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Abstract

New species of Hydraenidae are described in the gémesthetopsNaterhouse (1)Pterosthetop$erkins (1)Paras-
thetopsPerkins & Balfour-Browne (13), arfddesocerationlanssens (24). New collecting locality data are given for the
following species described by Perkins & Balfour-Browne (199Rarasthetopsaeneus P. nigritus, P. spinipes P.

curidius Mesoceratiordistinctum M. rivulare, M. jucundum M. splendorumM. rubidum M. fuscicepsM. languidum

M. dissonumM. rufescensandM. brevigranum High resolution digital images of the holotypes of new species are pre-
sented (online version in color), and male genitalia are illustrated. Distribution maps are provided for all prosthetopine
species in the geneRrosthetopsPterosthetopsParasthetopsandMesoceration The following 39 new species are
described (type locality in South Africa unless otherwise givendsthetopgladiator (Eastern Cape Provinceummit

of Prentjiesberg)PterosthetophawequagWestern Cape Province, Hawaquas radio towRayasthetopsenefossus
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(Western Cape Province, Wiedouw farm),buunicornus(Lesotho: Drakensberg, Sani Pass Vall&)confluentus
(Eastern Cape Province, Little Karroo, Baviaanskloof N valleygmniscugLesotho: Drakensberg, Sani Pass Valley),
P. namibiensigNamibia: Windhoek, Eros Mt.R. pampinus(Western Cape Province, Dorps River into Prins Albert,
Swartbergpas)p. parallelus (Northern Cape Province, Richtersveld, Oemsbédtg)ropitius (Lesotho: Drakensberg,
Sani Pass Valley)P. retinaculus(Eastern Cape Province, Sundays River system, LetskRaagbastiani(Lesotho:
Drakensberg, Sani Pass Vallef),semiplanugEastern Cape Province, Sundays River system, LetskPaalyjatus
(Northern Cape Province, Namaqualand, Kamieskrd@rjnicornus(Eastern Cape Province, Naudes Nek, 12 miles
ENE Rhodes)Mesoceratiorbarriotum (Western Cape Province, Cape-Swartberg, Seweweekspoort Klbdf)cur-
vum (Eastern Cape Province, Wildebees Rivbt) bispinum(KwaZulu-Natal Province, Weza, Impetyene Forelst),
compressunfEastern Cape Province, S. coast, Dwesa forest resktvedncavumMpumalanga Province, Blyderiver
Canyon),M. curvosum(KwaZulu-Natal Province, Umtamvuna Rivel), disjunctum(Eastern Cape Province, Nature's
Valley Reserve)M. drakensbergensi@ esotho, Drakensberg, Sani Pass Vall®y)durabilis (Western Cape Province, 2
miles SW of Citrusdal)M. granulovestum(Western Cape Province, Cederberg, Eikenbodm)ncarinum (Lesotho,
Drakensberg, Sani Pass Vallely), integer(KwaZulu-Natal Province, Busheladi Stream on Lundy's Hill near Deepdale),
M. littlekarroo (Western Cape Province, Little Karroo, Rus-en-vredewatdrfipngipennis(Western Cape Province, W.
Wiedouw farm),M. maluti (Lesotho, Drakensberg, Sani Pass Vall&j)natalensis(KwaZulu-Natal Province, Umko-
maas River, where crossed by Himeville to Impendhle rdad)eriscopunmWestern Cape Province, Cederberg, Eiken-
boom),M. piceum(Western Cape Province, Cederberg, Eikenbobhjapidensis(Western Cape Province, S. W. Cape
Mts., Hawequas SEM. repandum(Western Cape Province, Cederberg, Eikenbodm)eticulatum (Western Cape
Province, Nuweberg Forest Statiol), semicarinulum(Western Cape Province, Groot Toren fari) tabulare (West-
ern Cape Province, Platteklip Gorge, north face of Table Mountdingmbrosum(Western Cape Province, Wiedouw
farm).

Key words: Coleoptera, Hydraenida@rosthetopaVaterhouseRterosthetop®erkins Parasthetop$erkins & Balfour-
Browne,Mesocerationlanssens, new species, Africa, aquatic insects, aquatic microhabitats, holotype digital images

Introduction

This is the seventh contribution in a series of papers revising afrotropical Hydraenidae. Previous papers have
included a general taxonomic work on the fauna of southern Africa (Perkins & Balfour-Browne 1994), a com-
prehensive morphological and systematic study of the family, including African taxa (Perkins 1997), and revi-
sionary studies of the genePneuminionPerkins (Perkins 2004aNucleotopsPerkins & Balfour-Browne
(Perkins 2004b)Discozantaenaerkins & Balfour-Browne (Perkins 2005a), aBdelometoponlanssens
(Perkins 2005b). The remaining revisionspPafrhydraenaOrchymont,Ochthebiud_each,Aulacochthebius
Kuwert, LimnebiusLeach andHydraenaKugelann are nearing completion. About 45,000 specimens have
been identified and databased, representing about 210 hydraenid species. Revisions will include digital
images of the holotypes of new species.

In this paper, new species are described in the gé&hresthetopdNaterhouse (1)Pterosthetop$erkins
(1), Parasthetop#$erkins & Balfour-Browne (13), aridesocerationlanssens (24). In addition, new collect-
ing locality data are given for the following species described by Perkins & Balfour-Browne (F284)s-
thetopsaeneusP. nigritus, P. spinipes P. curidius Mesocerationdistinctum M. rivulare, M. jucundum M.
splendorum M. rubidum M. fusciceps M. languidum M. dissonum M. rufescensand M. brevigranum
These four genera are now known from a total of 7,899 specimens, collected at about 422 localities/events.

Generic diagnoses and keys to the genera of Prosthetopinae are given in Perkins & Balfour-Browne
(1994) and Perkins (1997). The key characters distinguishing the desmmasthetopsand Mesoceration
deserve additional remarks because of the elytral morphology of some of the new species. Placing species in
one or the other of these two genera is readily apparent for 57 of the 64 known species: mevtdsersenf
ation have the eighth elytral interval carinate or tectiform, whereas in membBaradgthetopgshe eighth
interval is not raised.
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