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Checklist of digenean parasites of birdsrbom Argentina
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Abstract

Helminth parasites bhirds have been studid in Argentira for almost o centuy. Survey work on this group of para-

sites is far from completélere we preserd checklist thasummarizes thdiversity of digeneans of birdom Argen-

tina, each account isased on a literature search and gives, for each digenean species, their hosts, site of infection,
localities, life cycle if known, ard colledion number of types where they are housed. Monedveresens a list of bird

hoss with their digeneamarasites and a list of intermediate ho$tsdate, 95 digenean species have been reported; of
which 27 specieq29%) wee new b science.These reports include 2 species of Brachylaimgide@linostomoideas
Cyclocoeloidea, 3 Dicrocoelioidea, 21 Diplostomoidea, 26 Echinostomatoideayrio@lyalloidealO Microphalloidea,

12 Opisthachioidea 1 Paramphistomoidea, 8 Pronocephaloidea, 2 Schistosomatoatiéd snylotrematoideaA total

of 60 wild and domestic species of bifisve been reported as natural hosts of digeneangjentina and 5 species as
experimental hosts.
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Introduction

Argentina possesses a higvariety of ecosystems, inctling 18 diferent eoclogica regions. Within the
aquatic ecosystems, thereare numeras rivers, lakeslagoons am 3500 Km ofcoastlinestretching alonghe
Southwestar Atlantic. Theg ecosystems are inhalitédy almost1000 bird species, several of wihiare
endemic (Di Giacomo, 2005).

Digeneas are thenost dundant platyhelnnithsand asadults they inhlait almost all egansof birds The
first species of this grqureported from Argentinean bils wa Prosthogonimus ovatu@Rudolphi, 1803)
found in eggsof Gallus gallus domesticugL.) by Wolffhtigel in 1909followed by Cyclocoelum(Cyclocoe-
lum) mutabike (Zede, 1800) found inair sacs ofulica sp. by Lahille in 1918. Howevelothar Szidat was
largely regponsible for inagurating the sidy of helminths in Agentina Between the 950°s anl 1960 she
publishel 11 papersaboutdigeneans frm birds. Shce hen many wdks havebeen doe, howeer, most of
the pulished literatire has focusedmtwo major areas, parasitedifistories and teonony.

This chedlist resumes the diversity of digenean of birds fom Argentina as reported in the literatue and
includesinformation on each denean species, their hgstide ofinfection, localities, lifecycle if known, ad
collection numbe of typeswhere thg are foused. Moreowe it presets a lig of bird hosts wih theirdigenean
parasits and a list of itermediatehosts.
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