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Two new species of the subgenus Asteroporpa (Asteromoana)
(Ophiuroidea: Euryalida: Gorgonocephalidae) from Japan
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Abstract

Two new species of the subgenus Asteroporpa (Asteromoana) (Echinodermata: Ophiuroidea: Euryalida: Gorgonocepha-
lidae) are described from southwestern and southern Japan. A. (Asterom.) muricatopatella sp. nov. has only cone-shaped
dermal ossicles with terminal projections on radial shields, only plate-shaped dermal ossicles on oral plates, and cone-
shaped dermal ossicles with relatively short terminal projections at the lateral interradial disc. A. (Asterom.) koyoae sp.
nov. has both cone-shaped dermal ossicles with terminal projections and plate-shaped dermal ossicles on radial shields,
cone-shaped dermal ossicles with terminal projections on oral plates, and cone-shaped dermal ossicles with relatively long
terminal projections on the lateral interradial disc. A taxonomic key to all four species of the subgenus A. (Asteromoana)
is provided.

Key words: taxonomy, brittle star, Asteroporpa (Asteromoana) muricatopatella, Asteroporpa (Asteromoana) koyoae, new
species, Japan

Introduction

The genus Asteroporpa was erected by Örsted and Lütken (in Lütken 1856), monotypically for the Caribbean spe-
cies Asteroporpa annulata Örsted and Lütken, 1856. This genus now consists of two subgenera, A. (Asteroporpa)
and A. (Asteromoana) (Baker, 1980). The subgenus A. (Asteroporpa) comprises following six species: A. (Asterop.)
annulata, A. (Asterop.) affinis Lütken, 1859, A. (Asterop.) australiensis, A. (Asterop.) hadracantha H. L. Clark,
1911, A. (Asterop.) pulchra H. L. Clark, 1915, and A. (Asterop.) lindneri A. H. Clark, 1948 (Lütken, 1859; H. L.
Clark, 1909, 1911, 1915; Bell, 1917; A. H. Clark, 1948). The nominal species A. (Asterop.) wilsoni Bell, 1917 was
junior synonymised with A. (Asterop.) australiensis H. L. Clark, 1909 by Baker (1980). Baker (1980) established a


