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Calcareous sponges (Porifera, Calcaa) rom Ilha Grande Bay, Brazil, with
descriptions of three new species
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Abstract

This is thefirst surveillance of calcareous sponges (Porjf€alcarea) frm llha Grance Bay in the Southwest coast of
Rio de JaneiroBrazil. Two islands were surveyedandthe desciption of the calcareous sponges collectedrésented
here A total of 98 specimenwere collected, fronfive species Clathrina aspina hasits gegraphic distribution
exterded tothe Sout of Rio de Janeio state;Sycettusaf. hadifera, aspecies frm the Red Sea, and previously cited to
the North é Rio de Janeio state, was now fourid Ilha Grande Bay; ttee new specigto science & being described
here:Clathrina argraensissp nov., Leucandra saratasp. nov., andParaleucillaperlucida sp nov.
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Introduction

Studies on calcarags ponges from the Brazilian coast started in the nineteemifurgewith the collectios
made ly the HMS “Alert” (Ridley 1831) and the “Challenger” (Poléjdf 1883), anl with the works of
Haeckel (1872) and Cart¢1890). Sine then, severabther stidies have been pblished (Boojevic 1971,
Borojevic & Pekinho 197, Mothes de Moraes 198Muricy et al. 1991, Solé-Cavat al. 1991, Muricy et al
1993, Klauta etal. 1994 Mothes& Lerner 1994, Muricy & Moraes 1998Viuricy & Silva 1999 Klautau&
Borojevic 2001, Klautau &Valentine 23, Monteiro & Muricy 2004, Klautau et al. 2004 Vilanovaet al.
2004, Rosskt al. 2006). Although the number of phlications has increasediely are cacentrated onhe
Southeasternral Northeastern rgions. In the Southeast, thewere bcusedon the North of the Rio de Janeiro
state.

The llhaGrande Bay is a tge aredocated in the Sath of Rio deJaneiro state, Brazil (2323 40°Slati-
tude and 4%4-44 4°W longitude). It is daracterized by a system of estuarind aligotrophic waters, wh a
significant diversity of marine ecosystemsuch as rocky shores, istiy mangroves and sady beaches. fie
weather is hot, tqgical and lumid, with average awal tenperatre of 22.5° C, ard water temperature vary-
ing between 18 C and 24° C (Belo et al. 2002).The region is relatively well preserved till with the renain-
ders of he insular Atlantic Forest, dnis considered a pority area br conservation (Belcet al 2002).
Regardless oits importance, very fe studies on the marine invertebrate fatinahis baywere onducted,
and sponges are anong the lesser stlied organisns (Casto et al. 1999 Mayer-Pinto et al. 200Q Mayer-Pinto
& Junqueira 2003Paula & Creed 2004).0 date, mly one article was pulished on this gbject (Vilanova et
al. 2004). The presentork aims b startfilling the gap in the kowledge on calcareous spgesof the South
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