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Abstract

The following 21 new species of Thagria from the Oriental and Australian regions are described, illustrated and 
photographed: T. aenigmatis, sp. nov., T. asperitas sp. nov., T. biretrorsa sp. nov., T. colorata, sp. nov., T.coniunctionis, 
sp. nov., T. constanti, sp.nov., T. fidelitas sp. nov., T. freytagi sp. nov., T. intorta sp. nov., T. iuxta, sp. nov., T. lobata sp. 
nov., T. longicatilla sp. nov., T. malenovskyi sp. nov., T. oldfieldi, sp. nov., T. paraunca, sp. nov., T. quadrimaculata, sp. 
nov., T. quadrispinosa sp. nov., T. trimaculata sp. nov., T. unibasispinosa, sp. nov.; T. unica sp. nov. and T. viraktamathi,
sp. nov. Thagria bidentata Xu & Kuoh 1998, preoccupied by Thagria bidentata Nielson 1982 is renamed herein Thagria 
xui nom. nov. Thagria multicalcara Nielson is suppressed junior synonym of Coelidia inscripta Walker. Thagria 
hongdoensis Kwon & Lee is suppressed junior synonym of resurrected Coelidia satsumensis Matsumura. Cambodia is a 
new record for T. longistyla Freytag. Laos is a new record for T. acrodens Freytag, T. boulardi Nielson, T.emeiensis Zhang, 
T. fuscoscuta Zhang, T. janssoni Nielson, T. obrienae Nielson and T. ungulata Nielson. Vietnam is a new record for T. 
grandis Nielson and T. marissae Nielson. Intra-inter specific variation involving 6 closely related species (melichari 
species complex) in Southeast Asia is discussed. Morphology and taxonomic value of the dorsal connective, revised key 
to species and genera in Thagriini and an updated synoptic catalogue of the genus are also presented. Problematical species 
in the genus Thagria are reviewed. Distribution of 235 known species and the relationship between clypellus configuration 
and geographical origin are given.
 
Key words: Leafhoppers, taxonomy, dorsal connective, clypellus, homonymy, synonymy, intra-interspecific variation, 
endemism

Introduction

Thagria is the largest genus of leafhoppers in the subfamily Coelidiinae, occupying the Oriental and Australian 
regions with extension into the southern and eastern Palearctic realm. Diversity is highest in the Oriental region 
where 73% of the known species occur. Approximately 25% inhabit the Australian region (although none are 
known from Australia, Tasmania or New Zealand). The remaining species occupy the Palearctic region. The group 
shares the tribe Thagriini with 1 small genus, Tahara Nielson, known only from 2 species from the Australian 
region on the island of New Guinea (Indonesia (Irian) and Papua New Guinea).

In this paper, 21 new species are described, illustrated and photographed. Taxonomy and diagnostic features of 
the two genera of Thagriini, are reviewed. A species complex is recognized for the following 6 species: aenigmatis, 
sp. nov., bicurta Freytag, expanda Freytag, melichari Nielson, serrastyla Nielson and viraktamathi, sp. nov.
Morphology of the dorsal connective and its taxonomic value in Thagria are presented for the first time. The 
current status of 5 problematic species is reviewed. Detailed data on distribution are provided for the first time for 
235 known species. New records for 10 species are cited and a new name, Thagria xui Nielson, is proposed for 
Thagria bidentata Xu & Kuoh 1998 nec Thagria bidentata Nielson 1982. A revised key to males of all known 
species, augmented by distribution records, is provided for more expedient identification of specimens of this very 
large assemblage. An updated synoptic catalogue of the genus treating all known valid species is also presented.

Material for this study was generously provided by the following: Igor Malenovsky and Pavel Lauterer, 
Moravian Museum, Brno, Czech Republic (BRNO), Jerome Constant, Institute Royale des Sciences Naturelles de 
Belgique, Bruxelles (IRSNB), Daniel Burkhardt, Naturhistorisches Museum, Basel, Switzerland (NMB) and Mick 
Webb, British Museum of Natural History, London (BMNH). Holotypes and paratypes are deposited in these 
institutions. Additional material examined is placed in the Monte L. Bean Life Science Museum (MLMB), 
Brigham Young University, Provo, UT, the Entomology Insect Collection, Department of Biology, Utah State 
University, Logan (USU) and the Entomology Insect Collection, Department of Entomology, University of 
Kentucky, Lexington (UK).

Photos were taken with a columnar attached Infinity I camera mounted on Olympus SZ-61 stereo microscope. 
All illustrations were drawn at 40X magnification except where noted.

Taxonomy

In my previous revision of the subfamily Coelidiinae, tribe Thagriiini, 12 of 25 genera previously assigned to the 


