
Accepted by M. Buffington: 31 Jan. 2007; published: 26 Mar. 2007  55

ZOOTAXA
ISSN 1175-5326  (print edition)

ISSN 1175-5334 (online edition)Copyright © 2007  ·  Magnolia Press

Zootaxa 1431: 55–63   (2007) 
www.mapress.com/zootaxa/

Lamnatibia, a new genus of the Polysphincta group of genera from Colombia 
(Hymenoptera: Ichneumonidae; Pimplinae)

EDGARD PALACIO1, ILARI E. SÄÄKSJÄRVI2 & VARPU VAHTERA3

1Cra 128B No.142D-87, Bogotá, Colombia. E-mail: parasitoideus@yahoo.com
2Department of Biology, Zoological Museum,University of Turku, FIN-20014 Turku, Finland. E-mail: ilari.saaksjarvi@utu.fi
3Department of Entomology, Zoological Museum/Finnish Museum of Natural History P.O.Box 26 (Teollisuuskatu 23) FI-00014 Uni-
versity of Helsinki, Finland. E-mail: varpu.vahtera@helsinki.fi

Abstract

A new genus and species of the Polysphincta group of genera (Hymenoptera: Ichneumonidae; Pimplinae), Lamnatibia
andina Palacio & Sääksjärvi, is described from the cloudforests of the Colombian Andes. The new genus can be easily
separated from other genera of the Polysphincta group by the specialized shape of the fore and middle femora, the pres-
ence of a thin, longitudinal ridge in the inner face of the fore and middle tibiae, and the combined absence of occipital
and epicnemial carinae. The new genus’s potential affinities with other genera of the Polysphincta group and its distribu-
tion are discussed. 

Key words: Colombia, Hymenoptera, Ichneumonidae, Lamnatibia, neotropics, new genus, new species, Pimplinae, phy-
logeny, South America, taxonomy

Resumen

Se describe un nuevo género y una nueva especie, Lamnatibia andina Palacio & Sääksjärvi, del grupo de géneros
Polysphincta (Hymenoptera: Ichneumonidae; Pimplinae), procedente de los bosques nublados de los Andes Colombi-
anos. El nuevo género puede separarse fácilmente de otros géneros del grupo Polysphincta por la forma especializada de
los fémures anteriores y medios, la presencia de una lamela traslúcida longitudinal en la cara interna de las tibias anterior
y media, y la ausencia combinada de carenas occipital y epicnemial. Se discute la distribución del nuevo género así como
las afinidades potenciales con otros miembros del grupo Polysphincta.

Introduction

The Pimplinae is one of the taxonomically best known ichneumonid subfamilies in tropical America espe-
cially due to the studies of Gauld (1991), Gauld et al. (1998) and Gauld et al. (2002a). However, recent inven-
tories in Colombia and Peru have shown that a considerable proportion of the tropical South American fauna
is still undescribed (Sääksjärvi et al. 2003; Sääksjärvi et al. 2004a). Some of the new forms found in tropical
America have yielded to the description of new genera (Sääksjärvi et al. 2003) or to the redefinition of the
limits of previously described ones (see Gauld & Dubois 2006). This panorama suggests that the generic com-
position of the subfamily in the neotropics is far from being known. 

Porter (1980) recognizes three major centres of diversity for Latin American Ichneumonidae: 1) the Ama-
zonian forests, 2) the Mesoamerican wet forests and 3) the Andean cloudforests. As per the inventories in
Costa Rica (Gauld 1991) and Peru (Sääksjärvi et al. 2004b) have shown, this appears to be the case for Pim-


