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Abstract

Numerous collections of ascidians have been made in the Pacific and Indian Oceans but the inventory is far from 
complete. Each sampling provides new species. Two new didemnids are described here from Palau and Vanuatu. New 
records are given for 22 additional species with complementary descriptions and underwater photographs. The tropical 
ascidian fauna is highly diverse and successive new collections show that many of the species are not only widely 
distributed from the central to western Pacific but also common to the Indian Ocean.
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