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A new species oRhodania Goux (Hemiptera, Coccoidea, Pseudococcidae) and
newrecords of two other mealybug speciesdm Iran
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Abstract

Three mealybugspeciefRhodania aelopi sp. nov., Spilococaus ahagii (Hall) andEurycoccus tamariscuéilliams are
discussed and recorddidom Iran for the first tim&hodania aelapi was collected on thgrassAleuropussp. in suga-
cane fields, an®. ahagi, a species already known from other counsi@ the Middle East is redescribed from speci-
mens collected in Iran There isconsiderable variationn the taxonomic character$f ahagii in all the material
studied
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Introduction

The mealylug species discusdebelow have beertollected recenytin Iran Rhodania aelopi is a new spe-
cies ofRhodaniaGoux, a Palaearctic geng known only from grassesAlthough it was collectd on the grass
genusAeluropus, this was growingn sugarcanefields, and the mealybg is describedhere in case it isound
to also infest sgarcane. Another peciesspilococcushagii (Hall), isapparently polyphagous and is known
already from other countries in the Midle Eastbut it is reportedhere fa the first time from Irandiziphus
sp. This mealbug has also been intercepted in South Korea amggranafeunica granatm , from Iran but,
despite a search for the species in fh@megranate-growig areas i Iran, it has not beendund. The charac-
ters of S. alhagiishowv wide variatian in all the materialexamined. A lectotype & alhagiiis designatd from
specimens collectedn Egypt and the sgecies sredescribed ard illustrated from specimens collected n Iran to
show differences from Egyptian material alrely illustrated in Ezzat (196). A further speci&sjryaccus
tamariscus Williams, previousy knownonly from Pakistan oniTamarix ghylla andT. indica is recordel now

on Tamarix sp. from Iran for the fir st time.

M ethods

The descriptbns and records are basé on slide-mainted specimens usg the methods described I Williams
& Granara de Willink (1992) and the terms used in thdescriptions are the same as those usedhitliams
(2004) Body measrementsare given in millimetres (mm)and measrementsof all other characters aregiven
in microns(um). Eachillustration shows the dorsum orthe left and the verier on the right with enlargements
of important characters aroud the edjes These alargemetsare not drawn to scale.
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