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Abstract

A new species Phanerotoma andamanensis Gupta & van Achterberg sp. nov. is described from the Andaman Islands, In-

dia. Differences of the new species from the other Oriental species are discussed. Phanerotoma agarwali Varshney & 

Shujauddin, 1999, is a junior synonym of P. syleptae Zettel, 1990, syn. nov. 
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Introduction

The cosmopolitan genus Phanerotoma Wesmael (1838) was named with Chelonus dentatus Panzer as the type 

species. From India nine species are documented (Shenefelt 1973, Zettel 1990, Varshney and Shujauddin 1999, 

Ahmad and Shujauddin 2004, and Sheeba and Narendran 2008). From India and Malaysia the biology of some 

species is known, viz., Phanerotoma divergens van Achterberg is reared from a host in Dipterocarpaceae seeds (van 

Achterberg et al. 2009), P. syleptae Zettel, 1990 from Diaphania indica (Saunders), Haritalodes derogata

(Fabricius), Hendecasis duplifascialis (Hampson) and Palpita machaeralis (Walker), its synonym P. agarwali

Varshney & Shujauddin, 1999 from Haritalodes derogata (Fabricius), P. buchneri Fahringer, 1932 from 

Pseudohypatopa pulverea (Meyrick), P. noyesi Zettel, 1990 from Glyphodes pulverulentalis Hampson and P. 

hendecasisella Cameron, 1905 has been reared from 21 hosts (Yu et al. 2013). In this paper we describe a new 

species of Phanerotoma from the Andaman Islands, India associated with Cassia sp. (Fabaceae); it is the first 

species of Phanerotoma reported from the Andaman Islands. The terminology used follows van Achterberg (1993).

Material and methods 

The wasps were aspirated manually while hovering over the inflorescence of Cassia sp. at Jirkatong, South 

Andaman in the early morning hours. LEICA M 205A stereozoom microscope with LEICA DC 420 inbuilt camera 

using automontage software (version 3.8) was used for imaging. The holotype and two paratypes are deposited in 

the National Bureau of Agriculturally Important Insects (NBAII), Bangalore. Two paratypes are deposited in 

Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Leiden, Netherlands.

Species description

Phanerotoma andamanensis Gupta & van Achterberg sp. nov. 

(Figs A–N)
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