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Five new speciesfaProtimesiusfrom Brazil (Opiliones: Stygnidae)
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Abstract

Five new species of the harvestmen gdPnatimesiusRoewe, 1913 are described fromrd&il: P.
foliadereis n. sp. (type-locality: Jurtena, Mato Grosso),P. junina n. sp. (type-locdity: Gruta
Califérnia, Pau BrasiBahia) P.cirio n. 9. (type-locality: Ananindeua, Pard). boimbumban. sp.
ard P. carnavaln. sp. (type-lacality for both: RioMoa, ParquéNacional da Serra do Divis@Acre).
P. apiacasPinto-daRocha, 2000 isecordedrom RondoniaState (Brazil) for tle first time.
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Introduction

The harvestmen famil$tygnidae comprise$8 speciedlistributed in central to northern
South America ad Lesse Antilles (Pinto-da-Rocha B¥, 2000; Villarreal-Manzanilla
2004;Villarreal-Manzanilla & Rodrigue2004). Protimesits Roewe, 1913 belongs to the
subfamily Stygninae, which was hithertcomposed of elevespecis (Pinto-da-Rocha
1997, 2®@O) distributed from northeastern and herh Brazil to the Perwian Amazonian
region, French Guiana and @®inam. Most previously known species (and the herein
describel ones) were recordedon tropical ramn forests (Amaanian and Atlantic) and
rarely fom the Bradian savannacgrrado). The genus is characterized by:rg@abody
size and log legs pedipalps abut four times longer thathe dorsd saute, two long spines
on area |] prosoma witbut a spinea well-developed tarsal process, and setaeket&on
pedipalpal tibia bifil (Pinto-da-Rocha 197). Protimesus is consideredas he siste-group
of Pickeliana Mello-Leitdo, B32 o the basis of its very lanpedipalpalpatella and
scqula on the legs (Ato-da-Rota 1997).

In this paper five new speciesof Protimesus aredescribel from Brazil andP. apiacas
Pinto-da-Rocha, 20 is recordeddr the first time fom the Rodmia State in Brazil.
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