Zootaxa 1308: 49-62 (2006) ISSN 11755326 (print edition)

WWW.mapress.cormootaxal ZO OTAXA @)

Copyright © 2006 Magnolia Press ISSN1175-5334 (online edition)

The tadpole ofChaunus dorbignyi(Dumeéril & Bib ron)
(Anura, Bufonidae)
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Abstract

Chaunus dorbgnyi andChaunus ferrandezee are the southernmost taxa ofétChaunusgranulosus
species pup (formerlyBufo granulosusgroup). The biology of these species has been scarcely
studied. In this sense, larvalxernal maphology of Chaunus dorbignyi is describedor thefirst
time andcomparedwith other species of thgranulosus group, partcularly with C. fernandezae
The tadpoles ofC. dorbignyi at stages 31-3are aboti 15 mm, andbelong to tle benthic
ecomorphologidaguild. They havea depressa body, a slightly truncated snout, arttie spiracle is
placed on the posterior third of the lyo@he tail axis is straighthe dorsal fin beginat tail-body
junction ard ends boadly rounded. The ventbe is medialit starts at midlie and opens usually to
the right, but n some specimenis opens to te left. The gal dischasa single row of meginal
papillae, lage dorsal gap medium-sized ventral gap ard labial both row formula 2(2)/2. A
multivariate analysis of morphometric variablpsovided differertiation from tadpoles ofC.
fernandeze, based on interortal, eye-notril andfronto-naal distances, body mamum height
and width, and dorsal gap lengtthowever, the generaaspect of botlspecieds quite similar, and
comparable tahe tadpole ofa relatedspecies Chaunus pygmaes. Other khown tadples of the
granulosus group are those dfhaunus granulosusbeebeiand Chaunus granulosus majar, which
differ from the abwe mentimed pecies in haing a nmore depessed sna and body, and ldial
tooth row fomula 2(2)/3. The observed rability in the vent tube opening @&. dorbignyi (and
also inC. fernandeza¢ seemgo dependn how the beginning of the veal fin is folded, which is
attachedo the tube. Ths fact may have leado different interpretaons of vent tube configuration
in thegranulosusgroup, and must be tak@to account in between-species comparisons.
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