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A new species of Bryophryne (Anura: Strabomantidae) from southern Peru
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Abstract

A new species of Bryophryne from southern Peru (Cusco Region) is described. Specimens were found in the leaf litter of
cloud forest at elevations of 2350-3215 m. The new species has a maximum snout-vent length of 21.9 mm in adult
females, 18.9 mm in adult males and is the smallest species of the genus. It lacks a tympanum and dentigerous processes
of vomers, has dorsolateral folds, and males without vocal slits and without nuptial pads. The new speciesis most similar
to B. bustamantei but differsin being smaller, having discontinuous dorsolateral folds, the males lacking vocal dlits, and
an overall darker ventral coloration. Bryophryne contains three species all of which lack atympanum. The deep valley of
the Rio Apurimac as adistributional barrier separating Phrynopus from Bryophryne is discussed.
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Resumen

Se describe una nueva especie de Bryophryne del sur de Perti (Regidn Cusco). Los especimenes fueron encontrados en la
hojarasca del bosque nublado a elevaciones entre 2350-3215 m. Lalongitud hocico-cloaca alcanzalos 21.9 mm en hem-
bras adultas y 18.9 mm en machos adultos, haciendo de esta la especie mas pequefia del género Bryophryne. Se caracter-
iza por la ausencia de timpano y procesos dentigeros vomerianos, la presencia de pliegues dorso-laterales, machos sin
aberturas vocales y sin ailmohadillas nupciales. La hueva especie es similar a B. bustamantei, pero difiere por su menor
tamafio, formairregular de los pliegues dorso-laterales, ausencia de aberturas vocales en los machos, y coloracion ventral
mas oscura. Lastres especies del género Bryophryne carecen de timpano. Discutimos larelevanciadel valle encafionado
del rio Apurimac como barrera geogréfica entre |os géneros Phrynopusy Bryophryne.
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I ntroduction

Several new species of strabomantid frogs have been described from southern Peru including species in the
genera Pristimantis and Phrynopus (Chaparro et al. 2007, Lehr 2007). Based on molecular genetic data
Hedges, Duellman & Heinicke (2008) allocated species of Phrynopus to five genera: Bryophryne Hedges,
Duellman & Heinicke, Lynchius Hedges, Duellman & Heinicke, Niceforonia Goin & Cochran, Phrynopus
Peters, and Psychrophynella Hedges, Duellman & Heinicke. De la Riva et al. (2008) resurrected Noblella
Barbour and recognized Phyllonastes Heyer asits junior synonym. All the above mentioned genera have lim-
ited distributions in the Andes often not exceeding the type locality and belong to the family Strabomantidae
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