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Echiniscus quitensisa new species of tardigraderbm Ecuador (Hete otar-
digrada: Echiniscidae)

GIOVANNI PILATO
Dipartimenrto di Biologia Animale“ Marcello La Grec” Universta di Catania, Via Androne 81, 95124 Catania, Italy.

Abstract

A new speciesf tardigrade Echiniscus gitensis sp. n., is describd. The third unpairal plate isabsent bt the core-

spondiry area is sculptured; terminal plate unfaceted; cifus the only trunk appendage present; thecaldr plates
have small dotgoined to one another by vetlin gripes dfficult to see, andight points; tle anteriorportion of the
paired platedl and Ill, the anterio portion of the median plate 2 and tbarea caresponding to the median E®& have

only large polygonal dots. Internal claws with a spuEchiniscus quitensisp. n. differs from E. rufoviridisin lacking a
delimited third median péte, in havingthe termind plate unfacetedshorter clawsa spur orthe internal claws ahin

some characteristic of the plate ornamentation. The new species Eméay o E. charruabut it differs from it in
some characteristics of the plate ornamentation.
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Introduction

Some years agdV. Maucci kindly set me a slile with one specimen labelld=chiniscus ufoviridis du Bois-
Reymad Marcus 1944 oollected in Ecuador (Qito). | studia this specimen iad | noted that it cannotbe
attributed to E. rufoviridis but b a new specielere describedral namedechiniscusquitensissp. n.

M aterials, methods and type repository

Besides the holotype depositim the collection of Binda and Pilato (Museumof the Dgpartmentof Animal
Biology, University of Catania, Italy) 37 specimens are depositextlie collection of Maucci (Museo Civico
di Stoiia Naturale diVerona, taly) colected in the same ldéty and in two diferentlocdities of Ecuade:
Ibarra (7 specimens) and PaflaVirgen (1 pecimen) n March 188.
The specimens, mounted in polyvinyl lactophenol, were observed up to maximum magnification using a
phase contrast microscope.
Holotype and tw paratypes of the negpecies werecompare with the orginal descriptionof Echiniscus
rufoviridis du Bois-Reymond Marcy4944 anl with five paratypes ©E. charrua Claps & R0ssi,1997 kindly
sentby these authors to enhi¢he collectbn of Binda & Pilato.
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