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Torpedo formosasp. nov., a new species of electric ray
(Chondrichthyes: Torpediniformes: Torpedinidae) from Taiwan
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Pacific Shark Research Center, Moss Landing Marine Laboratories, 8272 Moss Landing Road, Moss Landing,
CA 95039.

Abstract

A new specie®f torpedo rg, Torpedo formosasp. nov., is described fnm specimens collected
from northeastermaiwan. The new species iplaced n the subgers Tetronarce basedon a
uniform purplish desal colgation and the absence of papillaeund the spiracledt is distinct
from the sympatic T. tokionis the only othe known Torpedo(Tetronarce) species frm the western
North Pacific, by a disc that is wider tihbong, a shaer tail, a geater nmber d spiral valve urns,
and its dorslacoloration. t has been misidentified ds nobiliama, bu is distinguished from it by
having longer snait ard spiracle lenghts, a lower veatebral ount, and a cadal fin height that is
greater than #hdistance fronthe first dorsal origirto the cauda fin origin. This nev speciesat
present,$ known only from the northeast coastTdiwan between Keelung and Suao primarily at
depthsof less tha 300m.
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Introduction

The gews TorpedoDuméril, 186, consists of 2valid gecies, two dbious gecies and
possibly tree undescribed species ¢@pagro, 2005). Two sulgenera are gerally
recognized Torpedo Duméril, 1806 andetronarce Gill, 1862. The subgenuketronarce,
with 10 valid species, canbe distinguished fom Torpedo by the absence of papillae
around the giracles ad a uniformly drab often dak brown to purplish-blak dorsal
coloration (FraseBrunne, 1949; Stehmann & Birkel, 1984; Carvaitet al, 2002). In
addition, tle Tetronarce terd to occur primarily on catinental slopes and auod oceanic
islands (Compagno, 2005). Tleosembers of the subgenilierpedo, by contrast, have
papillae around the spiracles, are often ornately colored on their dotgéce and are
usually fourd on continental shelves (Carvad et al, 2002).
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