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Abstract

Two new Cocconitini Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1895 species belonging to Nesonotus Beier, 1960 are described from the 

Lesser Antilles: Nesonotus caeruloglobus Hugel, n. sp. from Dominica, and Nesonotus vulneratus Hugel, n. sp. from 

Martinique. The songs of both species are described and elements of biology are given. The taxonomic status of species 

close to Nesonotus tricornis (Thunberg, 1815) is discussed.
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Résumé

Deux nouvelles sauterelles Cocconotini Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1895 appartenant au genre Nesonotus Beier, 1960 

sont décrites des Petites Antilles : Nesonotus caeruloglobus Hugel, n. sp. de Dominique, et Nesonotus vulneratus 

Hugel, n. sp. de Martinique. Le chant des deux espèces est décrit et des éléments de biologie sont donnés. Le statut 

taxonomique des espèces proches de Nesonotus tricornis (Thunberg, 1815) est discuté.

Introduction

Cocconotini species occur in most of the Lesser Antilles islands, including small and dry ones such as Terre de 

Haut in Les Saintes micro archipelago (S. Hugel, unpublished). All but Sphaeropyga striolata (Redtenbacher, 

1892) belong to Nesonotus Beier, 1920. This latter genus has been erected by Beier to include species from the 

Lesser Antilles previously considered as belonging to Bliastes Stål, 1873. Recent field studies on the Lesser 

Antilles have provided many new Orthoptera species, some of which having being described over the last years 

(Hugel & Morin 2001, Desutter & Bland 2003, Hugel 2009, Otte & Perez-Gelabert 2009) and others awaiting for 

descriptions (Hugel & Desutter-Grandcolas in prep.). These field studies also allowed studying basic aspects of 

sound production and acoustico-vibratory behavior of Pseudophyllinae species from Guadeloupe (Stumpner et al, 

in press), and the distribution of widespread species (Wetterer & Hugel 2008). In the present article, two new 

Nesonotus species from Dominica and Martinique are described.

 

Material and methods

Specimens examined. The new taxa are mainly described on specimens recently collected in Martinique and 

Dominica islands in 2008. All specimens were collected during night by sight using a halogen headlamp and a net. 

Most of the male specimens were localized by their high pitched song. 
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Nesonotus from Les Saintes and Marie Galante are clearly distinct from each other, the former being similar to 

Nesonotus reticulatus whereas latter to Nesonotus caeruloglobus Hugel, n. sp. The Nesonotus population from 

Monts Caraïbes in Guadeloupe would also deserve attention as all available specimens from this locality display a 

chromatic pattern unusual for N. reticulatus. Today, this population should be considered a melanic form of N. 

reticulatus. A similar case of melanic variation occurs for Salomona redtenbacheri Brongniart, 1897 (Hugel, 2009) 

and does not necessarily correspond to a distinct species. These taxonomic issues will be addressed later in a more 

comprehensive work on Pseudophyllinae from Lesser Antilles. 
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