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Macrobrachium santanderensis, new species of freshwater prawn (Crustacea:
Decapoda: Palaemonidae) from the northeastern Andes mountains of Colombia
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Abstract

There is only one species of freshwater prawn documented for the Catatumbo region, which is part of the northeastern
Andes mountains of Colombia. Morphology comparison with other Colombian Macrobrachium species which inhabit
the nearby Orinoco river basin such as M. brasiliense, M. cortezi, M. heterochirus, and M. reyesi, and the only species
reported for the Catatumbo region (M. praecox) reveals distinct characters of a new freshwater prawn species. The
differences between the new species described herein and the previously reported Macrobrachium species are in the
ornamentation of the rostrum and the second pair of pereiopods, proportion of some segments of the second periopod, as
well as size and number of eggs. The new freshwater prawn species (Macrobrachium santanderensis) is reported,
described, and illustrated.
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Resumen

Solamente una especie de camardn de agua dul ce ha sido documentada para la regién del Catatumbo, la cual es parte de
la cordillera oriental de los Andes en Colombia. Comparaciones morfol dgicas con otras especies de Macrobrachium en
Colombia las cuales habitan en la cercana cuenca del rio Orinoco como son M. brasiliense, M. cortezi, M. heterochirus,
y M. reyes y la Unica especie reportada para laregion del Catatumbo (M. precox) revelan caracteres distintivos de una
nueva especie de camaron de agua dulce. Las diferencias entre la nueva especie aqui descrita 'y las especies de
Macrobrachium previamente reportadas estan en la ornamentacion del rostro y del segundo par de periépodos, |a
proporcion de algunos segmentos del segundo peridpodo, como asi mismo en el tamafio y el nimero de huevos. Lanueva
especie de camardn de agua dul ce (Macrobrachium santanderensis) es reportada, descrita, e ilustrada.
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Introduction

The freshwater decapod fauna from the northeastern Andes mountains of Colombiais relatively well know,
especially the crab of the family Pseudothel phusidae (Rocha de Campos 1994). However, the freshwater
prawn of the family Palaemonidae, i.e. the genus Macrobrachium is practically unknown. Holthuis (1952)
included a short description for one species, i.e. M. praecox by Roux (1928) found in this region. Valencia-
L 6pez and Rocha de Campos (2007) found that M. praecox is the only species inhabiting the Catatumbo
region, which is part of the northeastern Andes mountains of Colombia. Morphology comparison with other
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