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Abstract

We describe Sbon noalamina sp. nov. from the Caribbean versant of the Cordillera Central, in the Comarca Ngobe-Buglé
and the province of Veraguas of western Panama. Due to its coral snake-like, bicolored pattern, the new species superfi-
cially resembles Sbon anthracops, Dipsas articulata, D. bicolor, D. temporalis, and D. viguieri. It differs from these spe-
cies, and from all its congeners, by having only five supralabials, by the unique shape of the posterior supralabial, and by
a slight keeling on some dorsal rows in adults. We discuss its conservation perspectives, and provide new distributional
records for S annulatus and S. longifrenis, as well as an updated key to the Lower Central American species of Sbon.

Key words: snail-eater, Dipsas, Chiriqui, Comarca Ngobe-Buglé, Bocas del Toro, Veraguas, conservation, distribution
extension, morphology

Resumen

Describimos Sbon noalamina sp. nov. de lavertiente Caribe de la Cordillera Central, Comarca Ngobe-Buglé y provincia
de Veraguas, en €l occidente de Panama. Debido a su patrén bicolor parecido alas serpientes corales, la nueva especie es
superficialmente similar a Sbon anthracops, Dipsas articulata, D. bicolor, D. temporalis, y D. viguieri. Se distingue de
estas especies, asi como de todas | as especies conocidas de Sbon, por tener solo cinco escamas supralabiales, por laforma
Unica de la Gltima supralabial, y por tener algunas hileras de escamas dorsales ligeramente quilladas en los adultos. Dis-
cutimos aspectos de su conservacion y presentamos nuevos registros de distribucion para S. annulatusy S. longifrenis, asi
como una clave actualizada para las especies de Sbon que se conocen del sur de Centroamérica.
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I ntroduction

As presently understood, the genus Sibon comprises 15 species (Uetz 2012) of harmless, nocturnal snail-eaters that
either present a contrasting color pattern of aternating rings similar to that of coral snakes of the genus Micrurus,
or a rather aposematic coloration that might be considered to mimic that of arboreal pitvipers (Sol6rzano 2002,
Campbell & Lamar 2004). Central Americaishome to thirteen species of Sibon, six of which have been reported to
occur in Panama: Sbon annulatus (Giinther), S. argus (Cope), S. lamari Sol6rzano, S. longifrenis (Stejneger), S
nebulatus (Linnaeus), and S. perissostichon Kohler, Lotzkat and Hertz (Kéhler 2008, Jaramillo et al. 2010, Kohler
et al. 2010, Rovito et al. 2012).
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