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A new species of Semaphe geckoPristurus
(Squamata: Gekkonidae) fom Mauretania,
represents a 4700km range extension for genus

PHILIPPE GENIEZ & E. NICHOLAS ARNOLD?

Laboratoire deBiogéographie etEcologie des\ertéorés EPHE UM2, ccH, F-34095 Montpellier-cedex5,
France

2Department of Zology, Natural History Museum, Cromwell Rad, London SA7 5BD U.K.

Abstract

A new Semaphore geckBristurus adraenss, is deseibed from the Adrar Atar region of central
Mauritania. Itis most closely retad to the geographidly nearest memberfothe genuspP.
flavipunctdus of northeastAfrica and southwest Arabid@. adrarensisshows an 18% divergence
from this species imitochondrial DNA (cytochrome b) and also differsin being smalle, more
depressed and more slendeith the dorsal crest of enlarged scales on the tail not extending
forwards beyondhe vent The localities ofthe new spdeslie 4700kmwed of the previously
known distribution of Pristurus and the phylogenetic topology of the gerus indicates that it
representa westward range extensiomhe degree of genetic divgen® suggest P. adrarensis
sepaated fom P. flavipunctatus asmuchas seven million years ago.
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Introduction

Semaplore geclos (Pristurug are distinctive ammy Geklonidae n being largely durnal
(ARNOLD 1986a, 198) with rounded ppils, or ones Hlat areseondarily capale of
closing to a vertical slit buliack the notted edjes ypical of most other gékonids; thetail

is unique amag geckos in beig lateraly compressed at least in males,hndt sajittal
fringe of elongated scaleshd@ genus is @resatted by about 2&nown species (Arnold,
1986a, 1990, 199Xluge, 1991 Roésle and Wranik, 1999), which are distributed in
Northeast Africa ad Southwest Asia. Morepecifically, the gernus is known to occufin
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