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itoi (Tsurusaki, 1980) (Tardigrada: Eutardigrada: Hypsibiidae)
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Abstract

Thulinius itoi comb. nov. described by Nobuo Tsurusaki in 1980 as Hypsibius (Isohypsibius) itoi
from interstitial habitat in Japan and transferred to the genus Isohypsibius by Ramazzotti and
Maucci (1983) is re-examined and transferred to the genus Thulinius based on the morphology of
bucco-pharyngeal apparatus.
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Introduction

The genus Thulinia was established by Bertolani in 1981 and later renamed on Thulinius
(Bertolani 2003). This genus is very similar to the genus Pseudobiotus and some confusion
has been present in the literature some time ago. The genus Thulinius differs from the
genus Pseudobiotus mainly by the presence of 12 instead of 30 peribuccal lamellae (see
e.g. Nelson et al. 1999 and Bertolani 2003)

Hypsibius (Isohypsibius) itoi Tsurusaki, 1980 was described from interstitial habitat of
a beach in Ishikari on the Japan Sea coast of Hokkaido (northern Japan). Ramazzotti and
Maucci (1983) transferred the species to the genus Isohypsibius (based on drawings of the
claw shape). In this paper we re-examine 4 paratypes of |. itoi and propose the new taxo-
nomic position for this species.
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