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Surveys for natural enemies of the tomated spider mg¢ Tetranychus evansi
(Acari: Tetranychidae) in northeastern and southeastern Brazil
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Abstract

Surveys for predaterof the tomato redpidermite Tetranychus evarisBake & Pritchardon solanaceous plants were
carriedout in north-eastern and south-eas®razil to determine prospec#species fothe control of the pasn Africa.
Surveyswere carried outm areas identifid asclimatically similar to regiosin Africa wheeT. evanshas beemepated

as a pest ahwhere prospective natal enenies may beritroduced A total of 56,445 mites and insects wefound in
330 samples collected from 2(fdrent specigof solanaceous plant®etranychus evansvasfound in only three san-
ples, onSolanum americanum Mill. and Lycopersicon esculentuMill. . A total of 5,023 speciens of predatory mites,
of atleast 44 speciesand 494 specimens of acarophagous insettd, least three speciesre collectedThe predomi-
nant predatory mites we (in deceasing oder): Phybseius glianensis DelLeon,Pronematus ubiquitugMcGrego},
Asca sp.,Paraphytoseius reentalis (NarayananKaur & Ghai),Phytoseus woalburyii Del.eon,Amblyseius compositus
Denmak & Muma,Homegronematis anconai (Baker), Neoparaphytoseius saretamus (El-Banhawy) Cunaxoidesp.,
Typhlodomus paraevectuMoraes & McMutry, Typhlodromalus peegrinus (Muma) andPhytoseius cismontanus
DelLeon. Howeve no predator mites wee found in association withl. evansi Among the insects, although rbie
most abundan®ethorus trides Gordon seemed tbe most promising, ag iwvas found associatedavith T. evansiin all
sampledn which the latter was founéreltiella sp was the most abundant acarophagous insect found, but it was never
found associatedith the pest.
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Introduction

Tetranychus evan®aker & Pritchad is a seriots pestof tomatoes andarious other cultivattSolanaceae in
Africa (Knappet al 2003 Saunyama & Kngp2003). Althoudn most comma on solanaceous planis has
alsobeen reportal on plaits of other families (Blair 1983; Moraeset d. 1987; Bollad et al. 1998).
Tetranychus ewans most probably originated inSouth America ah was accidentaly introduced into
Africa (Gutierrez & Etiene 1986). Seating for naural enemiesis®ciated with thepest in the area of origin
for introduction asbiocontmol agents in Africa seesto be promisirg. Similar introductions havbeen suc-
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