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Abstract

A systematic revision of the species of the genus Xylocopa subgenus Neoxylocopa in Argentina is provided. Seven species 

are included: X. atamisquensis Lucia & Abrahamovich, X. augusti Lepeletier, X. eximia Pérez, X. frontalis (Olivier), X. 

mendozana Enderlein, X. nigrocincta Smith and X. tacanensis Moure. The males of X. eximia and X. nigrocincta are de-

scribed for the first time. Xylocopa jujuyensis Brèthes is a new junior synonym of X. nigrocincta. Photographs, occurrence 

maps, and identification keys for the species are presented. Information on the nest architecture and substratum preference 

are also given.

 

Key words: Anthophila, nesting behavior, pollinators, South America, taxonomy

Introduction

The subfamily Xylocopinae (Apidae) includes four tribes: Ceratinini, Manuelini, Allodapini and Xylocopini; the 
latter consists of a single genus, Xylocopa Latreille, which are commonly known as carpenter bees because they 
usually nest within dead wood, except for the subgenus Xylocopa (Proxylocopa) that nest in the ground (Hurd & 
Moure 1963). Frequently, the substrate is dead wood, hollow stems of plants and structural timbers of construction 
(Hurd & Moure 1963; Camillo & Garófalo 1982; Camillo et al. 1986; Caicedo et al. 1995); however, some species 
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