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Abstract

Between 1998 and 2011, the Venezuelan arachnologist Manuel Ángel González-Sponga (GS) published a series of taxo-
nomic papers devoted to the Pholcidae of Venezuela. Of his 22 new genera, 20 were monotypic when described, suggest-
ing a high percentage of synonyms. We studied his descriptions and as far as accessible his type specimens and propose 
the following new generic synonymies: Autana GS, 2011 = Mesabolivar GS, 1998; Ayomania GS, 2005 and Venezuela
Koçak & Kemal, 2008 (new replacement names for Falconia GS, 2003) = Mecolaesthus Simon, 1893; Carbonaria GS, 
2009 = Mecolaesthus Simon, 1893; Caruaya GS, 2011 = Mesabolivar GS, 1998; Coroia GS, 2005 = Artema Walckenaer, 
1837; Maimire GS, 2009 = Mecolaesthus Simon, 1893; Moraia GS, 2011 = Mecolaesthus Simon, 1893; Nasuta GS, 2009 
= Mecolaesthus Simon, 1893; Portena GS, 2011 = Metagonia Simon, 1893; Rioparaguanus GS, 2005 = Mesabolivar GS, 
1998; Tonoro GS, 2009 = Litoporus Simon, 1893; Sanluisi GS, 2003 = Mecolaesthus Simon, 1893. Three of the type spe-
cies are also specific synonyms: Autana autanensis GS, 2011 = Mesabolivar aurantiacus (Mello-Leitão, 1930); Coroia 
magna GS, 2005 = Artema atlanta Walckenaer, 1837; Tonoro multispinae GS, 2009 = Litoporus uncatus (Simon, 1893). 
Six species that González-Sponga described under Blechroscelis (a genus previously synonymized with Priscula Simon, 
1893) are all synonyms of Mesabolivar eberhardi Huber, 2000 (B. acuoso GS, 2011; B. araguanus GS, 2011; B. blechros-
celis GS, 2011; B. copeyensis GS, 2011; B. cordillerano GS, 2011; B. andinensis GS, 2011). In addition, and unrelated to 
González-Sponga’s work, we synonymize the Central Asian monotypic genus Ceratopholcus Spassky, 1934 with Crosso-
priza Simon, 1893; we synonymize the Chinese species Pholcus acerosus Peng & Zhang, 2011 with Pholcus fragillimus
Strand, 1907 and remove the Malaysian monotypic genus Mystes Bristowe, 1938, previously thought to be the only East 
Asian representative of the subfamily Ninetinae, to the family Filistatidae.
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Introduction

Pholcid spiders are highly diverse in tropical and subtropical forests around the world. Collections over large 
megatransects in Brazil, the Caribbean, and tropical Africa have shown that the current number of 1400 described 
species amounts to probably just around 20% of the actual diversity (Huber 2014). The New World stands out both 
with respect to total regional diversity and single-locality diversity. With about 37 genera, the Neotropics count 
more than Africa and Asia combined (about 30 genera). Of the 14 localities currently known to contain more than 
ten species of Pholcidae, twelve are Neotropical (Huber & Rheims 2011; B.A. Huber, unpublished). Many species 
seem to be restricted to small geographic areas, resulting in high species turnover among localities and 
consequently in large numbers of undescribed species in poorly explored regions.

At the level of genera, a first revision of New World pholcids was published in 2000 (Huber 2000), and most 
new species can now be assigned to existing genera with some confidence. However, with about 80% undescribed 
species it is also clear that generic limits will have to be reconsidered as new species are described. New genera are 
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Pagden [probably 1929–1931]) should be deposited in the Natural History Museum, London, but it is probably 
lost. The description and drawings provided by Bristowe (1938) clearly indicate that this is a filistatid rather than a 
pholcid: strong palpal claw; flat oval carapace with narrow pronounced clypeus and compact ocular area; large 
labium fused to the sternum with a constriction between the endites; and dark, elongate tooth opposing the 
cheliceral fang. The small size of the female indicates that it is probably a member of the subfamily Prithinae, 
although the characteristic calamistrum in three rows is not reported in the original description. Several genera of 
Prithinae occur in Southeast Asia, and Mystes may well be a synonym of one of them. This problem will have to be 
solved by a future reviser of Filistatidae.
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