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Abstract

The Neotropical fauna of saucer bugs (Naucoridae) currently includes four monotypic genera. Recent extensive collecting 

in Venezuela has produced three new species in two of these genera. In addition, undetermined Guyanan specimens of one 

of the new species were found in the United States National Museum of Natural History. Thus, described here are Pla-

comerus obscuratus n. sp. from Guyana and Venezuela with brachypterous and macropterous hindwing forms, and two 

species of Procryphocricos from Venezuela. Procryphocricos quiu n. sp. is described from the brachypterous forewing 

form and Procryphocricos macoita n. sp. from both brachypterous and macropterous forms. Previously described species 

also are discussed.
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Introduction

The family of saucer bugs (Naucoridae) in the Neotropics is represented by 12 genera, two of which, Ambrysus and 
Limnocoris, are hyperdiverse with more than 70 described species in each. In sharp contrast, four of the other 
Neotropical genera have been monotypic and include Decarloa known only from Hispaniola, Interocoris known 
only from Mexico, and Placomerus and Procryphocricos from South America.

Placomerus (Naucorinae) was described from several countries in southern South America (Bolivia, Brazil, 
and Paraguay) and was distinguished from the superficially similar Pelocoris using 14 attributes (La Rivers 1956). 
Additional records from Argentina (Lopez Ruf & Bachmann 1991) and other localities in Brazil have been 
presented more recently (e.g., Moreira et al. 2011). Procryphocricos (Cryphocricinae) was described by Polhemus 
(1991) based on two male specimens collected in Colombia. Since then, additional specimens have been collected 
from the type locality and the female was described by Sites & Álvarez Arango (2010).

Presented here are the descriptions of one new species of Placomerus from Guyana and Venezuela, and two 
new species of Procryphocricos from Venezuela. 

Material and methods

Recent extensive sampling throughout much of Venezuela has provided many fresh specimens of six genera of 
saucer bugs for examination. Habitats sampled include streams, rivers, waterfalls, ponds, lakes, reservoirs, 
swamps, and springs.

Photographs of collection sites identified as L-numbers are available in a Locality Image Database via a link 
from the internet site of the Enns Entomology Museum, University of Missouri. Length and width are given as a 
mean and range for paratypes and all measurements are in mm. Length of the body is measured from the anterior 
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Etymology. The specific epithet is a noun in apposition and is the name of the river from which the type series 
was collected.

Repositories. The holotype is deposited in Museo del Instituto de Zoologia Agrícola, Maracay, Venezuela. 
Paratypes are deposited in Universidad del Zulia, Maracaibo, Venezuela; Enns Entomology Museum, University of 
Missouri; and the United States National Museum of Natural History, Washington D.C.

Type material examined. HOLOTYPE ♂: VENEZUELA: Barinas: Río Quiu nr Quiri, 8º 03.341'N, 70º 
56.597'W, 203 m, 15 July 2009, L-1083, river margins / Colls Sites, Shepard, Short, Camacho, García, Gustafson, 
VZ0907 1503S. PARATYPES: same data as holotype (2 brachypterous ♂, 4 brachypterous ♀). 
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