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Martensopodagen. na. from southern Indian mountain ranges,
the first genus of huntsman spiders with a cymbial spur
(Araneae: Sparassidae: Heteopodinae)

PETER JAGER
Reseach Institute Senckenberg, Seckenberganlage 25, D-60325 Frankfurt am Main, Germany.

Abstract

The gemis Martensopoda gen. rov. is establishedor two species from Sdh India with distinct
and apomorplgifeatures irtheir copulatoy organs. A cynbial spu in the male copulatory mans
is reported the first time in the Sparassidae. The embolus“eamique to Heteropodinae — is
orienta transversally to the plane of théveolus. Femies exhilit spirally coiled copuatory
operings similar to thse of Spariolerus, bu with a poderior pi at the median septum é@mvith
laterd loops of tle internal duct systemMartensopda transversasp. nov. is descited from
CardamorHills in KeralaState (malefemale),Martensgoda minuscula(Reimoser 1934) aub.
nov. is known only from females and is recorded from Palni Hitenil NaduState.
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Introduction

For a long time, thgenusHetaopodalL atreille 1804 was used similar © the geng Olios
Walckenaer 837 — as a kinl of a wase basket for placig newly described speciesf
Sparassiae. Although the gems seems to be spese in Asia and Australia vitabaut
180 nominalspecies preswly assiqied, ®me of them have gparenty been misplaatin
formertimes While most of tle descrbed genera in theubfamily Heteropdinae Thorell
1873 exhibit clea diagnostic charactersore species were knomonly fromone sex and
could not readily be assigng to anyknown gerus. This was tle ca® for Hetaopoda
minusculaReinoser 1934. Inthe original publication theepigynewas figured upside-
down; that did notease cogtion that his species does certdy not belorg to
Hetaopoda
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