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Description of Haploblepharus kisthasamyia new catshark
(Chondrichthyes: Scyliorhinidae) from South Africa

BRETTA. HUMAN' & LEONARD J.V. COMPAGNO?

Shark Reseech Cantre, South African Museum|ziko - Museumsf Cape Town, PO Box 61 Cape Town 8000,
South Arica

'current address:27 Southern Ave, WestBead SA 5024, Austrlia.

Abstract

A new species of catsharkiaploblepharus kistnasamyisp. nov. (Class Chadrichthyes, @der

Carcharhiniformes, Family Scyliorhinidae) is desaditieom kwaZuluNatal, South Africa. The
type seies includes the holype, RUSI 3835, and two parages RUS 6075 and RUSI 607.

This speciesvas previouslyrecognised aa variart of H. edwadsii (Schinz 1822), which occsi
along the southern coast of South Africa. The colour pattetd. kisthasamyis superficially
similar toH. edwadsii although distinct; howeve H. kisthasamyis distinguished from b&lother
Haploblepharusin having a stockiebuild compaed to its congens, a less depresdéheal and

trunk, and a comprees caudal peduncle
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Introduction

ThegenusHaploblepharusarman 1913 is alittle known group of smallé medium-sized
catsharks (famyl Scyliorhinidae Gill 188) endemg to southen Africa and rangirg along
the coasts of Namibia drsouth Africa.

Three species dflaploblephars are currently remgnisal (Human, 2003 in prep.), H.
edwaddi (Schinz1822),H. pictus(Mduller & Henle 1838), andH. fuscus Smith 1950.
Speciesidentification of this group hadpeen historicallyproblematicand stems fnm the
use of colour patterns ad poor mophological taracters ingecies identificatiorkeys.

Under the name of H. edwadsii, Bass et al (1975) illustrated a female
Haploblepharusspecimen taken dm kwaZulu-Nata)] South Africa, that thereferred to
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