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Terraranans of the Lost World: a new species of Pristimantis
(Amphibia, Craugastoridae) from Abakapéa-tepui in the Chimanta massif,
Venezuelan Guayana, and additionsto the knowledge of P. muchimuk
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Abstract

A new frog of the genus Pristimantisis named and described from the summit of Abakapéa-tepui in the Chimanta massif,
south-eastern Venezuela. The new speciesis known from two adult specimens and is the second craugastorid species de-
scribed from this massif. It can be readily distinguished from all congeners inhabiting the highlands of the Guiana Shield
by the unique combination of the following characters: dorsal skin shagreen and ventral skin coarsely areolate, tympanum
small and ill-defined, vocal dlitsabsent in males, finger | shorter than 11, thumbs with two whitish and non-spinous nuptial
pads in adult males, fingers and toes with broad lateral fringes, basal webbing between all toes, throat and chest nacreous
white in life. Also, based on five specimens of Pristimantis muchimuk recently collected from Churi-tepui, we provide
new information on thislittle known species, including an amended diagnosis, notes on morphology, color variation, ad-
vertisement calls, and natural history.
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Resumen

Se describe una nueva especie del género Pristimantis del Abakapé-tepui en el Macizo de Chimanta a sureste de Vene-
zuela. La nueva especie es conocida por dos individuos y es el segundo craugastdrido descrito para este macizo. Puede
distinguirse facilmente de todos sus congéneres de las tierras altas del Escudo de Guayana por la combinacién Unica de
los siguientes caracteres: piel dorsal finamente granular y ventral marcadamente areolada, timpano pequefio y poco defini-
do, hendiduras vocal es ausentes en machos, dedo manual | mas corto que el 11, machos adultos con dos almohadillas nup-
ciales blanquecinas y no espinosas en sus pulgares, dedos de manos y pies con rebordes laterales amplios, palmeadura
basal entre todos|os dedos pedal es, gargantay pecho de color blanco nacarado en vida. Adicionalmente, con base en cinco
individuos de Pristimantis muchimuk colectados recientemente, se aporta nueva informacion sobre esta especie poco
conocida, incluyendo una diagnosis enmendada, notas sobre morfologia, variacién de color, cantos e historia natural.

I ntroduction

The tepuis of the Guiana Shield in South America, popularly known as“ The Lost World”, are enormous sandstone
flat-top mountains with walls over 1000 m that rise from open Guianan savannahs and Amazonian forest lowlands
(Huber 1998). Their highland biota (between 1500 and 3100 m elevation) forms a discontinuous ecosystem, called
Pantepui (Huber 1998) that remains one of the World's most inaccessible and pristine bioregions. The Pantepui
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