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Abstract

A new genus and species of hisponine jumping spider from Sarawak, Jerzego corticicola Maddison sp. nov. are described, 

representing one of the few hisponine jumping spiders known from Asia, and the only whose male is known. Although 

similar to the primarily-Madagascan genus Hispo in having an elongate and flat body, sequences of 28s and 16sND1 genes 

indicate that Jerzego is most closely related to Massagris and Tomomingi, a result consistent with morphology. Females 

of Jerzego and other genera of Hisponinae were found to have an unusual double copulatory duct, which appears to be a 

synapomorphy of the subfamily. Two species are transferred from Hispo, Jerzego bipartitus (Simon) comb. nov. and Jer-

zego alboguttatus (Simon) comb. nov. Diagnostic illustrations and photographs of living spiders are provided. 
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Introduction

Hisponine jumping spiders are remarkable for a distinctive constriction behind their small eyes (Wanless 1981, 

Prószyński & Żabka 1983; Wesołowska 1993; Szűts & Scharff 2009), their phylogenetic placement as sister group 

to the Salticoida (Maddison & Needham 2006; Bodner & Maddison 2012), and for being relatively common in 

Madagascar and as fossils in Baltic amber (Prószyński & Żabka 1983; Wunderlich 2004). Recent work has begun 

to reveal the diversity in extant hisponines (Wesołowska 1993; Szűts & Scharff 2009), but many species remain to 

be discovered. Although they are known through much of Africa and nearby Indian Ocean islands, only a single 

adult specimen has been reported from Asia, a female from Sri Lanka (Wanless 1981). On a recent expedition to 

Borneo a male and female hisponine were collected in Sarawak. Here we describe this as a new genus and species, 

Jerzego corticicola Maddison. We also present a molecular phylogeny of hisponines to demonstrate the placement 

of this species.

Material and methods

Photographs of living specimens were taken with a Pentax Optio 33WR digital camera. For the macro capability, a 

small lens was glued to it. Preserved specimens were examined under both dissecting microscopes and a compound 

microscope with reflected light. Drawings were made with a drawing tube on a Nikon ME600L compound 

microscope. Photographs of cleared epigyna were taken under this same microscope with a Nikon D7000 camera.

Terminology is standard for Araneae. All measurements are given in millimeters. Carapace length was 

measured from the base of the anterior median eyes not including the lenses to the rear margin of the carapace 

medially; abdomen length to the end of the anal tubercle. Specimens are deposited in the Spencer Entomological 

Collection at the Beaty Biodiversity Museum, University of British Columbia (UBC-SEM), except for the 

molecular voucher d404 (Hispo macfarlanei male), which is deposited in the California Academy of Sciences. 
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