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Microlepidogaster arachas, a new species of hypoptopomatine catfish
(Siluriformes: Loricariidae) from the upper rio Parana basin, Brazil

FERNANDA O. MARTINS!, BARBARA B. CALEGARI? & FRANCISCO LANGEANI*

'UNESP—Universidade Estadual Paulista, Departamento de Zoologia e Botanica, Laboratério de Ictiologia, | nstituto de Biociéncias,
Letras e Ciéncias Exatas, Rua Cristovéo Colombo, 2265, 15054-000, Sao José do Rio Preto, SP, Brazil.

E-mail: fernanda_martins2@hotmail.com; langeani @ibilce.unesp.br

?PUCRS—Pontificia Universidade Catélica do Rio Grande do Sul, Laboratério de Ssteméatica de Vertebrados, Av. Ipiranga, 6681,
Caixa Postal 1429, Porto Alegre, RS, Brazl. E-mail: barbara.calegari @gmail.com

Abstract

Microlepidogaster arachas Martins, Calegari & Langeani, sp. nov., anew Hypoptopomatinae, is described from the upper
rio Parana basin. The new species is distinguished from M. longicolla and M. dimorpha by having the anterior portion of
the compound supraneural plusfirst dorsal-fin proximal radia contacting the neural spine of the ninthvertebra. The new
species differs from M. perforatus by having 18-29 dentary teeth; median series of lateral plates complete, reaching
caudal-peduncle end, and continuous lateral line; and 20-24 mid-dorsal plates. Microlepidogaster arachas is further
distinguished from its congeners by several other osteological features.
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Resumo

Microlepidogaster arachas Martins, Calegari & Langeani, sp. nov., um novo Hypoptopomatinae, € descrito para a bacia
do alto rio Parana. A nova espécie € distinguida de M. longicolla e M. dimorpha por apresentar a porgéo anterior do
complexo supraneural maiso primeiro radial proximal da nadadeiradorsal contatando o espinho neural danonavértebra.
A novaespécie se diferenciade M. perforatus por ter 18-29 dentes no dentario; série medianade placas laterais completa,
atingindo o fim do pedinculo caudal, e linha lateral completa; e 20-24 placas médio-dorsais. Adicional mente,
Microlepidogaster arachas se distingue de seus congéneres por diversas outras caracteristicas osteol gicas.
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I ntroduction

Until recently, only Microlepidogaster perforatus, from the rio Carandai in the upper rio Parana basin, was the only
known species in the genus. The type-species of Microlepidogaster was described by Eigenmann & Eigenmann
(1889), who distinguished the new taxon based on the possession of the ventral surface covered with minute
granular plates, dorsal fin inserted far posterior to the pelvic fins, and the temporal plate perforated. With exception
of the posterior dorsal-fin insertion, that effectively distinguishes Microlepidogaster from most other genera, the
other features are uninformative and do not diagnose it from the remaining members of the Hypoptopomatinae.
Nevertheless, additional diagnostic features of Microlepidogaster, as well as its relationships with the remaining
Hypoptopomatinae, are not clear and a revisionary study seeking to establish the taxonomic limits of
Microlepidogaster is lacking.

The number of new species of Hypoptopomatinae described from the upper rio Parana basin has been growing
steadily in the last decade (Britski & Garavello 2003; Ribeiro et al. 2005; Ferreira& Ribeiro 2007; Calegari & Reis
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