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Abstract

The status of two doubtful fish species is reviewed. Percis punctata Cuvier, 1829 is confirmed to be a valid species of 

Parapercis Bleeker, 1863 and a senior synonym of Parapercis guezei Fourmanoir, 1966. A redescription of Parapercis 

punctata is provided, based on four specimens collected from the western Indian Ocean. Examination of the holotype of 

Neosillago marmorata Castelnau, 1875 revealed that Neosillago is a junior synonym of Parapercis and N. marmorata is a 

junior synonym of Parapercis nebulosa (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825).
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Introduction

Cuvier in Cuvier and Valenciennes (1829) provided a brief description, mostly of coloration, of Percis punctata

based on a single specimen collected from an unknown locality. This species was regarded as a doubtful species in 

Parapercis by Cantwell (1964: 245). Subsequently, Fourmanoir (1966) described Parapercis guezei based on two 

specimens collected from Cap La Houssaye, Réunion. Both species have rarely been mentioned, despite more than 

20 publications on Parapercis, describing new species, dealing with nomenclature issues, checklists and regional 

guides in the past two decades (pers. obs.).

Randall (1984:41) and Randall and Francis (1993:210) recognized P. guezei as a junior synonym of P. 

punctata. However, neither of these publications included justification for the synonymy, or detailed information 

on the species in question. Up to the present, no valid diagnostic characters for P. punctata (or P. guezei) have been 

recorded, so the taxonomic uncertainty of these species has remained. For example, Sparks & Baldwin (2012:38) 

mentioned that it was impossible to determine whether P. punctata was valid. The author examined the holotype of 

P. punctata, two type specimens of P. guezei and one additional non-type specimen. This confirmed that P. 

punctata is a valid species of Parapercis and P. guezei is a junior synonym of P. punctata, as suggested by Randall 

(1984). A detailed description for P. punctata is provided based on the four specimens examined.

Castelnau (1875) described a new genus, Neosillago, and its type species N. marmorata based on a single 

specimen collected from Port Walcott, Western Australia (20°35’28”S, 117°10’55”E) by the Rev. Mr Bostock. 

Kaga (2013) briefly discussed the possible status of Neosillago marmorata and suggested its characters “well agree 

with percophid Bembropinea”. According to the Eschmeyer (2013) the whereabouts of the holotype is unknown. 

While visiting the fish collection of the Muséum national d'Histoire naturelle in Paris, the author found a specimen 

labeled as holotype of Neosillago marmorata. This specimen is confirmed to be the primary type, described by 

Count F. de Castelnau in 1875. A discussion on status of the genus and the species is provided.
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