] (family) ? Lepidosiren [no stem of the type genus, 
not available, Article 11.7.1.1]

 Family Protopteridae Peters 1855
Sirenoidei Müller 1846:201 [ref. 13283] (family) ? Protopterus [no stem of the type genus, not available, 

Article 11.7.1.1]
Protopteri Peters 1855:234 [ref. 13448] (family) Protopterus
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