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Abstract

A new harpactorine assassin b8ghedanol estes albipil osus, is described on #basisof fresh pecimensollected flom

Ishig&ki-jimaand Iriomote-jima Islands of thRyukyu Islards, Japanand from the Island of Taiwan. This pecies difers
from its closest retive, S subtilis (Jakarlev, 1893) known from mainland Ching in having a smalle body, the fourth

antennhsegment distinctly longer than the third, and a damgitudinal stripe on each side of the abdonttabitat and
adult seasa of this species areotably limited in theRyukyu Islards.
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Introduction

Sphedanlestestal, 186 is one of the laeg generan the reduvid stbfamily Hampactorinae; he gens con-
tains more than 18@escriba@ species, iad is distrbuted n the Ehiopian, Palearctic, and Oriental regions,
including New Guinea (Maldhad Capriles 190). Although the gews itsef has a widedistributional range,
most species are limifdén the trgical and sbtropical regionsin East Asiaonly 15 species argo far known
(Putshkow& Putshkov 1996; Caf Yang2002;Caietal. 2004). Amog them,Sphedanolestes imgessicollis
Stal, 1867, the type species of thgerus, is the soleepresentatie known from Japan and éHisland of Tai-
wan; it has ot been recoded from the Ryukyu Islands up to the present.

Besidesa few old specimens inup collection from Japa, since tle 1990s anundescribed species of
Sphedanlesteshas been fouhoccasionally from Ishigaki-jima and Iriomote-jima Islamafsthe Ryukyu
Islandsand the Isand of Taiwan. Inteestingly, the habitat of this species seems to be limited @nsiderably in
these islandsard the adilts were collected only in a short patisom May to dine.

In the preseat pape, we describe it as a new memioéthe genus Sohedanolesteswith brief notes on its
biology.

Materials and methods

Male genitalia were sé&ad in hot 10% KOH solutia for about five miutes then the erdosona was pulled
out of he phallosoma wih fine forceps. After bservation, tk genitalia wee preservedn a small glass vial
with glycerin. Morphological obsewration and drawing wee mack under a stem@scqic microscope (Olympus
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