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Pyrgopsella(Cirripedia: Balanomorpha: Pyrgomatidae)
Is nat a spage-inhabiting barnacle
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Abstract

A new species oforal-inhabiting barnacJePyrgopsela youngj is descibed It was fourd in a

colony of tke coral Synphyllia radians Milne Edwards & Haime, 1848om Sulawesi, Indonesia.

The barnacles were suspended in the coral tissue and were easily detached. A unique feature of
Pyrgopsellais its membranous basist; P. youngi the calcareous basis is reddde a vestig by

which the barnaelis attached to #hcoral Pyrgopsellahas been regded asa genus of sponge-
inhabiting barnaclethus unique in th otherwise coral-associatedamily Pyrgomatidae, but our
findings corfirm that this gerustoo conprises oral-inhabiting barnaclesWe proposeanewgenus,
Pyrgospangia, to accommodate the sponigabiting banacle aiginally described aPyrgopsella

stellula Rosell 1973. The relationships & both Pyrgopsella and Pyrgosmngia within the
Pyrogomatidae are discussed.
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Introduction

Coral-inhabiting barnacles ofhe family Pyrgomatidae areobligatory symbions of
scleractnian corals,hydrocorals and spongeBhe shellof these barnactes composeaf
eitherfour or two calcareous wall plates or a unified caloaseshellwall and abasis. The
shell wall isflat to low conical ad projects abve the lost corals surface. Théasis is
usually cup-shapor tubular, tapering and usualy embeddd deeply in the coral skeleton.
The presence @ fully calcified basis is ae of thedominart features of he pyrgomatids,
exceptin Pyrgopsella(the unique genus dfie trbe Pyrgopsellini), witha nearly atirely
membranous basis, ard the memlars of the tribe Haekini, in which the wall i s separated
from the calcified partof the basisby a narrow membnaous zone.

Gruvel (1906; 197) found inthe mllections ofthe Indian Museum in Calcuttséhree
specimas of a pygomatd barnacle dredgel from a dgth of 90 m in the Amaman
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