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A new species oAmphimedn (Porifera, Demospongiae,
Haplosclerida, Niphatidae) fom the Capricorn-Bunker Group of
Islands, Great Barrier Reef, Australia: target species for the
‘sponge genome poject’
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Abstract

A new niphatid derosponge, Amphimedon queenslandica sp.nov., is described from Heron and
One Tree Islands, souther Great Barrie Reef Queensland, AustralidThe new speciess of
particular significane as it s currentlythe subject of tle first sponge genome project. The species
is characterized within the globally distributed gefumphimedorby its distinctive blue-green
colou, and the combinatiof encusting-lobate growth fon, sponginrich spiculofibres and
feeble spic# size The new speciess compared and contrasted lviknown or suspected
Amphimedon species of Australia and adjaceetritories of Papua New Guineldew Caledonia
and Indonesk
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Introduction

The genus Amphimedn is a moderately abundargroup of demosponges with
approximate} 50 valid specieglescribel so far in the literaturédDesqugroux-Falrdez &
Valentine, 2002; Heljn& Van Soest2005 see also th&Vorld List of Extant Porifera
(http://www.vliz.be/vmddataporifera/)), althogh urdoubtedly mag more awaiting
discovey and description (e.g. QM collectios, I undesciied species)Species are
predomhantly shallow-wate, known from most sea from the CaribbeanSouth Atlantic,
Indo-wed Pacific to Antarctica Within the Australian, Papua New Guinea, New
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