
 50        Accepted by M. Ramirez: 14 Nov. 2008; published: 17 Dec. 2008

ZOOTAXA
ISSN 1175-5326  (print edition)

ISSN 1175-5334 (online edition)Copyright © 2008  ·  Magnolia Press

Zootaxa 1965: 50–60   (2008) 
www.mapress.com/zootaxa/

A review of the genus Paratus Simon (Araneae, Dionycha)

YURI M. MARUSIK1,2,5, GUO ZHENG3 & SHUQIANG LI4

1Institute of Biological Problems of the North, RAS, Portovaya Str. 18, Magadan 685000, Russia
2Zoological Museum, University of Turku, FI-20014 Turku, Finland
3Shenyang Normal University, Shenyang 110034, P. R. China. E-mail: zhg1027@yahoo.com.cn
4Institute of Zoology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, P. R. China. Email: lisq@ioz.ac.cn
5Corresponding author. E-mail: yurmar@mail.ru

Abstract

The spider genus Paratus Simon, 1898 was known for more than hundred years from a single female from Sri Lanka. A
survey of spiders in south China and northern India reveals two new species: P. sinensis sp. n. and P. indicus sp. n. Both
species are described based on males and females. The study of the copulatory organs and somatic morphology led us to
conclude that Paratus cannot be placed in any described subfamily of Liocranidae, where it was placed originally, or in
Corinnidae. Therefore, we describe a new subfamily Paratinae subfam. n. and retain this group within Liocranidae.
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Introduction

The spider genus Paratus Simon, 1898 was described based on a new species P. reticulatus from Sri Lanka,
known from the female holotype only (Deeleman-Reinhold, 2001). Simon’s (1898) description lacks figures,
which could be the main reason why this genus and species remained forgotten for a long time. In addition to
an inadequate description, the holotype of P. reticulatus was thought to be lost, because the specimen depos-
ited in the Natural History Museum in Paris was labeled by Simon as Saticula reticulata (Deeleman-Reinhold,
2001). Recognition of this genus and species became possible when Deeleman-Reinhold (2001) provided a
detailed, illustrated redescription of its somatic morphology.

Deeleman-Reinhold placed Paratus among “Liocraninae s.l. incertae sedis” because this genus lacks a
retrocoxal window, which is typical of all European liocranid genera including Liocranum (Deeleman-Rein-
hold, 2001).

An extensive survey of spider fauna from Xishuangbanna rainforest in south Yunnan over a period of one
year (June 2006–August 2007) using various collection techniques (fogging, pitfall traps, trunk traps and
direct searching), brought abundant and diverse material. Among this material we recognized one undescribed
species that undoubtedly belongs to Paratus. While comparing Chinese specimens with the habitually similar
Indian liocranid specimens, we recognized that Indian specimens earlier identified by the first author as Ceto
(= Cetonana) also belong to Paratus. The goal of this paper is the description of two new species based on
both sexes and a discussion on the placement of Paratus.


