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The chaerilid scor pions of China (Scorpiones. Chaerilidae)
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Abstract

Four species of scorpions belonging to the genus Chaerilus Simon, 1877 are registered from the Xizang (Tibet) Region
of China. We provide redescriptions for C. tessellatus Qi, Zhu & Lourenco, 2005 and C. triznai Kovaiik, 2000. We also
point out that C. pictus (Pocock, 1890) which was described by Qi, Zhu & Lourenco, 2005 was misidentified by those
authors. C. pictus (Pocock, 1890) is of doubtful distribution in China. In this paper we describe one new species to sci-
ence: Chaerilus conchiformus sp. nov. and provide an identification key to the Chinese species of Chaerilus.
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I ntroduction

According to the Fet et a.(2000), Kovarik (2000, 2005) and Qi, Zhu & Lourenco (2005), the monotypic fam-
ily Chaerilidae Pocock 1893 includes 21 species belonging to the genus Chaerilus Simon, 1877 (Fet, 2000;
Kovaiik 2000, 2005; Qi et al., 2005). This genus was originally described in the family Chactidae; subse-
quently it was separated into a subfamily Chaerilinae within the family luridae by Pocock (1893). Laurie
(1896) transferred the subfamily Chaerilinae to the family Buthidae. Finally, Kraepelin (1899) raised the
Chaerilinae to the rank of family. Vachon (1963, 1974) recognized that Chaerilus possesses unique cheliceral
dentition and trichobothrial patterns. For the family Chaerilidae, Vachon defined a Type B trichobothrial
arrangement, which differs from both the Buthidae which have a Type A and from all the other families which
present a Type C. Subsequent to all these decisions, both the family and the genus have occupied their present
taxonomic position (Fet & Soleglad, 2005; Prendini & Wheeler, 2005).

Until recently, Chinese species of this family have been poorly known. Up to now only three species have
been recorded: Chaerilus pictus Pocock, 1890, C. triznai Kovarik, 2000 and C. tessdllatus Qi, Zhu &
L ourenco, 2005, all of which are found exclusively in the Xizang (Tibet) region (Qi et al., 2005). We consider
that Chaerilus pictus (Pocock, 1890) is of doubtful distribution in China.

In the present paper, these species are re-described and illustrated on the basis of the type material, when
possible, or on new specimens collected in Xizang, China. Furthermore, the recent study of several scorpion
specimens also collected in Xizang, revea ed a new species, Chaerilus conchiformus sp. nov. Thisisthefourth
species of the genus Chaerilus to be recorded from China.
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