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Abstract

The results of a survey of the psocid family Ectopsocidae in Valle del Cauca and NNP Gorgona, are here presented. Fifteen 
species were identified, in the genera Ectopsocus (14 species), and Ectopsocopsis (one species); four of the Ectopsocus
species are new to science and are here described and illustrated. The male of E. thorntoni García Aldrete is here described. 
Records of Ectopsocopsis cryptomeriae (Enderlein), Ectopsocus briggsi McLachlan, E. californicus Banks, E. columbi-
anus Badonnel, E. maindroni Badonnel, E. meridionalis Ribaga, E. pilosus Badonnel, E. richardsi Pearman, E. titschacki 
Jentsch, and E. vilhenai Badonnel, are provided. Ten species were found only in Valle del Cauca, two species were found 
only in the NNP Gorgona, and three species were found at both sites. The specimens studied are deposited in the Entomo-
logical Museum, Universidad del Valle, Santiago de Cali, Colombia (MUSENUV).
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Introduction

The family Ectopsocidae is represented in the neotropics by 29 species in three genera: Ectopsocus McLachlan, 
Ectopsocopsis Badonnel and Belipsocus García Aldrete. The richest country for this family in the neotropics is 
Mexico, with 21 species, 20 species in Ectopsocus (García Aldrete, 1991) and one species in Ectopsocopsis. In 
Colombia, the additions and corrections (Lienhard, 2012) to the world catalogue of Psocoptera (Lienhard & 
Smithers, 2002) indicate that only five species have been recorded: Ectopsocus columbianus Badonnel, E.
meridionalis Ribaga, E. richardsi Pearman, E. titschacki Jentsch and E. californicus Banks, but Sarria et al. 
(unpubl. data) recorded in NNP Gorgona five morphospecies of Ectopsocus, which were not identified. 

Upon examining specimens in the reference collection of the Entomological Research Group at the 
Universidad del Valle (GIE), and specimens collected in several localities in Valle del Cauca, 15 species were 
found, four of them undescribed, and one, E. pilosus Badonnel, representing a new record in the Americas. The 
purpose of this paper is to describe and illustrate the new species, and to list the species in Valle del Cauca and 
NNP Gorgona. An identification key to the above species is included.

Materials and methods

Four hundred thirty specimens were available for study, 53 females and 40 males were dissected in 80 % ethanol, 
and their parts (head, right wings and legs and genitals) were processed according to González et al. (2011). The 
parts mounted on slides were measured and photographed with a Canon T3i camera and Helicon Focus program. 

Measurements are given in microns. Abbreviations of parts measured are as follows: FW, HW: lengths of right 
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