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Miroblatta baai a new very large cockoach speciesrbm caves of Borneo
(Blattaria: Blaberidae)
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UMR 2202 CNRS Département Systématigie etEvolution, CP ®, Muséummnational d'Histoire raturell e, 45, rue Buffan, 75005 Paris,
France

Abstract

A new speciesfahe genudviroblatta Shelford, 1906 is described from cawéBorneo in East Kalimantaindonesia.

This new specied. baai sp. nov., is similar to the epigean spegM. petrophila Shelbrd, 1906 alsofound in Borneo.

It differs by a larger adut size longer legs, shortewings, longe pronotum showing remarkable ceral bulbousstruc-

ture, lightercolouration and genitamorphology (especially sclerite L1 shape). The ggémnorphologyas well as mor-
phological evidence foovovivipaity corfirm that the genus belongs to the family Bladee, subfamilyEpilamprinae.
Contrary to its epigean relatiid. petophila, this new species has been found exclusively in karstic caves of the same
undeground river system and these ocences as well asalglongated legs and reduced eyes allow one to assume that
thisis a truly troglobitic species, so far the first one recordetd famil Blaberidae.
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Introduction

The gemis Miroblatta was describedybR. Shelfod (1906) © include ae speciesM. petophila Shdford,
1906, describel in the same paper fro Borneo (forest of Maunt Santbong 760 m). The remdable mor-
phology of this species has puzzleskonomistsfor decadesBecause thispeciesshowed a uosual combina-
tion of characters, namglunarmed psterior fenora, hind wings not blded fan-like and a female subgenital
plate without valvulagthe genusvas placed successivelythe family Blattdae (Shelérd 1906) and then in
the family Polyphagidae (Hanitdt1923; Hebard 1992; Bruijning 1948). Chopard (1919) describanother
speciesn the genuslater transfered to the genusErgaula Walker, 1868 (Princis 183). In the course of a
revision of the family Polyphagiae (Gradcolas1994, 1096), theauthor re-examirgethe morptology of M.
petophila, including the malerad femalegenital parts and found that the gaus Miroblattaactually belogs
to the family Blaberidae (Grandcolas 1993). M. petophila was assessetb fit the defnition of the famly
Blaberidae, also with respect to morphologicatience ér ovoviviparity (Roth 1970).

Recent, seseral specimens resemtwi M. petophila were captured in cages ofthe Baai underground
river system in EastKalimantan Bornen. These specimensawed to hae distinctive charactersand desere
the description of a new species. The motpby as well as théistribution and habitat of this adlitional spe-
ciesare disassed in view oftie previous results obtaidevith M. petophila.

Mir oblatta baai Grandcolas, hew species
(Figs. 1-9)

Diagnosis Miroblatta baaiis similar to Miroblatta perophila Shelford, 196 but can be distinguished by
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