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Abstract

A new species of Ptychoptera Meigen (Diptera: Ptychopteridae) is described from cloud forest in
southern Mexico, representing the first definitive record of the family in the Neotropical Region.
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Introduction

Field work during 2003 in cloud forest of the Sierra Madre, a mountain range in the
Chiapas Province of southern Mexico, revealed a new species of Ptychoptera Meigen
(Diptera: Ptychopteridae). This work was conducted as part of a joint program involving
entomologists from Mexico, Spain, and Scotland, who were studying the ecology and
biodiversity of scarabaeoid Coleoptera and various families of Diptera. The
Ptychopteridae were not previously known from the Neotropical Region (Papavero 1967).
The family occurs in the Palaearctic (30 species), Nearctic (12 species), Afrotropical (9
species), and Oriental (15 species) regions of the world and has been well defined
morphologically by Alexander (1981). The only summary at the family level, on a world
scale, is given by Alexander (1927). The putative existence of an undescribed species of
Ptychopteridae from southern South America (Alexander 1920, 1927) has been traced to
two sources mentioning the family. The first of these refers to the genus Ptychoptera
occurring in Argentina (Weyenbergh in Napp 1876) as part of a general listing of that
country’s natural resources. The second is by Osten-Sacken (1878) who reported that there


