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Redescription of Culex (Culex) brethesiDyar, 1919
(Diptera: Culicidae)

ROSSI, GUSAVO C.
Cento de Estdios Pamsitologicos y déveciores(CEPAVE) 2N° 584, B1902CHK La Plata Argentina.

Abstract

Culex(Culex brethesiDyar is rederibed in theadult, pupalandfourth-instars larvaand the male

genitalia. Tke pape includes &ailable informationon the taxaomy anddistribution of the species.

The taxonomy andientification d Cx. brethesi are reviewed in light of atent knowledge of the
subgenus Culex
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Introduction

Culex (CulexX brethes was name by Dyar (1919)basedon the male genitalia of Culex
lynchii Bréthés, 1912 (illustrated byrBthés 1916), a junio synonym ofAecdks crinifer
(Theobald, 198). The first brief descrippn of the speciesappearedn Dyar (1928).
Edwards (192) listed brethe$ in the salinarius-apicinus secton and suggested the
possibility that it was the same speciesown asCx. dolosus(Lynch Arribalzaga, 189).
Culex krethesiwas synonymized wittCx. inflictus Theobald, 1901 by Lane (1953),
without explanation. Duret @63) mentionedhe presence, in his collection, dfetfirst
known male ofCx. brethesi from Buenos Aires wince Badimann and Casal (196
compared he genitlia of Cx. brethesiwith those of Cx. inflictus and stated that Duret
(1953) validated this sgonymy of hesenominal species Yy Lane (953) Duret (1953)
howeve, did not mentin this. Bachmann iad Casal (198) also preseted a brief
description of the pupal and larval stageBorattin (1965) followed Bachman and Casals
description of the pupa am larva, aml misunderstod the descriptin of the alults
characterized as "tromba esaurd’, "tergites abdominais escuros com faixas basais de
escamabrancas", ad “ditistilo com fina anelgaona extremilade distal”. The desgtion

of Culexbrethed by Bram (1967), 1ad the characters used taléntify this species in his
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