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Abstract

A new species, Somatochlora shennong sp. nov. (holotype ♂, Dajiuhu National Wetland Park in Shennongjia National 
Nature Reserve, Hubei Province, China, 9 August 2012) is described, illustrated, and compared with the related species
S. dido Needham and S. taiwana Inoue & Yokota.
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Introduction

Nine species of the genus Somatochlora have previously been known from mainland China and Taiwan (Table 1). 

They are widely distributed in China from the north to the south. In northern China, species including S. alpestris 

(Selys), S. arctica (Zetterstedt,), S. graeseri Selys, S. exuberata Bartenev, and S. metallica (Vander Linden) inhabit 

marshes, ponds and slow-flowing streams in the lowlands. They are dominant species and rather common. 

However, in southern China, Somatochlora become very rare dragonflies and only appear in high mountains.

In our ongoing surveys in Hubei province, central China, two Somatochlora species were simultaneously 

found in the Dajiuhu wetlands in Shennongjia National Nature Reserve. One species is the little-known species S. 

shanxiensis, and the other seems unique in the well-developed thoracic stripes as well as the structure of male cerci 

and hamules. It is described here as a new species. The females of S. dido and S. taiwana have not been described.

All types are deposited in the Collection of Aquatic Animals, Institute of Hydrobiology, Chinese Academy of 

Sciences, Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China.

TABLE 1. Records of the genus Somatochlora in mainland China and Taiwan.

Species Sources

Somatochlora alpestris Selys, 1840 North China (Asahina 1942)

Somatochlora arctica Zetterstedt, 1840 North China (Asahina 1942)

Somatochlora dido Needham, 1930 Sichuan (Needham 1930); Guangxi (Wilson 2005)

Somatochlora graeseri Selys, 1887 North China (Asahina 1942)

Somatochlora exuberata Bartenev, 1910 North China (Asahina 1942)

Somatochlora lingyinensis Zhou & Wei, 1979 Zhejiang (Zhou & Wei 1979)

Somatochlora metallica vera Bartenev, 1914 North China (Asahina 1942)

Somatochlora shanxiensis Zhu & Zhang, 1999 Shanxi (Zhu & Zhang 1999)

Somatochlora taiwana Inoue & Yokota, 2001 Taiwan (Inoue & Yokota 2001)
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FIGURES 11–16. Somatochlora dido holotype male: (11) appendages in lateral view; (12) anal appendages in ventro-lateral 

view; (13) anal appendages in dorsal view; (14) anal appendages in ventral view; (15) hamule and genital lobe in lateral view; 

(16) genital ligula.
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