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A new speciesof arboreal iguanid lizard, genus Senocercus (Squamata: | guania),
from central Peru
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Abstract

We describe anew species of Stenocercus from an interandean valley of the upper Rio Huallaga on the Amazonian slope
of central Peru (Regién Huanuco), at an €l evation of 1700—-1900 m. The new species differsfrom other Stenocercus, except
S. boettgeri, S. haenschi, S. humeralis, and S. varius, by the combination of the following characters: presence of granular
scales on the posterior surface of the thighs, enlarged vertebrals, three caudal whorls per autotomic segment, a medially
complete antegular fold, non-spinose caudals, and by males lacking a black transverse band on the ventral surface of the
neck. However, the new Stenocercus differsfrom these, with the exception of S. humeralis, by having more scales around
the midbody (104-107, X =105.66) than S. boettgeri (79-104, X = 88.61), S. haenschi (57—64, X =60.50), and S. varius
(74-88, X =82.35); and from S. humeralis by having the scales in the frontonasal region nearly equal in size to the scales
in the occipitoparietal region, while in S. humeralis the scales on the frontonasal region are twice or three times longer
than the scales on the occipitoparietal region.
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Resumen

Describimos una nueva especie de Stenocercus de un valle interandino de la cuenca alta del Rio Huallaga en la pendiente
amazénicade los Andes del centro de Pertl (Regién de Huanuco), entre los 1700 y 1900 m de altitud. Lanueva especie se
diferencia de todas las demas especies de Stenocercus, aexcepcion de S. boettgeri, S. haenschi, S. humeralis, y S. varius,
por lacombinacion de los siguientes caracteres. escamas granulares sobre la superficie posterior delos muslos, vertebrales
grandes, tres anill os caudales por segmento autondmico, pliegue anterogular completo en el medio, caudal es no espinosas
y por laausenciade unabandatransversal negraen lasuperficie ventral del cuello. Sin embargo, lanuevaespecie de Steno-
cercus se diferencia de estos, a excepcion de S. humeralis, por tener mayor numero de escamas alrededor del cuerpo
(104-107, X =105.66), que S. boettgeri (79-104, X = 88.61), S. haenschi (57-64, X =60.50) y S. varius (74-88, X =82.35);
y de S. humeralis por tener las escamas en laregidn frontonasal casi del mismo tamarfio que las escamas en laregion oc-
cipitoparietal, mientras que en S. humeralis |as escamas en laregion frontoparietal, son el doble o tres veces mas grandes,
gue las escamas de laregion occipitoparietal .
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I ntroduction

The iguanian lizard Stenocercus is currently composed of 61 species that occur at elevations between 0—-4000 min
the Andes and adjacent lowland areas from northern Venezuela and Colombia to central Argentina, with some
species present in the Atlantic lowlands between southern Brazil and central Argentina, and other species present in
northeastern Brazil (Torres-Carvajal 2007a). Members of this genus occupy a variety of habitats such as dry and
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