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Abstract

The taxonomy of the genus Platypygus Loew is summarized, previously described species are reviewed based on exami-

nation of types, and a key to known species of the genus worldwide is presented. All previously described species are di-

agnosed and illustrated. The male genitalia of P. ridibundus (Costa) and female genitalia of P. americanus Melander are 

described for the first time. Some characters supporting the monophyly of the genus Platypygus are discussed and the 

Nearctic Cyrtisiopsis americanus (Melander) is restored to its original combination as Platypygus americanus. The type 

status of Platypygus bellus Loew, P. lativentris Loew, P. pumilio Loew, and P. turkmenorum Paramonov is clarified and a 

lectotype is selected for Platypygus kurdorum Paramonov and P. tauricus Paramonov. New country records are given for 

the following species: P. bellus (Greece); P. chrysanthemi (Israel, Jordan); P. kurdorum (Israel, Jordan, Syria); P. limatus

(Nepal, Thailand); P. pumilio (Greece, Turkmenistan); P. ridibundus (Cyprus, Israel, Portugal), P. titanomedea (Jordan, 

Turkey). 

Key words: Diptera, Platypygus, taxonomy, Palaearctic, Oriental, Afrotropical, Platypyginae, Mythicomyiidae, system-

atics, key, Cyrtisiopsis, new records
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species of the genus Cyrtisiopsis (e. g., C. melleus), the vaginal furca is also a U-shaped structure, but the apex is 

sclerotized as much as the lateral arms. 

In the male genitalia, two long hyaline sclerites, medially inserted in the gonocoxites, support the apex of the 

aedeagus and epandrium. This structure is a shared character not found in other genera of Platypyginae. The 

gonostyli are usually fused to the gonocoxites and are clavate apically (e. g. Fig. 17a). Platypygus melinoproctus is 

exceptional in having separate and structurally different gonostyli (Fig. 12d). 
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