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On the family Fissiphalliidae Martens, 1988, with descriptions of
two new Amazonian species (Arachnida: Opiliones: Laniat@s)
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Abstract

Two new specis of Brazilian Fissiphalliidae are describddssphallius chicoin. sp. from Paa
State Gurupa municipalit, whitewater floodplains (varzea), afdssiphalius tucupin. sp. from
Amazona State, Castanhmunicipality (patovazea). The numbieof speciedor thisfamily in the
Amazon rainforest increases froome to three. The twoew species are closely related to
Fisgphdlius matensi Pinto-da-Rocha, 200#om AmazonasState, Manaus. Fissiphalliidaand
Zalmoxidae show remarkable similaritsgn somaic and geital morpholog. Fissiphdiidae is kept
as a family on the basis of its particular shafpia® stragulum, but thisharacteshout be tesgd in
aphylogenetic framework. A futemphylogenet analysisshould determing iFisgphallidae is in
factthe siste group of Zalmoxidae, or just junior syronym. A key for identificatian, a distribution
map, ad notes onthe distribuion of thesix specis of Fissiphallidee and the biology of the
Amazonia speces ae given.
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Introduction

Our knowledge of te diversiy, phylogeny ard distribution of arganisms in Amazonia is
gill in its infancy (Siva et al. 2005). There are still tge areas not yetisited by
specidists (Nelsm et al. 1990, Ora & Albuquerque 1991) and several zoological groups
in Amazonia have at yet been sidied. Somegroups of aimals were stdied by early
naturalist explorers, but most of them were analyzeatktupoor technical onditions and
then classifid unde obsolete gstems (see @hha 1991; Papaveroet al. 2002a, 2002,
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