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Abstract

The Pardosa nebulosa-group consists of at least 66 species, including 14 species recorded from the South China. In this 

paper, we describe two new species of this group, P. tuberosa sp. nov. and P. parathompsoni sp. nov. from Yunnan Prov-

ince of China. Also, P. shuangjiangensis Yin et al., 1997 is newly synonymised with P. pusiola (Thorell, 1891), based on 

the examination of specimens mainly from Yunnan. Detailed figures and photos of genitalia, photos of habitus of these 

three species and SEM photos of male bulb of P. pusiola are given.
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Introduction

The wolf spider genus Pardosa C.L. Koch, 1848 is the largest group within Lycosidae and includes 557 species 

(Platnick 2014). However, it is a polyphyletic genus and many unrelated species are included in the genus (e.g. 

Kronestedt 2010; Marusik & Ballarin 2011; Nadolny & Kovlyuk 2012). The division of Pardosa into species-

groups was first done by Zyuzin (1979), who proposed 22 species-groups on the basis of more than 100 Palearctic 

Pardosa species. There are at least 34 species-groups (unpubl. data) and the Pardosa nebulosa-group is possibly 

the largest, in which the number of species number varies from five (Zyuzin 1979) to at least 66 (Marusik & 

Ballarin 2011) from the southern Palaearctic, southern and Southeast Asia, Africa and the Mediterranean. 

However, Marusik & Ballarin (2011) did not provide a list of all members of their Pardosa nebulosa-group. 

Zyuzin (1985) compared the eye distances and diameters and concluded that P. nebulosa was quite different 

from the Pardosa lugubris-group, which includes the type species of Pardosa, P. alacris (C.L. Koch, 1833). 

Alderweireldt & Jocqué (1992) followed Zyuzin’s (1985) opinion and summarised the characters of this group. 

Esyunin et al. (2007) included 23 species into this group and 3 possible Chinese species (P. longionycha Yin et al., 

1995, P. sangzhiensis Yin et al., 1997 and P. x-notata Schenkel, 1936). Marusik & Ballarin (2011) discussed the 

history and diagnosis of this group in detail and noted that it deserves the status of a separate genus. There are two 

possible existing generic names for this group, Acroniops Simon, 1898 with the type A. heterophthalmus Simon, 

1898 from Java and Chorilycosa Roewer, 1960 with the type Lycosa arorai Dyal, 1935 from Punjab of Pakistan, 

which were synonymised with Pardosa by Tikader & Malhotra (1980) and Barrion & Litsinger (1995), 

respectively. It is not appropriate to elevate the Pardosa nebulosa-group to the generic level until its name is 

confirmed, which would involve the checking of type specimens of these two possible generic names.

In China, there are at least 14 species belonging to this group (Yin et al. 1997b; Yang & Cai 1998; Wang & Qiu 

1991): P. baoshanensis Wang & Qiu, 1991, P. burasantiensis Tikader & Malhotra, 1976, P. chapini (Fox, 1935), P. 

dabiensis Cai & Yang, 1998, P. jambaruensis Tanaka, 1990, P. longionycha Yin et al., 1995, P. mionebulosa Yin et 

al., 1997, P. nebulosa (Thorell, 1872), P. oriens (Chamberlin, 1924), P. pusiola (Thorell, 1891), P. 

shuangjiangensis Yin et al., 1997, P. shyamae (Tikader, 1970), P. sumatrana (Thorell, 1890) and P. 

tschekiangiensis Schenkel, 1963. 
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FIGURE 10. Distribution records of three Pardosa nebulosa-group species.
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