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Abstract

The genus name of the small oviraptorid dinosaur Ingenia yanshini is preoccupied by the tripyloidid nematode Ingenia 

mirabilis, thus making the former a junior homonym of the latter.  Although “Ingenia” yanshini is sympatric with 

Conchoraptor gracilis, it is distinguished from Conchoraptor by proportions of the manus.  It also differs appreciably from the 

ingeniines Heyuannia huangi and Nemegtomaia barsboldi in manual and pelvic proportions.  “Ingenia” yanshini is not 

referable to any other taxon, and is renamed Ajancingenia yanshini gen. nov.  Several specimens originally referred to this 

species have subsequently been transferred to new genera, and the taxonomic assignment of material referred to Ajancingenia 

yanshini gen. nov. is reassessed.
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Introduction

The genus name of the oviraptorid theropod Ingenia yanshini (Barsbold, 1981) is preoccupied by the tripyloidid 

nematode Ingenia mirabilis (Gerlach, 1957).  Therefore, the oviraptorid “Ingenia” yanshini requires renaming. 

“Ingenia” is well-documented by postcranial material from the Late Cretaceous of Mongolia.  Cranial elements 

(including the mandible and braincase) are also preserved, although a complete skull unequivocally referable to 

“Ingenia” is unknown.

Much material has been referred to “Ingenia” over the years, but the assignment of some specimens to this 

genus is questionable.  Several new genera have been erected for material formerly identified as “Ingenia” 

(Barsbold, 1986; Clarke et al. 2001; Lü et al. 2004).  Paul’s (1988) referral of “Ingenia” yanshini to Oviraptor 

(Osborn, 1924) is unsupported, and “I.” yanshini differs substantially from Oviraptor. “Ingenia” occurs 

sympatrically with Conchoraptor gracilis (Barsbold, 1986), but the two species are not congeneric.  Additionally, 

it is distinguished from the related taxa Heyuannia huangi (Lü, 2002) and Nemegtomaia barsboldi (Lü et al. 

2005a) by several characters of the manus and pelvis, and is not referable to either genus. Therefore, the 

replacement name Ajancingenia yanshini gen. nov. is erected for “Ingenia” yanshini.

Institutional Abbreviations: MPC-D, Paleontological Center of the Mongolian Academy of Sciences, Ulaan 

Baatar, Mongolia (= GIN, Geological Institute, Mongolian Academy of Sciences); PIN, Paleontological Institute 

Nauk, Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Russia; Z. Pal., Palaeozoological Institute, Polish Academy of Sciences, 

Warsaw, Poland.
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	FIGURE 1. MPC-D 100/30, holotype of Ajancingenia yanshini gen. nov. a, right manus, dorsal view; b, right pes, anterior view.
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